
It would seem that siicb calculations miglit be relegated to the curious,
but when a sober Clhristian paper like the Bombay Guardian is misled
by it to make, misehievous comment likçe tho following, the time bas
corne to, eal a hialt on suchi indiscriminate ciphering. That paper coin-
plementeci the above quotation thuis:

"lA decennial aug ment of 7 per cent. on the population of India (250,000,
000) would be 17,500,000, or 1, 750,000 antiuflly. T uat it wvould be thought a
niarvelous thing- if our converts reached 100,000 in one year. If the addi-
tion of one to oui' converts implies the addition or 17 to, the number of the
unevangelized in this land, it certainly does xîot look as though vie wvere sub-
duing the world to Christ.")

Both thesùe quotations illustrate afrcshi thie habit whichi lias become
common among too mainy well-initenitionied writers on missionary
prbgress, of singularly igloring true -ratios. Archdeacon. Farrar is re-
ported as stating thiat a century ago, in a procession of the inhabitants
of the globe, only one iii five ivould have been Chiristians;- to-day,
in a similar procession, the Christians would be nearly one in two,
while the Christian population of t'le globe is increasing at the rate
of 8C) per cent. each. decade. We do not kinow lis basis of calcu-
lation, thougli the hast remnark cornes within toucli of modlern statistics,
aný is susceptible of proof or refuttation. But we do know that a pre-
eminently important factor in ail these comiparisons is, that among
Chiristian populations and notably among Christian converts from
non11-Christian populations, there is5 a remarkable increase of tMe ratio of
increase. Christlieb says thiat in 1800 thcre were 1 #0 Protestant mis-
sionaries in the whlole heoathen wvorld, with 50,000 converts. George
Smith, Disq., says thiere are now rouindly three millions, of -whom
802n,028 are communicants, an inecase, of sixfold -%ithin the century.
India,, furnishies a more definite illustration of our point. A writer
('IR. H."«) inthe British and Foreign Evangelical RCVÏLZV, Oct. 18740, said
the progress of Christiauity in Tuidia was as grcat as thiAt of early Chris-
tianity iu the Roman Empire, it being poilarly estimated that there
werp eight millions of Christians iu tnat, empire after 300 years; but
if the rate of increase of the India native Christiau commnunity between
1852 and 1862 were. maintained for 300 years, it would give '200,000,000
of couverts. M1aking his calculatioiis on that ratio, be anticipated that,
thiere -%vould be in India iu 188 2, 27'3,000 Christiaus, but four years car-
lier than the date of bis estimate (187î8) Cliristlielb gave the numbers as
460,000!1 And Chiristlieb further says that the ratio of increase between.
1852 and 1862 Wvould give iu A. D. 2002 a Christian population to, Tudia
alone of 138,000,0W)0; or two, hundred ycars after Carey's first bap-
tisni, a victory seventeen tiînes greater than that of the ca-Iy churcli
in Ulic Roman Empire. If it be urged that such estiniates are specula-
ative and untrustworthy, it is to, be borne iu mind that the above cal-
uilaýtions are made on the rate of increase between 1852 and 1862, aud
that cadli clecade sico lias niot only sustained tlîat, buit bas shoNvin an
ilncrease of the rate of iqzcrease.
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