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EDITORI L.

EvERy la»Nvyer in Canada should te
.a reader of the Barrister: it is fur-
nishied subserilbers at the cost of publi-
cation-two dollars a year, and is there-
fore withiin the mneans of everyone.

WF, invite all who desire to discuss
any topie of interest to the Profession
to uise the Barrister freely.

THE office of coroner is being dis-
-cussed both here and in United States.
Soine are urging its abolition, others
that it stiJi bc retained but that the
-coroner's jury beabolished. This office
is one of the oldest known in the
history of the Anglo Saxon race- It
is no doubt "MiNoss grow'n and vener-
able," yet wve would not urge its
.abolition but we woiild like to caIl the
attention of the profession to a few re-
fornis thai xnight with great benefit to
the publie te inaugurated.

We believe there is not the slighitest
necessity for a jury. It is just as
ridiculousas itwouldbe to hiave a Pulice
Magistrateinvestigate every case Nvith
ajury. The coroner should hear the
-evidence ýnd take the full responsibil-
àity of niaking a finding hiinseif.

We believe there is no valid reason
why the office should be confined to
the miedical profession, as it is clearl.y
one of a judiciai- character.

In cities at Ieast the compensation
of coroners should be changed fromn
fees to a stated salary and eachi should
liave a certain defined district to pre-
side over. At present under the fee
system theïe are altogIether too niany,
in fact it would almost appear that any
doctor who lias friends can te ap-
poirited coroner. The resuit is wheni a
person dies under susýpicious circuni-
stances in the City of Toronto, withiin
fifteen rninùtes after the breath has
Ieft the body of thre deceased, hiaif
a dozen coron'irs are engaged in a ride
for their life, each exerting hiniself to,
his utmnost to get his warrant in first.
Soine of thern running on foot, others
driving à horse, and these in turn pas-
ed by a coroner on a bicycle. In fact
a coroner is not in it now unless he
lias a bicycle and can go at 'ull racing
speed. We understaid. it is no uncorn-
mon thing for a coroner to rush into
the police station ten minutes tafter a
person has died, with a warrant to,


