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THE PLEDGE BREAKER.

3. W.was a very useful man in his profession, being particu-
Iarly skidled m an impertant hranch of the staple manufacture of
the country in which he resided ;—so much so that, though un.
{earmed, he was considered un acquission to the trade in which
hie was engaged.

ARer huving been cmployed as foreman for some years, a
person who had capital took mm into partnership, in which
situation he had the opportunity of becaming neh and respeet.!
able. But he was ardently devoted to pEER DRINKING, the curse
of the working men in England; and lus love of strong drnk

It pleased God soon to relcase the poor woman frumn her
suffenngs by decath,  Shortly after, the anfont was found
dead in bed; and not without strong suspicruns of fuul play
on the part of the monster—its father! The unhappy man
soon came to be scorned by every uvnc. ‘The publicans, with
whom he had spent thousands, despized han. None of s
drunken compamons could, or would, do any thing to help
lum. His condiiun, as to body and mnd, was socn incx
pressibly wretched.  The muserable victm  of intemoperance
became weary of hig life, and he was found peaw, hanging
w a loft over the workshop! An Inguest was held upon
lus body ; and the Coroner’s Jury retumned 2 verdict of, * Founp
HuNG"

Brother Tee-totallers? lct this man®s conduct and end serve s

<oon bruught the busmness in which he had embarked to a run '@ waming 1o you. Let it teach you to averd two Hungs, wlich

ous end.  Notwithstanding Ius known propensitus, however, ne ! brought hun to his untimely ad.
agamn found profitable cmployment.  But he went on, step by! 1. Boware, when you becane Toetataliers, of rosting w that

step, in the dmrkard's carecr, till he fell nearly as fow as it ‘m’alonc.—'ﬂus unhappy man was a scoffer at relgion, even m the
possible to falt, davs of ins sobricty.  Let yonr tectotallem be d on the fear

In 1835, the Tote] Abstmence advocates of H. , the lof tho Lord—* In oll your ways aeknowledge hun, and he wil
twn an which he residd. happly suecceded m rescumng lum direct vour paths—You will thus be kept ready for every event
frvm musery, and for nearly twn years he condueted humsclf' of Providence, and tully prepared to do and suficr all the will of
with propnety and credit.  In 1636 he was employed as foreman! Go:!. Alude by your pledge, assurd that you will be no worse
n & business more cxtensive than that wheck he had formerly |2 Chinstian for bemng strengthened and supported by the prineiples
conducted. W hile in this stuation he nobly contended ngawmst 't iavelves, and by the countenanco and advicc of your

the payment of 3 footing m drink, on the occasion of Ius taking
possession of the sitaauon.

‘Towards the end of the vear 1836, J W. announced his inten.
tum of withdrmsing e name from the Total Labstinence Society |
of which he was 2 member; at the same time assunng the
wnter of this that he had 6o idea of abandoning the prnciple.
('pon inquiry, 1t appeared that he had been greatly taunted, by
crrtam rchimous professors, with whom he associated, on account
of, what they called, his weakness; and, strange to say, Sers
were actually offered that he could not remam sober, except under
the restraints of the Pledge, and the mflucnee of hs membership
in that Society.

Here, allow me to pause for 2 moment, to observe that if
cver Satan for evil purposcs tranaforms bimsclf wto an angel
of hight—if ever he truly cnters mto the persons and hearts of
mon, it is unqucstionably when professors of rehigon  make
the worse appear the better rcason,” and sustemn the office |
of tempters, to allurea poor reclaumed drunkard back “to
his wzllowing m the mire.” “Oh, my soul! comce not thou
into thar sceret! to thar asscrebly, mme honour, be not thou .
united ™

It 2ppears that ifram that period the poor musgwded J. W.
began to mux in company with dnnking men; himself using i
lemmongde, and other simple drmks. How long be resisted the
wngtmon to winch he had mmprudentiy cxpoaog msclf, I have !
not becr: able to learn.  The result, however, was such s mght !
have been expected. He rrrnt and ho fcil lower and lower, .

brethren.

2. Beware of the professed friendship of thoso who would
persuade you that there s sate'v @ tgmpemng with the
monster, stropg dnnk.  Lstn nol, fr & mument to thuse
whu would argue that, beensse you have scen the evils of
ntemperaners, and have abandoned its practices and assocn.
tions, 1t 13 not preessary that you should altagether abstam,
Beheve me, whatcver such persons may bave been amongst
therr fellows, to you they will prove cmizsancs of cvid. Avod
them as you would avod a pestdence; and be sure that you
neither take ther advice, nor copy their example. You may
now thank Gob that you have many of the wise and good of
the land, to countenance you i your noble stand agamst this
most subile cnemy of your happiness.  “He who parleys
with temptation, parleys 1o be undone.” How can you prom:se
soursclves secunty while you assoriate with those who use
the drunkard's dnok, and whic you occasionaliy mp from the
same glass? A

Finally :—moy the f2te of 5. W be a warning to zll whe
hear of it,—teaching them to shun the very appearance of cvi.
And Gop, n His merey, grant that this poor man may be the
1ast pledge-breaker whose fatal history we shall have to record—
Aupnt

A TEMPERANCE ANFECDOTE.

In a neighbounng village, many of the stecdy oncs of the
church beeceme interested 1n the czuwso of temperance. Thar

until ho becane lost to every tender fecling—to every sensc of | labours gave great offence to the publican of the willage, and cven
common decency. His poor wafe, almost heart.broken, plunged  to scveral mewmbers of the church, who could sec no bam
oneo more into that awful state from which she had for 3 while ' tippling up a glass once in a while, pronided they drank with
mzKCd; and, 1 tho coursc of the present {w, ve buth to moderztion. Of all the temperance reformers in the . W
another unhappy babe,—to which, from il health, and the none so cbnoxiwousto the Lberals as Dieacon Ives, and the curses
pressure of wanl, abe w23 unable properls to attend.—The conduct | which were fulminated agamst hum i the hittle bar room of the
of her muscrably drunken husband towards her, dunng her few' Black Dove, were 2s numcrous zs the chelk marks vetund the
months of sefienng, 1s descnbed as betng cruel i the extreme. ! door  Every onc concerned was of course desiruus of catchung tho
Frequently s he sard to have asked her, with 3n oath, upon ! deacon and tus pecubiar adherents in some oversight or imsde-
tus cetum from the beershop, whether she wat wot dead ! meanor. An this bad €0 far been impossible, the myeative powers
yeb ! { of the tavern loungers were often put in requisition, and your gm



