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aller authorizingr tlîat the ùoverniment of the
Churchi w'as in the gencral meeting of înifisters
and eiders, goes on), "&aid do iiereby allowv Ille
ýçen crai ting1Jcs or the Said nlinisters and eI-
fiers, ini whose liatîds the exorcise of* church
,g -eriiinent is estabiied, cubher b>' thern-
selves, or by sucb as shail be appointe&i as visi-
tors (atiother name for Coniiuîissioners) b>'
them, according to the practice of the Presby-
terian government, ho try and parge out ail un-
faithrul ministers, &c." It wvas truc, iîowever,
that the Comnmission %vas prohibited ftomn carry-
ing into effect sentences in cases of settlcînctia;
but this restriction iii its poivers arose front no
doubt of their poiveis, or tenderness ho Presby-
tories. In disputed cases the Commission had
been wvont to settie ministers by mneans of what
wvere cai!ed riding Conimitflees, a plan b' ivhich
Presbyteries tlose consciences forbade theni to

aist in forcintr sethiernents ivere saved fromn
te necessity of doingr Bo. 13tit à vas nover
intagined that the hands of the commission wvere
to be îied up froin interfering to prevent Pres-
byheries of the Church froîn violatingr an order
?fthc .fsscmly. 'l'he Act 1717 expressiy en-
joied every, commisson to "sec and tak-e caro
that ever>' ordcr of te previous assernbly Ihhail
not bc violatcd as they shahl be atiswerabe
It were a strangre thing if* thc Commission'ls
hands we re tied up fron settling Mr. -lcndry,
and ttc Pres-byîer or Strat hbogie be ai. the
saine fine free to put in MNfr. Edira'rds int -Mar-
noclu in defiance ot eccilesiastical inherdict. 'l'ie
General Assembly of 1752 %vas ushcred by an
advice froruthe throne. Itw~as given by ano-
ble Conunissioner, the ancestor of a noble cari
%vho was a member of the prescrit Aussembly.-
Comingr frorn the supremec civil auttority, an
cxtract, from 1h wVould bc listencd Io on ail sides
%vith that defercrnce wliiclî %vas duc ho that au-
thority-prhilps %itli greater deference by lte
gentlemen opposite than by liiinself. &&One
thing, liowever, as a wcIl-.wisher Io tie go-
vernunent, and good order of ibis Church, 1 con-
mot pas over in silence. Allow nie therefore
tu hope, that as it is OUF hialipiness to have re-
gular meetin gs of our national Assembi>', coun-
t-enanccd by our --=tious sovereigan, you wvill
be careful tu support lier disrnity and authioriîy,
and not destroyw~ith yOUr own lîands ouF inosi.
valtuable constitution, secureci by Iawv, so c!car
to your forerathers, so excelcant in itself, and
wviich your enomies have -zo olten ateznpted
to wVres't froi voit. The main intention of
your meeting is frustrated, if your judgcinents
and décisions arc nuL hielci t be final; 7f yoiLT
infcrîor coudls conlînuc Io asuic Mihal!ibcrty
ichiclr 12icy hazie faka uzpozn 1cnisdrcý~ in .10
7iiany ins1aiceS of dispuliuzg antd disobcyr
ihe dccieions of ihrir supcrîors. It is now more
thon lîigh tinte t, thiuk of putting a stop tu titis

growing cvii; otherwisc sucb aniarchy and con-
JEusion wilbe iniroduccd m intte Church, as
%viIl inevihably not only break- us ia pieces
aînongst ourselves, but maltze us likewise the

scorn aîid derisioti of our eneniies; for, believe
nie, subordination is thie iink of Society; witlîout
wliich there con be no order in goverament.-
In the ceiubrated inanifest of the moderate
party, in the coinposingr of vhich tiie lteverend
P'rinîcipal Robertson liad the chief part, we find
the flohloiving siatements : lie (Mr. Dunlop)
would confine huîinseif ho those passages whicii
regarded the duty of subordination ho superior
judicatories :k elanumeroussocieuyitsedomn
happens tat ail thc unembers think uniforil>
concerning the wisdom and exepedience ou
any pubic regulafion:- but no sooner is that
regulationenached, titan private judgment is
s0 Ihar supersedcd, that even they w'bo disap-
prove it, arce nohwitstanding- bound to obey i4,
and to put ut la e-xecution, if required ; unles
in a case of sucit gros 's iaiquity and manifesh
violation of t' ie original desiga or the Society
asjustifies resistance to.hie supreine power. and
makes it better Io haveý the Sociehy dissoived,
thon ho submit ho, establislîed iniquity. Sucli
extiaordinary cases ive czin easiiy conceive there
may be, as -wiligive any man a jush titiehtoseek%
the dissolution of thte society to whicli lie bc-
longs, or at least wilfullyvjustify.itis wîtdraiw-
ing froni iti Blut as long as he continues in it,
professes regard for it, and reaps dte omnolu-
unents of it, if hoe refuses ho obeyits laws, lhe
inýanifeshl>' acts botit a disorderly and dishonest
part ; hé lays ciaini tu the priviieýges of lhe so-
ciel>', iitilsi. lie contemans the auffbority of i4,
aîîd by ail priniciples of reason and oquity, is
justi>' sîibjectedl to its censures. Thcy iwbo
inaintain tuaiz such disobedience deserves no
censure, mnaintain in effectthat thec shouid
bc no sucb t.bitig as government and order.-
They deny those firsi. principies b>' wvlich amen
are unîted in Sociehy ; and endeavor tui estab-
iish suclu nmax-iis, as will justify not only licen-
tiousncss ia ecclesiasticai, but disorder and re-
bouton in civil goveraiment. And therefore, as
Uic reverend Commission have bv tbis sentence
declared, iat disobedieiîce to tte suprerne ju-
dicaure of te cburch, neither infers guilt mor
deserves censure; as heîy hav e surrendered. a
rigilit essential to thte nature aad subsistence of
every Society ; as the>' bave (So far as lay in
tem) bctraycd Uic privilegrs and deserted te
order oUblie zonstitution ; %ve could iiot bave
actecd a dutiftil part t0 tic cburch, nor a salle
one ho ourselves, unless we itad disseated froin
titis sentence ; and craved liberty to represeut
ho tic -venerbie Assezabi>, that tis deuil ap-
pears ho us t0 be nmifcsiy bey.Jond lIbe powers
of a commission., ci But, Oit the otites hua,
if a judicature wvlich is zippointed Io bc ei
guardian and defender ofblhe iawvs ana orders
of bhc societyshall absolve themn %,.ho break
Uiesc laiws, froin a.ll censure and by such a
decd encourage ana invite 10, future dîsobe-
dience, Nvc conceive tt -will be found, that they
have e-xceeded their powers, and betrayed their
trustminthe îaost essentialinsuunce.Y- 'tmThat
lte lesser and inferior ecclesiasticai assemblies


