
314 MISSIONARN INTELLIGENCE.

bedrooni for about thre months, whcn wie got another ready for thein, and ns good
as the one tlîuy werc leaving. Whcn Mr. Johunstoti carne te P rt Resolution, I
-vas busy buildinîg houses, and so we agrccd tliat it was better for lîjaii and Mms.
J. to apply their wvhole tinie in acquiring the language, so as to bc ready for a
new station, if (nie could possibly bc g:,ot nt the close of the rainy season. 1 gave
thoin ten Tanna words daily whielh they cornînittcd to ninory and wvcre cxcrciscd
on oery niglît 'with conversationai phrîases. So that on an average thcy iearned
sixty words wcekly, apart froni words picecd uîp by theniselves from the Tan-
Dese.

1 found ir- Johnston te bc a very ngrecable friend and cealpanion, full of mais-
sionary zeal, and aivays ready te try and do good for the poor beathen. H1e
accompanicd me te vorship on Sabbath among the villages, and hc aise went witb
me in ail îny inland excursions. \Vith Mr. i\lIatheson's boat wo visitcd Waisisi,
and wcre k-indly rccived. And in the Johit Knox -we visitcd Wagusi to prepare
the ivay for- Anciteutn teachers being placed there. Aud often in company we
have earried medicine and ivater te the sick and dying in our nearest viilages, se
that we lovcd cech other as brothers, and had much swceer communion in the
lord's woi k ainong this bcniglited penie. But nias 1 oui' lord Jesus bas callcd
our dear brother iuto another departx.,ent of bis servipe, and for what, the future
must dovelope.

Tanna is a large and ruggcd field, the laborers are few and the harvest is great
and M1r. Juthoston ivas full of youth, life and activity, and why he shouid ho safe-
ly broughit over a long voyage, cnablcd to acquire the langunge so.as te bo able,
te, speak to the people, and calleui away when his usofulness -was just beginiiing,
must reinain an'îong the inscrutable mysteries of God, -who givues accoutît of bis
-ways to none ; yet "H1e doeth ail things %vell." .And undonbtcdly in his eternal
purpose tie tirne, the place alla the aicans muçt bave been arrauged and fixed un-
alterably for his ldngdom aad the good of bis cburcb. IlEven se, Father, for se,
it seemneth good in thy siglit." I'Tbe Lord gave and the lord bath taken away,
blcssed be the mime of the lord!' Mr. Johnsten's death is a great loss to the
mission, nd to the chiurcli, for be -,vas iucli respectcd and beloved by ail the mem-
bers of it, and higli bepes were eîîtertaiîîed regarding bis future career on Tanna,
and bis dcatli -will cause universal xnourniîîg ia the mission, but lot it be the uni-
ted and caracaL praýyer ef all concerned, tlîat God ivili not abandon lus ivork on
dark, gioonty Tanna, but that bc may raise up and quaiify otiiers te occupy the
places of tlîuse 'who have fallea asleep ia Jesus. Anci may tlîis lesson teach us
ail te preli :re for the awful chnge which may be nearer than ire expect, and
'which Il wil corne as a thief ini the niglît."1

For tic last tire înontbs tlîis island bas been fcarfülly scourged with measies
and other diseases. A vesscel laîîded four yeung Tanna men i11 'mitît measles
about thrcu months ago, and in a short tinie this epidemie sprend, over the islaud.
Some of the lads 'vere killeci for bringing the disease. àMany have died and yet
the people 2ire dying- lu great numbers from, the -ifter effcct. Tlîe îîîertality is se
great in somne places thînt ny persons are loft dying here and there on the eaith
nnburied, or the door of thc lieuse is closed and the deaci body ]eft te dcay witb
the biouse. For beaftlien are truiy without ntural affection, and take but little
care ef their heailih. The disease is stili cutting off lîundreds iunud, and the
people are for killing us and burning ail that belongs te us, becatîse they say 'me
are foreigners, and the foreigners broîight thîis discase te Tanîna 'which is killing
thena al]. -Xany of thi most important duiefs bave died, and enly tbrce nmen are
ieft 'mixe coule te ivorsblip. The ialand people say tlîey are ail dying, and thse
wersbip is iii seme way the cause of i4, tbeî'efore they 'mant te destroy the 'mer-
ship of Goul frei Tanna, but tie tribes around us sny the -îvorsbip is good, ad
the niedicine is peod, aud that '«It is only the dark,-heaî'ted Tannese Nvlîo blame
MiEs fer the sîekncss" 1 believe eur enue lias gaiîued miucu greund during
this sirliiness if ire are only sparcd te survive it. Our poor cief whien dyirug get
up aed Faid " l'Il run te MIissi for miedicine, fer I ara very iii; but içhen
about balf %Yzy hc fell and (lied in the bush whcre lie 'as fouudl ucet uorning,
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