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The Assembly was constituted with prayer
by Dr. Drawford ; after which it wasagreed to
bold the printed roll of members as read.

ELECTION OF MODERATOK.

The MoperaTor (Rev. Dr. Crawford) said-—
Right Rev.and Right Honourable—Before leav-
ing this cbair it becomes me 10 express my deep
senge of the honour conferred on me by the last
General Assembly in calling me to preside over
their deliberations, and thaokfully to acknow-
ledge, as I do with all my beart, the counte-
nance and support I have received in my en-
deavours to discharge the duties of the Modera-
torship, snd the geuerous forbearance and in-
dulgence with which my manifold shortcomings
bave been regarded, | assure you I shall ever
bear about with me a grateful remembrance of
the kindness I have thus met with, and I trust
that I shall be stimulated and encouraged by it
to a more faithful and carnest discharge of my
ordinary dutics,svasby the Divineblessing,to se-
cure the continued favour and confidence of my
brethbren, and to furtherin my appointed sphere
the welfare of our national Church, (Applause.)
Itis customary for the retiring Moderstor to
submit the name of some individual who may,
if approved of, be appointed as his successor:
In accordance with this castom, but without in
any way presuming to dictate to the wisdom of
this Asscmmbly,! venlure 1o suggest Dr James Bar-
ty,minister of Bendochy, &8 being in all respects
worthy of this office, Dr.Barty is well known
s an able and influcntial member of one of the
most important Synods of this Shureb, in which
be has long held the office of the clerkship—a
Synod from which, for pearly half a century,
no onc bas been selected to occupy the Modera-
tor's chair. Apart, however, from this consid-
eration, be has personal claims to the highest
honour which his brethren can confer upon him.
(Applause)) I can confidently speak of hiwm,
from intimate personal knowledge, as a man of
distinguished talents and accomplishments, as
an cloquent preacher, a prudent counsellor, an
eminently faithful and acceptable parish minis-
ter, as & zealous and highly cfficient promoter
of all the educational and missionary schemes
of our Church, particularly the great endow-
ment scheme, and as specially qualified by his
mingled firnness and courtesy, as well as by
his thorough knowledge of ceclesistical lawsand
forms, for presiding over the deliberations of
this Assembly. (Applause) It was to myself
a source of peculiar gratification to be nominat-
ed to this memorable office by one of my dear-
st friends,who hiad knownme from my boghood,
and whom 1 had the honour of succceding in
the first ministerial charge to which I was call-
ed. It iscqually gratifying to me now, when I
demit the office, that I am privileged to nomi-
nxte to it another of my oldest friends, oue with

whom, while ministering for years in his neigh- !

bourhood, T was closcly associated and whose
friendship I bave ever since cherished asof ines-
timable worth, and one, I may be allowed to
add, who, -during the troublous times jof the
Ten Years Conflict prior to the Iate secession,
dispisyed a prudence, cnergy and cloquence,
which, in common with all his brethren, I great-
I¥ admired, and by which the true interests of
the Church were most cffectively mnintained
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and promoted. (Applause.) Ibavegreat plea-
sure therefore, in proposing that the Rev. James
Barty, doctor of divinity, minister of the parish
of Bendochy, be, with your permission, appoint-
¢d Moderator of this General Assembly. (Loud
applause.)

After a pause,

The Mopekator said—Is it the pleasure of
this House that Dr. Barty, of Bendochy, be now
fppointed Moderator of this General Assembly ?
(Applause.)

Dr. barry wag then introduced to the Assemn-
bly, and tock the Moderator's chair amidst loud
applause, all the members standing.

Dr. R. H. Rausay, purse-bearer to the Lord
High Commissioner, handed to the clerk (Dr.
Coock) His Grace's commission, which was
read by the clerk, the members all standing
during the reading of the document.

The commission was ordered to be recorded.

The CLxix then read the Queen’s letter to
the General Assembly, which formally intima-
ted the appointment of the Earl of Haddington
ag Her Majesty's Commissioner, and contained
the usual expression of Her Majesty's continued
attachment to the Chureh of Scotland.

dThc Quecen’s letter was ordered to be record-
e

The Lorp Hica Coxuisstoxer then addressed
the Assembly as follows :—Right Rev. and
Right Honourable, I am again commanded by
Her Majesty to represent her at this Geaeral
Assembly. I deem that command to be
the highest honour which my Sovercign can be-
stow upon me. [am commanded by the Queen
10 assurce you of her great scnse of your steady
and firm zeal for her service, and of her Majes-
1y's resolution to maintain the Presbyterian
Governmeat. I am also commanded by Her
Majesty to acquaint the Genveral Assembly that
sheshall orderhergift of £1000yearly to becon-
tinued: and that Her Majesty has granted, ia
addition, £1000 thercof to be applicd to suck
uses as way appear most for the propagation of
Christian knowledge and the principles ot the
Reformed religion in the Highlands and Islands
«fScotland. (Applause.) Most Reverend and
Right Honourable, I am perfectly aware that
subjects of the deepest importance will be laid
before you during this present Assembly—sub-
jects of the dcepest and the most vital impor-
tance to the Church of Scotland ; and I do trust
and pray that under the guidance of Divine
Providence, your deliberations may be so or-
dered as to redound to His glory.

The MopRRATOR in bis address acknowledged
the gracious message of Her Majesty, and said
no Sovercign was so qualified, from personai
observation, to acknowledge the blessings flow-
ing from the Established Church; and no Sv-
vereign was ever better acquainted, from per-
sonal knowledge, with the Protestant principles
and the Presbyterian predilections of her sub-
jects in thig her ancient kingdom of Scouland.
On these x?ou:uls, we cherish an undoubting
confidence that we will continue to reccive tic
protection and support of our Gracious Sotc-
reign-  (Applausc.) It will be our cndeavour,
with the iclp of God and the grace of our Lord.
by diligence and fidelity in our ministry, to sce
that neither Church nor State take any bham
by us. (Applause.) We beg that your Grace



