The Cross. 25

] L =g
g siuy - —

Jesus Christ has endured for our,cvertreathisonly son msuch a mauner,
sakes, that bitter and profouxld grief, iHc sces 1 him only an avenging God,
which made Iis soul sorrowful, even whose paterual tenderness has vanished,
unto death. i‘zmr! who na longer fecls any thing but

. . . implacable rese o o i
That perfect contrition, which certain; implacable resentment for @ son, who is

souls who are deeply penetrated with i charged with the iniquities of those who

X R . . thave offended him. "Thiswhat he wishes
grief for their offences wgainst God, feel| t he v

. . ' N 33 H e la o ke “we
in such a manner as to cause their death, |10 express by ““’;C WOres : Why hast
was felt by Jusus Christ for all men,and thov forsahen me 2 for God was always
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for each of them in particular, and fely; :“;" l)nm ’ ]bdt“lt‘:\:jnf:om”th!; \Cé} ‘.jt'
- . ‘vine presence that sprung the s
for each of them to such a degrec, agi !¢ Preseice i ‘! hg the immensity
of his sullerings, and the sticngth by

none mmnonast them could bear.  This! P ; ,
N rwhich he was enabled ta endure them.

15 true to such an extent, that it would;
not be teo much to say, that if he grief
which afflicted the heart of Jusus wers?
distributed amongst all mankind, who
have ever existed, or who shall ever ex-»
ist, it would be enough to cause their!
death, O sinner, meditate for an in-'
stant, at least on this> abyss of sorrow !

But let us more deeply examnine this
adorable compluint.  We see thatitis
couched i an interrogation. Was Jesuss
then, iguurant ot the cause of this di-
vine abandonment?  Undonbtedly not.
Why, theretore, does he enquire, and
wiyis the enqu..y perm:tted without &
a reply 7—This s a mystery—but it is

Our generous Saviour, Jesus Christ, one which we can easily penc:tiute. Je-
up to this moment sprmounted this grief] sus asked why his God had forsuken him,
and cxpanding his great soul, ani - his i oorder 1o exciie oir attention, and to
ininense love, he extended them like agtcach us that it is our dutv to eaquire
network of mercy onall men together, jiito the cause, and to reflect upon it.
by praying for his exccutioners.  From He does not answer, in order that we
thence, without however for a moment; may answer in his place. Or rather, Jesus
losing sighit of the entire warld, wham Christ has given an excellentanswer him-
he redcems, his thoughts are fived on ajself. Botin what marner 2 Letusread the
penitent sinner, then on his mother, and | 21st psalm, from which this complaint
on his friend.  They at length were di-!is extracted, and which Jesus secems to
rected to himself, at this moment. It;have entirely recited during his Passion.
was then, that weighed down by a con-! There we see, that after these words
sciousness of his cvils, and as if] ::ﬂr}__qhbj which from the very cemmencement of
ed at his awn appearance, instead ofjthe psalm ; My God, my God, why hast
merely speahing, be Ciies aloud, as the thou forsaken me, it is immediately ad-
fvangehst informs us, and throws hiw-, ded, the cry of my sins are fur from my
selfy 1f we mayv say so, into the bosom of deliverance.

God, of that God who had stricken lrmy;  Behold then this reply, which should
to implore consolation. It is to him that be ours, and which s really ours, because
he addresses himself; and with him he is | Jesus, who was sanctity “itself, had no
hencelorward to treat, even to bhis lu;t{otheﬁ sins but our stus 3 but this answer
sigh. he made in the silence of gries, and of

My God! My God! why hast thou the most protound confusion, and hecon-
forsaken me ? My God, my God, it is;tinues to sigh before ihis God; and to in-
no longer, My Father, Jesus no longer("(’i‘ie his assistance, with the greatest
baholds in him a father. Did a fatherifervors and the most tourking langgage-



