
"Clic~ il)onq (Élan'abiait

"c Neer phiyed cairds. and > ou ilu Iii., toipaIii su fre
quîelll , )id lic n)U' er imtiie %oU tu il.1% ?-

i, 1lad jîrotnisud ii,' moîbr, sir, that 1 mtld neyer
iîlav, anid 1 never did, i answered.

- 1 mvsli ail iioters wcere like %voursý. oir ail sons5 lik1
v-otit, tbe old mati11 said, kindly.

I tio>t descrve iinv credit for it, sir ;I was qulte as
.111xiotus tu play as Blechl. onl% 1 t t>l< nul break in%
p)rolllise."

We hav'e hucard frota bis, toctor tbis illorning, tbat bit
is seriouisiv ill. and miusi bc kuepi pcrfecti) quiet for tbe
prescent. Wc aîre %willing tu acuept )our stta Uro tbu
case until bie is we'cl cnougb wo attend huere, but yon fisii.
returu to y'otr duties iimmiediateiy. i>crbaps for to-day
you bad better go to youir lodgiîîgs and sec aftcr iiecch
you niay bc able to do sonictbing for bimi or learn ,oi.ie.
tlîîîg about thîis very tinfortunate affiir."

I %vithdrew, in a better franie of iiinci tban 1 "'cul in,
but stili it %vas clcar tbat 1 ivas utuier a Cloud, and tbat
tbe miatter ivas only postponed.

1 fotînd the landlady iu a great exCitefliclt about lier
lodger. Site biad not receiveti any nîoney fromn 1dmi for
a considerable limie, avd ilow, %vhîat w ith the doutot or-
dering delicacies, antd te p)rhspect of a long iIIness,, sbie
%vas (irivun alinost to despair. 1 <lid wvlîat 1 could wo re-
assure lier, anîd tieti 1 crept upl to l-arry's moont. Th'Ie
blincîs %tere <lown, tlk sbitittcrs closed, the 'ttti
dirawnv. Il ivas as dark as iiduigbit aliiost.

"Who is iî ? - askued the imivalid, sbarplv aid lier%--
ousIy.

"I t's Spot, Fiarry
FI e raised biisel f by a great effort. " %lîy bave )-ou

coule back ?" ble asked.
-'liey wantcd tue ai tbe office ?

- 'benl wiîy are ),oi bierc ai this bour ?"
"' 1 'as anxiotis to liuar liov volt were.-
" Its mtore thati that ; the), have discovcredi soine-

tbing "lie said, bis eyes glaritig out wiidly at tue in a
stale of terror. "I1 feel as if 1 should go iiîad !Tbey
tell nie I îitîst kep quiet ; but they don't know mny di.-,
case. Have N ou rc.id tbe lutter I icft for )out Libt niiglt?"

SNo, larry I b ave not seen i.
"Iî's doîvustairs in lte sitting-rootin. Go and read it.

1 ani dreaidfully îvuak, Spot I don'î tbink l'Il cver gel
ovcr îlîis ait leasî, I bope not!

H-arr), <lonit talk like tbat, if*s duti nrigbt %% icked
Wicked ! %Vhat eisc bave I been ? Deaili wouid bu

l)ettCr iiow titan recCoîery andi disgrace. i wvisî i ivas
dezid witli ail niy lieart!"* andi he sank hack tapon liis pil-
low xased

Ee cin i the dliii roomn i couid sion btîerrii:iy iii lic:
iooked, and I cotîid noultî féei for thc îînlappy fello%%
in lus great <lisîress. I found luis ictier iii tîte siaal sit-
îing rooni., and opened it nitl aunxity. It ran thus.

" I ear Spot,- 1 fuel sto iii to.uigbit titat I dun't knoiv
wlîat uîaý liappeu. I %%aut:t l iaic iii wvriing suniietl)itig

that 'viii clear vour cliaracter of ail suspicion if anyîbing
sliould occur, anid v'et 1 tion't knov lov: to tell you of
iny great foliy. V7nur inotîter niade you p)rotîliseer
lu giiibie. ôhi, Spot ! 1 wisli -iiiine liad ý W'liet I look
back upou uîl lifu anîd -sC lîoî stel> 1>' sîep I %Vas led
on, and 11o\ i tilîîlit ai e led ouu unt, to destruction, 1

t u ni> %%onder thaI 1 uould lic suc~h a foui. 1 tuabsO
pressed for mîolle, everyvvbere that. 1 borrowed of tue
tîotîe\ iii vour draner, býoping tu %\in unotugit at play tu
putt il back, but ltIt hck turmied, and I lost tmore aîîd
taure. Ml'ienî 1 itiade alluratiomis iii tue hokl to tiiake it
appear that muore mioue\ lîad gone ot, anîd tîtat madu
your mioue' balance. i cati lîardiy wvrit it for sitanie,
Spot, bit 1 becanie wluat 1 arn inow-a thief! God kecp)
you froin ever becoitîg tîtat ! 1lîavcn't asked Hitîî to
keep) nie front anythiiag, for 1 have felt like stone lately.

I uîit i %liet >tou Put hilose t ards tn the ire tbit mnig
îlî.ît 'Oît hîad itade tune pîromiise ucu ur Iii play .tgaiti 1
tiitik i slîou 1< have i roilised you.

'ouir iii userabI le i rtuîîd,

Tears q aille int ii e nd us .îtl relit l>.ck tu the
1»o01i.

ile tmade nîo sigli . liits head tuas covereti.
I larry, 1 have read yoîîr luiter ; 1 pity. )»oi. 1l t i

kiiuitu wlthe liartners I titk N'oit uigl lu) tell tiitt
cî'crytbiîug."

iuse setences I tîttercd ai itutervals of a second or
two. He mtade nto ruîuîark, anid did tuot inove lus lîcad.

', ay i showî tîteti your letter ? 1 t uvoîîld dIo nmore
îiîaî antîyling eisc to tîake theîiî overiok >our offetice."

'Voit ia>', Spot."
FIe did not say miore, so 1 lcft liiîî afler a feuv miiii-

tiles, amîd lîastetîcd back to the City', îvber the partiers
%vcre 5 iiilu l)eb founîd. aliioîgli l)reparing t0 leave. 1
uxplaitic< iii a feuv itords wuhîat lîad occurcd, anid dieu

slou licîin lthe letter. 'l'lev were bocu î'isil affcîcd.
lUtilappyt lad ! " said tue old getîîleiîîaîî. ' ie realiy

alîpears conîtrite, but it is ait ofl'etce Iliat canuot be ovcr.
itîckei. It uuould be <dustrutctive oif lauu anid order."

1 told tiin hiow destitîtte lic wvas, anid beiîîg boîhli ti-
tîtaîe mn, the story tottclied theit exc'eedingiy. 'l'ley
c'ailed nie itito tieir roît later ou, anîd putî five sove-
reigris iu iîî> itattd for lus iiiiudiatc ticcessities, and
tieti lthe oid gentlemîanî asked tac wht-la 1 tioîtgiit of lus
case, atnd wvielluer lie %va.- reaili datîgerotisl>' ill.

I-tFe tuoi IINe, sir, to fie dlying of shame, I aut-
swcrcd.

'l'lie p.tners lookued at one atiotlier, aîîd tiiet afler a
utoinetts <'otsideration tue old mati s:îid,

" 1 tîink l'il go aîîd sec liiîî ta>'self. *Jutst caîl a cal)
atnd cotie %u;tli me."

Wc' ivere soon roilitig away iii the direction of Isixg-
ton, lie clîattiîg l)leasati aîîd ver>' kindl>' about lus
carl> life. anud 1 iistutuing îvitii respecîful interest. %'lien
at lcttgtiî %e approacied our lodgings lie said,

" \ou taust preparc tlie way for tue. It would l>e toc>
great a slîock uvere i 10 go inti uuantuotîtîced."

'l'lie doctor uvas lu the htall jîtst comntg outt. %%lieni
lie liuard tlîat %ue îuure îîsitors, and uuanted lu suce I1.irr>,
he lield up lus hatids.

I 1 won'î ansver for lus life if any one exites lii
uiow, lic said.

A few ivords of explanaion from Mr. Barron, anîd the
doctur N iclded. I went Upl o the roum, and knecltug
down liv tue bedbide, whispercd,

"Harr>', a kiîtd anîd generous friend has colie wiîlî
tac fromn tue Cit% to sec ),ou. Cat Yu bear ain inter-

viewv."
I-le luukced at nue iuciuiritigl%. " Strel% nu<t MIr. Bar-

ron ?
I îîoddcd.
"lave or die, i uvill sec ini," lie said, eagerly. andl 1

left thie rootît.
't'tliat tratîspired niecr %vas tolil.

H-arr% reco% urcd, aifler a long and painful ili,îus, atud
returnedl to tue firiti of Barron anti Cotttpaîy, Mincing
I ane, 10 bc one of tîteir steadiest atnd iiost conscientîous
clerks. 'l'lie secret of luis sin ivas kutou n otîl> tu te( four
wlîo liad utet in tîte iner rootti, anmd ct-it of these, as
they uatchued h8sà steail> demneaîîour, lus tlioughtful carc.
Itis niodesî, bearing, gruîi to likc Iitui tîore and mure,
and bo value lus frieîîdship. One of ilîcut, after liing
uî'ith Iiiiii for tuant> years, "'as lus best tman at liis %ved-
ding, and stili calis hit wîith pride his friend Harry. He
stili speaks iti friendl>' fanuiliarity of "dear old Spot."
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