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THE COMMEBERCIAL.

FurTrade News,

“The prevalenco of cholern in Russin,” says
the New York Fur Trade Review, “which will
certainly provent tho shipment of the usual
quantity of furs from that country, lmq not as
yet caused any speculation in the articles af-
fected ; in formor years, persians, astrakhans
and ail Russian goods have materislly advanced
in like circumstances, but at present Jhe mar.
ket appears to bo entirely different or obvious
to the conditions which aro so certain to result
iu short supplies of theso foreign productions..
Stocks of nearly all skins are small, and if the
approaching cold weather resuits in tho usual
demand, the boom of the spring of 1892 will be
repeated in coming fall season. cT;atcst reports
from Nijni Novgorod strongly asseft thatcholera
is steadily decreasing in tho district, and that
there has been, at least since August 20, u
daily incrcase in the number of visitors to the
Fuir. The goods eold will doubtless have to be
cleansed before they will be received ivto any
Evropean market, and as this vperation will
require time the goods, and especially furs,
will not be received at Leipziy until a much
later date than usuval.”

Tho Leipzig (Germany) correspondint of the
Fur Trade Reriew writes on August 10 as fol.
lows : “Business has remained quiet. The
cholera in Russia is having a noticeable effect
en our trade ; the greater number of ovr Leip-
zig fur dealers who formerly regularly visited
the fair at Nijni Novgorod have remaived at
home; many of the large Moscow firins have
also refrained from attending the fair ; agcord-
ing to alt reports only moderats supplies of
goods have been sent torward to Nijui Novgor
od this year, the goods being officially refused
almission to Russia. The chief supply of Per-
sinn lambs, intended for the fair, have not yet
arrived there; owners of prreels of these skins
at Moscow and elsewhere outsido the fair dis-
trict demand excessive prices—but find no pur-
chasers; fresh dyed DPersian3 will ot be ready
as early as usual this autnmo; dyed Astrakhan
is in very limited demaud, and trade in raw
tkins is very dull Foih hers and in Russia;
gray krimmu gells slowly, with lower prices on
each successive transact’on ; all other Russian
lambs are neglected. In German dressed gquir-
rels the lowest tort s of b ack, and some medium
and ioferior belly licings have becn taken by
Rerlin and Copenhagen maotle mukers; some
Ruesing worked back and belly linings, in
i):airs, have been purchased for France and

ingland. White hares soll only slowly; susliki
sacs are offered at cheaper rates than in the
spring, but there are no sales owing to depress.
iog reporie from New York and London
White and dark moufllan« are neglectad; a fow
selected ravcels Iave been pnrchused by Leip.
2ig retailors for dyeing. There ig limited de-
mand for Thibet coats and crosses; single good
skins sell freely at excellent prices. Sable tails
are in good raquest for France; Kolinski is used
to some extent for linings, the tails are much
cheaper than thoy have been in a long time.
Russiar bears are offered in smell supply, but
demand is not sirovg; brown dyed Russian
marmot has been taken for northern Kurope,
where it is used in place of dyed white coate,
Europesn foxes have been cat into backs and
bellies, and the latter exported to Russia ; the
demand has now ceased ; there is no request
for pine marten or stone marten tails; fitch is
taken for Galicia ; blazk cats are in gcod de
maad for Italy; Iand otter is quiet, aud prices
arce low; fox tails sell freely for boa manufa-t.
ure, and black, drown and skuok dyed boss
find a faireale.  Qoly a limited quantity of
musquash has bern sent to Russia, owing to
high duty ; moderate povecls of inferior skins
bave been secured for lining manufasture in
Germaoy ; linings now sell at_ prices affording
little or no profit ; seal colored muequash eells
sloaly, and tho demand for prime raw skins is
contequently limited; black musquash has been
in coatiou.us request for France, nnd stocks
are smoll hore and prices high. There have
been somo good transactions in racccon, and
parcels have been purchased for firmsia the

western part of tho United States. American
opossum, skuak color, solls woll for Amevicn,
but demand for Europe has declined; parcols
of raw skins havo heon ordered back to Amer-
ica. Skunk of sup: vior gorts hus ooly a limited
rale; strip-d sorts arve in someswhat better ro-
quest for French and Germnu trade ; mink con.
tinues in favor with Berlin mantle makers ;
tails aro in very good request for France and
America, and pscca are high, Common cat
sells cnly at reduced prices. Some of dyers
have produced a new and brilliant black dye on
red fox, grenrly, surpassing Llack dyed white
fox. The cheaper grades of Australian opossum
have tuld well; brown dyed skius aleu in good
request. Japanese fuxes, dyed blue, are order-
ed for Russia, to bo made up in broad collara ;
supplies of raw skins ave large; only small and
low grade nutrins solle, and views for the article
are not favorable.”

The Londen, England, correspondent of tho
New York Fur Trade Review writes a3 follows
on Aug. 13:  “Buginess st-ll continues very
quiot and the holiday scason now being on cer-
taioly coes mot improve matters, and as we
feaved in oar last that the continued depression
in trado would furnish o good crop of failuves,
has proved only too true, as we have to report
at lca t threo failuves, with liabilities amount.
ing to £30,000, and this of course temjs to
make business very unsteady. There ave signs,
however, that trade will improve towards the
eod of the month.

Stoge mart-n tals are in slight demand and
prices are still ruling rather low. Persinns ure
being inquired after, but only in_amall quanti-
ties ; the better grades having fallen oft some.
what and the cheaper omes sre now selling,
and wo ara still of the opinion that there will
be » good sale for these gaods during October
and November. Dressed and putled nutrin
are still being used by our cloak houses and
will run through the season. Mk is a very

ood article here and skins are selling pretty
reely at from 53 to 6s 61 per skin ; fine_dark
skins ave also in good request and in pdint of
fasts the demand oxcells the supply. Martin
do not sells eo sell as we anticipated, but still
there is time for improvement.

The lining trade is still the bast, and not.
withetimding the cholera at Nijni-Novgorol,
prices rule just aboat the same as before the
fasr, Several parcels of squirrel back rotundas
have been sold at very low prices indeed, but
lock linings still keep their prices. Musquavh
back rotundas are st'lt selling, but tot o freely
as might be expected, coasidering the price
they are at to-day. Hamster linings are in
tlight request, but tais is always a very poor
article, very few indeed being zold.  Susliki
sacs are still in pretty good demand and no
doubt will continue throughout the season,

Black and grizzly bears, which bave been the
mainstay of the furriers during the whole of
the season, have, during the last three weeks,
fallen off very considerably, both in beas and
pelerines, which is no doubt duo to a great ex-
tent to the feather boa trade, which is rather
brisk just now, but this of course will fall off
as soon ag we havea touch of cold weather.”

The Guring of Sealskis,

A lot of curious and ioteresting information
was given yesterday, says a San r'rancigco pa-
per, by Gustav Niekaam of the Alaska Com-
mer:ial company, aud Russian vice counsul, in
regard to the dyeinyg, dressing aud softening of
the skins of the fur seal. One of the mast dif-
ficult things to do is t> remove the coarse hair
from the skip, lcaviog that which is n3 soft as
sitk or eider down. Uapt. Nicbaum told about
this. He has bad a lovg exp rieace in far
Northwestera sualing, and bas collected a
unique muscum of :tuffed scals, their skinos
cured 10 as to llustrate the various stages of
their progr:ss in becoming the bandsome and
highly-prized garments seea upon San Francis.
€0 streete.

What started the veteran sealer to talking
was a statement wired from Newark, N.J.,
saying that a company had just been organized

there wath $10,000,000 backivg to dress and
dye American skine. Mr, Niobaum smilod ag
ho glanced over the statement. “Ten million
dollars,” 2aid he, ““Is a great denl move than is
needod, No such a sum is needed nt all. The
machinery needed is not costly, but a great
deal of skill is vequired. We didn’t think
when we were catehlvy seals extensively that
it would pay us to o to dyeing, dreesing and
curiog generally Zor ourselves,  Wo could get
it cheaper in London.

As to there being auy great eecret, howover,
“bout the process of dyeing, as has been told
over and over again, that is an error. Skins
can probably bo dyed hero us well as in Lon.
don, but it takes u little finesze to vemove the
convso hair. That is the particular business.
The skins bave to be justto hot and 20 cold.
If they are too hot, then all tho fur will come
our, and if they are not warm emough the
coarso hair won't come.” Mr. Niebaum illus-
trated his story by oporing a door to another
room sud showing from nn exhibit of maoy
skins ull across which thero ware three broad
bande. Tho firet showed the hair in the natur-
alstate. It ‘was thick and grny. The next
band showed only tho fine tawny fur under-
neath, But it waseomewhat bunchy, like waol
on a sheep. The noxt band showed it beauti-
ful and black, and combed out and zoftened by
the machinery o that it was exceedingly toft.

“The coarse bair,” eaid Mr. Nicbaum, ‘is
removed by first planiog the skin on the nndcr
sido by some very sharp aud perfect machnery.
It cuts the hair_bulbs or roots of the coarse
hair, which project lowest, and then, by simply
brashiog the top of the fur, the coirse bair will
drop out, But firat the skin is treated with
certain chemicals, being scaked in them as be-
fore intimated. X apprchend that tho new
company at Nowark intends to treat many other
kinds of gkins besides those of the seal, such as
rabbit, coon, bear nnd various others. All
these skins are now colored in various hues,
You see some of them on tho street every day
worn in various forms,”™ This is mora than half
the business of the London firm.

“‘The entire annual product of sealkskins in
the world is, say 70,000. About half of these
are consumed in the Urited States, Well, if
the new company got all of these to treat it
would only be a small thing, According to the
rates we paid it would be worth about g1 10 for
transforming in the manner I have stated the
skin of a large gnp. For the larger seal it
would be §5.10. It costs $2.45 for dressing,
$1.15 for getting tho coarse hair out and $1.50
for dyeing.

“Gen. Miller and I for a time thorsughly
talked over nud considered the advisability of
dressing and coloring the skins, but it was
finally abandoned, because to make that part
of tho business iroﬁtable we must treat many
other kinds of skivs with which wo had no.
thing to do. The fine work is in removing the
large haira. Yreadwell, who is represented as
onc of the leadors in the enterprise, has been
in the fur business for a good while,”
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Tho Canadian shoe and l-ather directory for
1892 hag been received. It is a complets hand-
book of Canadian shoe and leather industries,
and will prove a valuable book of reference to
houses in these t-ades.

A sharp advance having taken placo in the
States on the fiver gindes of paper, owing to a
searcity of rags, wholeralera at Montreal are
gaing to advance their prices. In prop rtion
the advance will equal at least ten per cent.

A blacksmith of Quebee is credited with
having discovered a process for bardening cop-
per. It has been teated successfully at the
Uovernment, ranges, » bullet fired at forty yards
being flattened and split agninst a copper plato
one and threo quarter lines in thickness.  The
matter will bo brought to the attention of the
Admiralty, and it is claimed that if the process
stands all the tests at the English dockyards,
as is expected, it will work a rovolution in
armour plating.




