THE COMMERCIAL.

psm———
tario has. openly put its provisions and
penalties at defiance,

But when we reach commercial ques.
tions the eccontricitics of Cunadian legis-
lation, both Dominion and loeal reach
their most dangerous forms. It is the
avowed policy of the present Dowinion
Government to bind as closely together
gs possible Canadian trade interests,
and in its railway and tariff policy it
docs not scruple at great injustico in tho
3istribution of benefite and burdeus to
.arry out its binding aims.  Yet in the
question of relationship of debtor und ere-
ditor, one which affects trade more than
all others, it staudsidly by and refuses to
take any action. The want of an Act
which will compel the equal distribution
of the assets of insolvent estates, is at pre-
sent doing incaleulable injury to the credit
of commercial Canada in Lurope and the
United States, and is & dead load for the
trade interests in the Dowminion to carry ;
yet the ceéntral government at Ottaws,
the only one with the power to give Felief
in the matter resoluteiy avoids the ques
tion, and closes ‘the present session of
Parliament without even a promise to
take tho question up. Here the futility
of provincial legislatures attempting the
work of the Dominion Parlinment is made
-gppatent. Ontario has its Creditor's Re-
Yief Act, and a $imilar one is called for in
Manitoba. The Council of the Northwest
Territories have put debtors practically
beyond the reach of their creditors, and
our hopeful Manitoba Legislature have
passed an Exemption Act, which makes it
optional to & debtor whether he pays his
debts or not, for by its provisions he must
be aman of considerable loose means be-
fore ht"cini Le forced.

Altogether there is being woven a sweet
nefwork of local legislation in the prov-
inces and territorics, the cifect of which
will be to set the trading communitics of
the different provinces at sixes and sevens,
and inaugurate a systcm of gralb for the
loral credito. to the loss of the distant
one, where the broad litnits of exemption
domot reach. And yet all this local legis-
lation is not framed and put in Torce for
deht evasion purposes, some of it Leing
frqmr“q_‘ 3}5@?’1.1__. th\c‘ very best iqtcutiox!s.
gt it all goes tn prove lov useless it is
ior a loen] governrient to att.mpt to grap-
ple with the great «uestion of the relation-
ship of debtor and cieditor. The best
that can be gccompljshed is to afford a
little focal r@‘hof,L and this must in most

cases bo sccured at the expensoof the dis-
tant creditor. It is the work of the
Dominion Government beyound question,
and until it is undertaken by the one in
power the charge of legislative indolenco
lies at their door. 1f the one now in
power would carry out its own avowed
policy commercial Canada would not now
be in the helpless position it is in, or be
compelled to go round to local ligislatures
aud beg of them to do some patching up
which can only at lLest be a misernble
substitute for the great work which is re-
quired and should be undertaken at
Ottawa. The neglect of this work fur-
nishes anovther strong argument to those
who assert that Canada with the great
country under its control is like the httle
Loy with his father's Loots, the msule of
which his little feet and legs could wander
arouud, but to walk with them wasamat-
ter impossible,
SENSATIONAL WAR NEWS.

A small item in the last issue of Tue
ComienciaLl regarding ciothesline tele-
grams has cvidently scrivusly annoyed
our local contemporary, the Sun, and
worked our other evening coutemporary,
the Z'{mes, into & foaming rage, That an
item of less than twenty lines should
have caused such a fuss is prime facie
evidence that it has struck & tender spot
o two somew here.

We shal! first turn our attention to the
Sun and its statement about our small
article. That journal has as yet failed to
show that any press dispatch, direct from
the front ireachied Wiunipey during the
tiae we specitied, but we admt that 1t
received . dispatch (and not a regular
press dispatch, as is admitted in its own
columus,) from Clarke’s Crossing, which
it published, as did the Zumes, 1 a Sun-
day edition. If we are to adwmit that the
garbage flying from Clarke’s Crossing
was news from the frout, there would be
some argument in what the Sun has said,
but forseveral days afier the fight at
Fish Creek, Clarke's Crossing was practi-
cally as far severed from the fiout and
scene of action as Portayge la Prairie and
Braudon, and the messages received dur-
ing these several days, and particularly
the one on .he strength of which the Sun
and Times publishew a Suuday edition,
were of such an unreliabic nature, whea
they referred tu anything at the front, as
to provoke only a smile of incredubty
from those who read thew in printe. We

regreg that tho Sun s enterprise (of which
it has « commendable shave) should for
once hnve got uhead of its good judg-
ment, for notwithstanding its talk aboat
sleeping sentinels, the Free Press would
not publish n Sunday edition on the
strength of the Clarke's Crossing telegram
referred to, although a forco of its
employecs were on hand ail day to do so
if nceessary , and the fact that said tele-
gram has since been shown to contain
unmitigated hosh, shows the good judg-
ment of its managers,

But a word or two with our friend the
Times, which scems to have entrusted the
management of 1ts cnse with Tue Cox-
MERCIAL to ats fighting or sporting editor,
aud that worthy has managed to mix the
war interests of lus journal with the late
McKeown slugging match at Neche, the
straight tip regarding which he no doubt
possessed at the time of writing his chal-
lenge headed * Put up or shut up”.  But
this cuttle tish policy of stirring up the
mud to blind onlookers 1s far from reach-
ing desired results, and a fixed up stirring
of conditions in a so-called challenge, not
one of which condition callsin question
the statements made in our lust issue, have
not raised dust enough to cover up the
retreat of the 7vmes from the pit of pub-
lic exeeration in wlich it now wallows.
A journal waich wanufactured out of
printer's ink a huge battle in Egypt, slay-
ing the followers of -Arabi Pasha in
thousands, aund capturing fortitications
with pure editorial gas, finds no difficulty

in trausferring 1ts field of operations to
the Canadian Nourthwest, except that the
few who trouble themselves to read its
rubbish, are Letter able to judge of its
absurdity on matters neaver home. The
defent of our brave troops at Fish Creck,
which it manufactured for its edityon of
April 25th, .aud detailed with an apparent
malicious satisfaction, which showed that
the wish was father to the thought, like
most others of its undertakings, has since
turned out to be a prece of unpleasant
romauce, aud in fact so has mne-tenths of
the rubbish it has dished up of latoas
welegraphic news from the front. We
notice, however, that the T9mes has ad-
optid two new headings since our last
issue, oue * From Clarke's Crossing ” and
the other “ Learned in the city " which
subtracted from its forer alleged tele-
graphic reports, will save its readers from
a pile of former tortures, and perhaps save
the reputation of their war correspondent
by makirg him responsible for a hittle less
of the trash which never passes through
his hands. There is hopeforeven the Zimes

¢* For while the lamp irolds on to burn
The greatest sinner may veturn.”



