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Even by mortals loathed
‘This prodigy of horvor.  Theve of Night
Olbweure the di«mnal dwellings rise, with mists
Of Jdatkneas overaprend.  There Night
And Day, near passing, mutual grestings atill
Excliango, altornate as **ioy glide athwart
Tho brazen threghold vast — 'I'his enters, that
Forth lssuea; nor the two can one abodo
At onco conatrain, “L'ho sona of gloomy Night
I'here hold their habitation- -Death and Sleep—-
Dread delties 3 nor thiem the shining Sun
Eer with his Leams contemplates, when he climbs
‘I'ne cope of heaven, nor when from heaven descends,

L . .

How nro wo to account for theso atriking resemblances botwoon Hesiod
and Milton, without charging the latler with plagiarism, in not ackpowledg-
ing his indebtedness to the Grecian poet? The author of tho * Paradise
Tost” is known to have been fawmilisr with ancient clissical literature ; o
was, therofora, doubtless, ncquainted with the poewms of esiod.  1[ ho was,
the problom is solved ; tho ideas of thu Ascrasan bard would involuntarily
suggest them to his mind ; and the topics being similar, tho very language
which had proviously been used, would b roproduced with later work.
This, I boliove, is tho true, and a perfectly adequate explanation, of the
curious and intoresting phenomenon which we have been contemplating.

PuuiLo-orassicus,

Wolfville, Nov. 25, 1885.

RANDOM ARROWS.

It is impossible that any conceivable social system or stato of things
could more completely and conspicuously condemn itself than political
parttizanship has done in the case of Riel. Principlo is flung to the winds
with & shamelessnoss which is only loss astonishing than the facility with
which shame has, in these days, come to be coudoned. Fifteen yoars ago
none clamored so ioudly for justics on the miscreant who has just paid the
penalty of his wickodness, as the Grits, They woro right then in so doing,
and thoy would have been justified in continuing to make politival capital
out of the criminal's immunity, had not their own governmont, when in
power, been as guilty as Sir John's. .

Ono of the worst features of the contention is the setting up of the baleful
principle that crimes should not Lo capitally punished if only thoy can be
designated political. This means nothing more, nor less, than that a com-
munity is to bo plunged into bloodshed, rapine, and military oxpenditure,
whenever aay scoundrel to whom an evil nutoriety is the breath of life, may
happen to possess brains cnough to make him dangerous. Tho character of
tho lower French olemont, with the Indian material to work upon, lays the
Doninion peculiarly opon to this risk—a rigk which the courago of the Gov-
ernment in detormining to cairy out tho woll-deserved sentenco, will be
found to have minimised. Whoroever the Government may have lost
respeet, their action in this matter should go very far to restore it, and thoso
who have had grave fears how far the wori sort of French influence might
have provailed o frustrate the onds of justice, will have had their confidence
reassured.

There are many who have como to ragard the efiroutery and mondacity
of political newspaper discussion with disgust, and to pass it by with con-
fempt, butthis question has been followed with an exceptional interest, and the
unscrapulousness with which the utterances of some Consorvative papers on
the subject have been distorted and mistrop.tesented, has beon so flagrant as,
I should imagine, entirely to -dofeat its eud.

The malignance of American journalism might of courso bo counted on;
but that a portion of the Canadian press should soek to mako capital out of
the righteous firness of the Government in this conjuncture is nothing short
of a disgrace. :

Two notable deaths were published last woek, that of the young King of
Spain, and of the Vice Presidont of the United States. Tho late King was
a sovereign of much good promise, and his carly domiso caa scarcely bo
other than disadvantageous to his country. No doubt wo shall hear of
Don Carlos again, and it is only to be hoped that the regency will bo in firm
and eble hands.

The deceaso of the Vice-President presonts itsolf in a different light. M.
Hendricks was unfortunately a politician of the baser sort, and there was no
saying how vox.tious an obstacle ke might have prouved to Mr. Cleveland’s
reforming policy; while, if by evil fortune, the President himself should have
beon removed, the aceession of Mr. Hendricks could not have been regarded
as othor than a misfortune. .

The death of the young Princo Imperial, tho' sad enough in itself, was
perhaps fortunate for Franco, at least in extinguishing anothor line of the
Napoleonidze. -

Ihave woll nigh given up all idea of contending with Belial. Ilis
peculiar malapropi»n genius is too strong for mo, and I suppose it is vain to
hint, as Céunt Cgflcks gays: “in tho most delicato manner,” that he might
possibly deign to discrimibate between “deprecato” and * depreciate,”
and “ direst " and “ direct.” Perhaps ho who writes an abominable hand,
has n0 right to hint at the possibility of rondering a doubtful-looking word
right by tho sense of the context. Yet one thing puzzles one ; somo printers
have risen to eminenco, very many to a high lovel of attainment. Jlas tho dis-
tinction botween the ruck and those who havo left it bohind been in any
way due to the tact and quickness which can diseriminato and determine by
context ? -But perbaps I am writing of that which I know very littlo about.
At all ovents T mean no offence,

* Mr. John C, Goodridgo twrites in the Scientific Ameri¢an, (Oct. 31,) on
tho subject of closing tho Straiia of Bollo Iele, and speculates on the possiblo
diversion of tho Gulf Stream which wmight sttond such a woik. Tho idoa
was treatad of at somoe longth by General Sir Selby Swinyth, in his Militia
Roport for (I think) 1880, of which faot Mr. Goodridge is probably
unaware, .

Atong the possibilitios which might onsue is an altetation of the climatoe

of the ritish Jslands to a tomperaturo correspoudont to their latitude, Me. «

Goodridgo rogards the quostion, of course from the point of viow of the
ameliomtion of the chimato of the Atlantic coast, and is o little playful
ubout “n climato liko Labrador making many changes in tho tight littlo

island,” and * the Queon loaving hor frozen subjocts in England Lo take tho, .

thiono as-Empress of India.”

A fow years ago Mr. Bradlaugh published a pampblot entitled, ¢ A fow
words about the ‘Dovil.” Some paper (I think tho Spectafor) noticing it,
obgorved that  no doubt Mv. Dradlangh-had a. porfect right to say a fow
words about the Duvil, but that, at:no very distant timo, tho Devil might
vory likely havo a few words {0 say to Mr. Bradlaugh, and would in all pro-
pability, havo the beat of the argumnont.”

A changoe of the natural conditions of a country by human agency would
Yo a serious intornational question ; such .an ono is cloverly illustrated in
“ By aud By,” a story of five hyudred years honco, which is far suporior to
Bulwer's ¢ Coming Iace.” In it Maitland supposes Abyssinia, urged by
horeditary hatred to Egypt, divorting the course of tho Nile, and being com-
pelled by tho council of groat powers to restoro it.

If, thorefore, this project should over approach the stage of acfion, it is.
not improbable that, tho Straits being in British Torritory, the.Quoon might
also—should Cauada still recognizo her allogianco to England—have g fow
words ” to say in the matter,

Franc-TIREUR.
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[ror THE criTIC.] -
THE QUESTION OF HIGH SCHOOL SUPPORT.

Somc weeks ago, a discussion took place in the City Council, on the
advisability of maintaining,-at the public expense, any institutions such as
High Schools, whose sphere of action is in advance of the all-sufficicat
“Three R'.” A theory of public instruction has been promulgated, and
has found only too much favor among the ultra-economical, which is not by
any means new, but which does not yet seem to have been relegated to its
proper place among the curiosities of attempted reform. That it still finds,
even in-the neighboring Republic, an occasional advocate among newspa:
pers and men whose highest aim is to gain popularity, may be gathered from
an article in the Boston Journal of Education, beginning with this sentence :

“The greatest hindrance to general progress in public school affairs, in
every part of the country, is found in a considerable class of- obstinate men
of wealth, sometimes of education and high respectability, who are impres-
sed with the'crotchet that the American common school, like the old-time
free school of the South and the English government schools of to-day,
should be a sort of cheap John arrangement for teaching the three R.’s and
the unskilled industries to the masses, roofed in with a firmament of brass*
to prevent the common herd from rising above its sphere in life.”

I refer to this agitation, not because 1 think it likely to take any
definite shape. I have too much faith in ..: good sense of the public,
too much reliance upon its liberality, upon its desire for the advancement
of the youth of the city in high education, upon its public spirit, to expect
any such narrow and illiberal theories to receive a general supporte.  When
one glances at the state of secondary education abroad, both in the most
enlightened nation of Europe and in the thriving American Republic, he
cannot fail to be struck with the boldness, while he is alarmed at the folly
of any proposition to lessen the support at present extended to popular edu-
cation. In Germany, whosc inhabitants are in the van of the artistic, literary,
and scientific world, the whole system of education, including Primary
Schools, Burgher Schools, the Realschule, the Gymnasium, and the Univer-
sity, are supported by the public. The Realschule, occupying the middle of
the series, corresponds to our High Schools, the course consisting of French,
German, English, Latin, Mathematics, Geography, History, Natural History,
Physics, Chemistry, Drawing, etc. The same system of popular education,
which. has been looked upon as the most perfect in existence, prevails in its
general features in the cther German States, as well as in I'rance, Italy,
Russia, Sweden, Norway, the Netherlands, and o somne extent-in England.
With the experience and culightenment of the civilized-world ranglng them-
selves on theside.of free secondary education, we have prima facieevidence
enough to make us.consider well before abolishing it,

High Schools are necessary, in order to keep up the supply of teachers for
the lower departments; they furnish a stimulus to the activity or these
departments ; they, form the connecting link betv.éeu the Primary Schools
and the University, thus enabling poor, but clever and energetic boys, to
rise to positions of influence and power, to the great good of the communi-
ty. But as already said, there is little danger of any hasty legislation on
this subject; only, the very raising of the question, and the faising of doubts
as to the ‘necessity of High Schools, spreads abroad among the people ideas,
which in themselves mulitate against the cfficiency of these institutions.
The Halifax High School, or Academy, has, from the day of its foundation,
met with a blind, unquestioning opposition which has hithérto rendered jt
very difficult to kecp up a respectable attendance. Now tnat this difficulty
is removed, in the name of justicé let the public.judge- of the institution,
and grant or withold itssympathy according to the work done in it.



