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}E*cil ly inortalm lnatlil

Olmètre th di4nal iwcIlîî,k rige. it 1 inist-i
(3f îiarkli,îet nvcn'pirerad. Tiore Nlglit
And Day, iirar p i u tattti greetlîa aitill
Fxcliatgeý, aitente m *'.0)' Vlol atl'Art
igo Iîmzen thremhol vst llits eiteriq, that

F'ortl k-iîrA : iinr the two cati (lue nb'îdo
At one enitraiu. Theî sanns of glonni) Nillit
T1hero lnld tlîeir habitation- *Death niud Sleecp-
1)read delties . noir (hetu tite elilnitg ~Uw
Wer wktli lifi Lea:ins couîteuifflîtes, %vlieii lie clinilm
'l'lie cope or! licavmu, noir wlien frontî hcaveou ule.%soud.

How tire we toi accouint for the8oe triki g reseniblancc botwoou Ile8iod
and Mfilton, wilhout char'ing the latter %vitIî plaginrisiî, iii net tekioelg.

en hie indebtedness to tlo Greci:u poet 1 l1'lie mitlier ef' tho '1 Paradiso
e ~ot" ie knoiwn to have bou faniiaitr witlî auîcient eimcl literatture ; lho

wvas, tieroforo, donhtluss, acquaîîîted with the piociiis ef tlesiod. If lu> %vas,
the problotn iB solved ; thuc idean ef tho Ascenatu bard %wotild involuîntarily
Buggest thein to lies mind ; and the tepios h>oiig eiimnilar, the very lnn"ua"
whbich had provioiisly been used, wvould bd reproduccd ivith Inter %voi.
T his, 1 bolieve, ie tho truc, aud a perfectly adlequatu explanation, of the
curious and interesting phenomienon whiclî wo have bcon conteniplating.

lVolfville, Nov. 25, 1885.

RANDOM1 ARROXVS.

It is impossible thiat any concoivable social nysteni or etate of thtingi
could more comsplutely anil con8pîeuouely condeinu îtsolf thau polilical
partizanehip has <donc in the case of Riel. Principlo is flang te the winds
with ir shameloesness which is only lessl nstoùishing than the fncility with
wvhicb shaie lhas, in these dnyr,, como to ho con.doned. Fitteen yeari nge
nane clainorcd se ioudiy for .justica on the iniscroant Nvio' han jiiit paid the
penalty of his %vickednes3, as tho Grits. They wori riglit thon in se doing,
axnd tIîoy %vould have bren justified in continuing te inake politicai capital
outof tho crimiinnl'e inimunity, had net their 'own govornmont, %vhien in
power, heurn ns guilty as Sir John's. .

One of the worst féatures of tho contention is the sotting up of tho balotul
principle that crimes should îîot bo capitally punishoed if only they eau ho
designated political. T'his mieans nething more, nor less, than that .1 cein-
muuity is te ho pluged into bloodshied, rapine, and iiitary oxponditure,
whenever any scotndrul te whom an ovii nitoriety ins tho breath of lite, iiny
happen te possess bramei onough te inakor hlm dangeroue. Thno character of
the lower French eleniont, witi tho Indfian tnatorial to Nwork upon, laye tho
Dominion peculiarly open te thie risk--a ridlc nhich tho courage of the Gev-
ornnient in deterrining te cairy eut tho vel.doscrved sentence, will ho
found te have minitiised. WVherover the Governînunt may have lest
respect, their action in this matter should go v'ery far te restore it, and those
who have had grave fcars îoiv far tho wore.i sert of French influence might
have prevaiicd te frustrate tho ends et justice, %vill have had their confidencei
roassured.

There are înany wrho have corne tu rogard the effrontory -and mondacity
of political newsapapcr discussion with disgust, and te pass if. by with con-
Lonip!, but this question hias been folloved witli an exceptional interest, and tHie
un8crupulousness with which thu utterancu, eto soin.c Consorvative papers on
the subject have been distortedl and misrul.rcsented, hua beon Be flagrant as,
I should imagine, entîrely te -dofcat its cend.

,The nialignance cf Anicricaîi journahism înight ot courie o cunted on;
but that a portion of tho Canadien press shouid soek te miake capital out ef
the rfightoue; ftriune of tho Gevernnient in this conjuncture je nothingl Short
of a dingrado.

Tweo notable deathîs nycre puiishcd last iveek, thtat et the yotung King ef
Spain, and et the Vice Prosidont of the United States. 'fie lato KingoWas
a soverelgn et nîuclî good promise, anti hîs early demisio *ta 8carcely bc
other than disadvantageous te lus cotintry. N~o doubt wo shahi lîcar ef
Don Oarlos again, and it ia oniy te ho heped tbat the regioncy %viii ho ini firn
and thie hands.0

Th* deccaso et tie Vico-President presoît itýself in adiffoirent lighit. )rr.
eondricke wvas unfortunately a polîtician of tho baser sort, and there ivas no

ayighoir vex..tious an obstacle lie xnigU thlavo pruved te Mr. Cleveland's
rcforîning- policy ; wvhile, if by evil turtune, the Prosîdent hiisolt should have
been removçd, the accession of 'INr. Ifondricks could net have beon regardcd
as othier than a niistortuno.

.The death et the yoting,, Prince Imperial, tho' sad enougli in itself, ivas
perbaps fortunato for France, at leant in ùin ihigaucother lino et tho
Napoleonidoe. 

0

I have wvoll nigh given up ail idca ef contonding ivith l3elial. 111e
peculiar nlalapropàiln genius is ton stroug for nie, and 1 suppose it is vain te
hint, as C6unt Oh cks sýays : " in the ment deliv~ato inanner," thiat lie iîiglit
possibiy deign te diqcriîninato botwcen Ildeoprecato " and Ildepreciate,"
and Ildirest" and "ldirect." Porhaps lie vhîo writes -an abominable hîand,
has mo xiglit te hint at the poasibility ot rondlcring a doubttul-lcoking wvord'
right by thc sonne oÉ tho- context. Yet elle thimg puzzles one ; somne pitcrs
have risen, te eîninence, veiry many te a higli le vel et attai nment. Jias tle dis-
tinction hotwven f lie ruck and thoseo lî have left it bohind beon in auy
way duo te the tact and quickne.ss whicli eau discrimina!o and deterinino by
context 'I -But permap s 1 ain writimg of that which; I know very littio about.
A'. ail a'vents I nucan ne ettence.

. Mr. .John C. Ooodridge writoe in the Sct'n«,$id ict'eoit ot. 31,) on
the subjeet et elosing theo Stralis et Belle IlIe, and epeculntes on the possible
diversion et te Gulf Streani uvhiol iîîight attend sueh a %voik. Tho idea
%va.s treîîted et nt semai longth by General Sir Sclby Smyth, in hie Mfilitia
lieport for (I think) 1880, et nvhicli ftct NLr. Geodridgo îs probahly
unaware.

Aiîong the luessibilities ivich miiglît ensui, v; an alteîiîtion ofet flcimate
efthie British 1slandd te a touiporature correspondent te thoir latitude. Mr.
Goodridge regards the question, et course fret» tho point et viow et tîte
aiîieliorntien of the chrnate et the Atlantic t5hast, and ie a littie îîîaytul
about "a clitîmate liko Labrador miakin- nmany chianges iii the tiglit littlo
i8laîid," andIl" the Queon leavin- lier frozen subjocte in Eugland te tako tlho.
thioie as -Einpress of India."1C

A tcw years nge Mr. flradlatigli publislhod a pamphblet entillod, Il A fenv
Nyords about the '1)ovil." Somae palier (I thiink te .S'pccalor*) noticing it,
obqcurvcd tîtut Illie deubt M.raag. hîad a. perfect righit te Say a fov
Nverds about tic Dovil, but that, at-no, vory distint tinie, tho Devili tiglt
very ltkely have a tcwv %orils te eay te Mr. Bradlaugh, aîid %vould in aIl pro-
pabîlity, have tîto beAt et the argument."0

A change et the nîutural conditions et a country by huma»in agency %vouîd
bo a serieus international question ; suehi .nu oe is cleverly illuetrated in
"Il y and fly," a etory et live hijudred years hoence, whichi le far superior te
Buhwer's IlComing iaco." In it Maitland sjuppo.gei Abyssinia, urged by
hioreditary liatied te EgYpt, diverting- tîto course of Lte Nile, and heing cein-
pelled hy the counicil of great poiver8 te restera it.

If, therefore, this project8heuld'evér nppreach tho stage of action, it Ws
izet improbable that, the Straite huing in British Territory, tlic.Queen miglit
also-sîould Canada aitill recognize lier allegiance te 1-:nglandi-have "la fow
wverds " te eay in thîe itatter.

FnANc-TinEuu.
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TIIE QUESTION 0F HIGÎ{ SOHOOL SUPPORT.

Some wveeks age, a discuîssion took place in thie City Council, on the
advisability et rnaint.ainîng,-at the puiblic exp en'ise, any institutions such as
Highi Schools, nvhose sphere et action is in advance ef thc ahl-suflicicnt
"Thrce R's." A theory of Public instruction has been promulgatcd, and

has ftund only tee inuci favor amon- the ultra-economical, nvhîch iq- not lsy
any means new, but wvhich lices net yet seem te havé beca relegatcd te its
proper place atnong the curiosities of attempted ierorm. That it 8till finds,
even iin-the neighboriný Republic, an ccasionai advocate among newvspa-
pers and men whose highest aimi is te gain popularity, may be gathered from
an article in thc Boston Journa-l ofE(lucation, beginning with this sentence:

"1The greates t hindrance te gencral pregress jn public scheol affairs, in
every part et the country, is teuund in a considerable class ot- ebstinate mea
et %vealth, sonietimes et educatien and hîigh rcspectability, whe are impres-
sed iid the*cretchet that the American conîmon school, like the ehd-time
free school et tdie South and the English geveranent schools et te-day,
sheuld be a sort ef cheap John arrangeament fer teaching the three R.'s and
the unskilled industries te Uié masses, roefed in ih a firmamaent et brass
te prevent the conoen hcrd fremf rising above ils sphere in lite."

I refcr te this agitation, net because I think it hikely te take any
definite shape. I have tee nîuch faitît iii ;b: good senbe of tlîc public,
tee much reliance upen ils libcrality, upofi it desire foý the advancement
et the youth et the city iii higl education, uipon its public spirit, te, expect
any such narrenv and illiberal theeries 4o, receive a general suppo rt, Whcn
ene glances at the state cf secondaTy education abroad, both in the most
enlightencd nation ef Europe and in the thriving American Republic, he
cannot fail te be struck with the boldness, while he is aîarmcd. at the folly
et any preposition te lessen tne support at present extendedta, pepular cdu-
cation. In Germany, whosc inhabitants are inil ie van et thon artistic, literary,
and scieatific %verld, the vhiole systerni et education, including Prinmary
Schools, Burgher Schools, the Realschule, the Gymnas ium, and the Univer-
sity, are supportcd by the public. The Realschule, occulpyiing h liii iddle of
the aecricd, corresponds te our Iligli Schiools, thme course consisting et French,
German, English, Latin, Mathematîcs, Geegraphy, H-istory, Natural Histery,
Physics, Chcmistry, Drawving, etc. The saine systecm et popuhar educatien,
%vhich. has been looked upon as tue nient pqrtect.in existence, prevaîls ini ils
general tentures in the effier German States, as wvell as in *France, Italy,
Russia, Swveden, Nonvay, the-Netherlands, and zo soîne exteîit ia England.
Wirth the experience and cnlighteniment et the civilized -vorld ranging tlîem-
selves on tlicside.ofrfiesecondaly education, wvc have Zpriimafacicevidence
enough te niake usconsider weli befere aheiishing it..

. 1Igb Schcols are necessary, in order to kecp up the supply et teachers for
Uic leweï departments; thîey turnishi a stimulus te the activity er -these
dcpartment8 ; they. forrn the connccting linkc betvcn the Primary Schiobîs
and the Univcrsity, thus enabîîng poor, but clever amd ener.-etie boys, te
tise tei positions ef influence and pewcr, te, the gréai gà«od ofet Ucommuni-
ty. But as already said, thiere is lite danger et any liasty legislation on
this subjcct; enly, the very raising of the question, and the raising of deubts
as te tic -necessity et Hiigh Schools,,sprcads abroad anmoîîg ilIte people idean.
wvhich in t.hetselves militatn against the efficicncy of these institutions.
The Halifax High Schm 'ool, er Acadcmy, han, fre'n the day iof is toundatien,
met ývith a blind, unquestiening oppositio'n wvhich lias hithé rte re-nderêd* it
very difficult te kep up a respectable atteudance. Nowv tnat this difficulty
is rernovcd, in the name of justice lct lIme public.judge- 6f the institution,
and grant er withold its-sympathy according te tle weork donc in ît.
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