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EDITORIAIL NOTES.

Elsowhere we give some advice on the subject of meking existence
endurable in the hot weather, but now that we have rcached September
there will vot be any neceesity for anxiety. We sometimes have some very
hot weather during this month, bat it scldom lasts loog, and the mights are
decidedly cool. Our usually delightful autamas are a bountiful corpzasa-
tion for any discomfort ** balmy spring "’ imposes on us.

Russia still continues to arm—some new warlike equipment being
tlmost daily announced. We may truly look forward to these martial pre-
parations ending, as the saying is, 1n smoke, but it will be the awful smeke of
battle.  Any conflict with that country will shake Europo to the foundation,
and such conflict may be looked forward to at any time. Two more
tegiments of cavalry have been formed under the Emperor’s orders, and
various minor additions to the force are likewise roported. All the ship-
yards are engaged in buildiog ironclads and monitors, of which twenty two
ure 1Ow on the siocka. Extensive railways which have been projected and
will be rapidly completed, appear to have more than a commercial value to
crafty Ivan Ivanovitch. As suon as the new Russisn rifle bas been sprved
out to the troops, the country will be in a position to throw off the mask at
any moment and stand forth prepared for any openly aggressive policy it
way sdopt. We think the European powers are fally aware of this, and
the bayonct_u which now flash above in courtcous salutec may in an instant
drop defensively and presort a firm, serried line against which the Northern
Bear with his bullying cubs shall advance only to find how great is the
srergth of an bonest, whole-hearted resistance which brooks neither trift
log DOT oppression,

The cenaus figures are a great disappointmont. No doubt we, like the
Americans to tho south of us, builded our hopss too high, and are doomed
lo disappointment, but we caonot but fecl a poignant regrot that tho total
populstion of the Domision of Canada does not rcach five millions. It
%8 hoped that six millions would have been rcachbed, and tofall ss far
hort of this as we have done, the total population being given as 4,823.344,

a tamible come down,  We gave the figuros by provinces in our news
umis Jast week, together with the increase for the past decade. The
gures for the cities show that Halifax has & population of 38,556 as sgainst
6,200in 1881 ; such a small incresse and so0 out of proportion to what
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was expected, that wo wish cn many accounts that the authorities would
order a civic census of nopulation to be taken at once for our own satisfac-
tion. It was claimed that the last decennial census gave us 2 population
lower by about 4,000 than the facts warranted, and the estimations of the
present population ran all the way from 42.000 to §5,000. We fully
expected that 45,000 would be near the figure, and we still feel sure the a
carefully taken census wonld bring the sum up some thousands.
As to tho Counties, those whose chief industry is agriculture have
decreased, and the mining counties, with the excepticn of Pictou,
have increased largely in population. Annapolis, for instance, has
decreased from 20,598 in 1881 t0 19.353, and Cumberland bas increased
from 27,368 to 34,529. New Bruoswick, according to the figutes,
has only 61 more people this year than in 1881, this showing making it
out the most unprogressive province in the Domivion, but as the St.
John Gazette points out, this is no worse than the States of Msino and Ver-
mont, which increased only one per ceut. in ten yeass, “The rosults show
most conclusively that at present ** the star of Lwpire glitters in the west.”’
Canada does a good deal 10 secure population, but it appears that a more
vigorous effort must be made to achieve the desited results.

Perplexing and puzzling beyond measure. is the goneral verdict as to the
ccosus returns for 1891, and many there be who bold to it that if these
returns be correct, those of the previous census were decid:dly oat. The
most prooounced pessimist cannot assert-that Nova Scotia is not czjoying a
wuch larger mes~ure of prosperity t> day thaa w.s cujsyed by her ten years
ago. Tbe provincisl towns show a very decideq incrzase in population, and
to our mind Islifax should doeo too. The metropolis shows every indica-
tion of gruwth and prosperity , thete are few huuses to let, our boarding
houses are crowded and building operations brisk. No citizen of Halifax
who remembers the ci.y during the decade of the seventieacan forgetthe bot-
tom prices at which res] estate and bouse properties were selling I those
days tenants were difficult to Qnd, raany huuses were vacant and thete were
few cxteasive boarding houses. Tu-day pruperuces are let before the foun-
dations of the new houses are completed, while rooms in the large and
comfortable boarding houses are at a premium, Docsany sane Halifaxian
believe that if this city increased from 28,0c0 to 36,000 in the seventieg it
has only increased from 36,000 to 38,000 in the eightics. The assumption
is preposterous, and our city fathers owe it to the fair name of this city to
have np caumeration of popalation made ot the carlicst pussible date:
Another carious festure of the cunsus retaras is the assawed decrease in
pcpulation in the countics of Azpap.ll., Kiugs and Iants, all of whicl
countics are ¢r.joying a remarkable dogree of 2 ficuanral preepenity.  If the
cexnsus relurns be correct it but proves tual yuusg m.o and' women ere
being cducated out of conatry lif:, and arc scekiog homes fn the larger
ceotres of pspulation, :

When we say the young men and wom-n of the country are being edu-
cated ott of country life, we expressa truth that has been apparent for
some time, but even while regretiing the fact, we Jonot wish 1o bz under-
stood as in favor of any bickward st:p in this matter. A little knowledge is
proverbislly a dangerous thing, and we fear that the amouant of shooting the
young idea does in the cousntry is only sufficieat to make trausplaotation
appear desirable, and pot cnough to ensure a thorouzh rooting in belief in
the pleasures and profits of agricultaral hfe. It appsars that something
must be radically wrong with the trend of education  Every mothar's son
and daughter in onr farming country goes to sc)2), and imbibzs a cktain
sort of knowledge or learning, som:times very supeifizial, of the beanches
taught in our common schools. Thus “ educated * they bocome dissatisfied
with their surronndings and flock to the cities, where work is not plentiful
enough for all who seck it, and mavy follow up their first move by gaidz
away to the United States  We could zever retera to-allowing the youag
people o grow up without a chance to learn the thres R's, bat samechange
in the sysiem at present at work nught be fruitiul of gosl reselts. Wby
shoald not some practical agricultural studies b2 taught in all the schools,
and a bay who is to become 2 farmer bo interested in them quite as much
as in algebra or gcomstry 7 Cuiture is desirable far 113 owa sake, but if
every farmer’s son and daughter ia the I’ruvince were de.ccimnzd to go in
for higher eduacation it would Lte a posr loskoat fur a.. Taiags mast be
better balanced than tiat, and cquil hunor perviias to 1ae tihiog of the sail,
the rearing of herds, and the so-caiied higaze waiks of afe. Taz taci that
so maony gentlemen of birth and furlune have gone to fanniog for an occu-
pation should have a stimulating cff:ct upoa tasse who think they can
better themselves by leaviag the farm. Tac bighest good of the whole
country can be best compassed by these mattera being weli balancod—not
too maay of any one calling, and faraiag ia tae thing abywe sl otherd wt.
should not be neglected,



