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Never before: in the history af t « Salon de Pards bos the golt medal
for especial excellence been awarded v o nstiwe of Americr, and it s
gratifying to find the first possessor of thiz horor a Camdan, Mo Panl
Deel, n native of London, Out,, now a famous painter in avope, 1a the for
tupate man.  Ile 15 not vet thirty-nine years of age and has reached the
zenith ol fame as an arnst,

The celebration of the jubilev ol the introduction of the penny post in
Great Britam is sugpestive of astiil wider extension ol the privileges of
cheap portnge.  The Iig aril Federanomsts mie now end=nvormg 1o have
tho advantages of the penuy pest exterded 10 all parts of the Draish
Empire, and, chimertical as the proposition may appear, thers can he no
doubt that in a few years the net results wonld o greater than they are at
the (nesent tiwe.

Russiat is preje cting « great electric ratiway, the largest in the world thus
far,  [tis to conneet the Archangel on the White Sea with St Peersburg
on the B.aue, a distance to round numbers ot five hundred miles. It is
backed by Archangel mierests and the name of Sicmeuns Bros. is connccted
with it.  {'ne plan is (o furnish the current trom a series of generating sta-
tions along the hine. ‘The estimated cost including rolling steck is a litle
over §15,0c0 permile, Tho progress of the schemeo will no doubt be watched
with interest.

A new cathedeal has been erected in Africa, It stands amidst the 1uina
of Carthage, on the very site of Kyrsa, the citadel where the Carthaginians
made their last desperate stand. [t is dedicated to Saint Louis the King of
Frarce, who died at Carthage while leading his army to Palestine in the
Crusade, and whose body was interred there.  The cathedral is the result,
priccigally of the evergy of Cardinal Lavig.rie, and he has constructed
for himself beneath the sltar the tomb in which he desires his remains to
repose with his inseription already placed thereon.

The rccent explosion of dynamite in the north-end of Haiifax should
be a warnirg ag unst carclessness w the handling of sueh a powerful explo.
sive  The man who taws out dysamite in the wreng way is now almost
as prosonenily betare the ¢ mmunity as the man who * didn’t know it was
loaded ™  They are buh fuals, but the dyn mue forsd has the recommenda-
tion that he is mere hkely 10 kil himself than anyone else, whercas the
other usnaly kitls sote funocent vicum.  The law can deal with the crim-
inals, but what is o be done with (ools is a senous question.

The return of the Mowatt Governmont in Oatario by an increased
majority proves most conclusively that Dominion and Lecal Politics have
become dizeatscttsted. Mowatt 1s admnttedly a very able man, and has
steered his patty cicar frem the shoals and quicksands which have beset his
opperents. McCinby's ill-advised attempt to ubohsh Freach as an official
lanpuage, and the hiter spantof Orangism displayed by the Equal Righters
and a few leading Conservatives, tatled to win the support ot Protestant
Taberals, whtle 1t must have lost the Couservatives thousands of Catholic
voters., The result 1s not 1o be regretted, and shonld forever set at rest
religions crics in pulnical contets.

In the Adantic Monthly lor Juue Charles Dudley Warner treats of
 The Nova Scetia cowmmun school,” and points out what everyone at all
fambhar wit school boys and pirls must have noticed, that they are lament-
absy iguorant of poud htetature.  The object of the text books used in the
schaols scems t bz to teach how 1o read and not what 1o read. A taste for
geod litviature 1s quite s casily cultivated as a tasto for what is trashy, and
to make it of 1csl benefic to pupils 1t should be begun at the beginning, and
not put off until the ordinary school training has succeeded in cultivatiug ivat-
tention uud inteHedtual vieancy  The best education is afier ali to be found
in a thorough acquaintance with the best authors, and there is po reason
why this tasie stou.d no be formed and the training begno in school.

Halifax is fast changingits sombre chancter and becoming a bright,
active city, the fit metropolis of the fair Province of Nova Scotia, The
change has been wrought so gradu lly that 1o the resident it is scarcely
voticeable, but former citizens returping to visit their old home after a fow
years absence are loud in their exclamations of surpnise and joy over the
improvement that has taken place.  In the business sireet« handsome plate
glass froms have replaced the former gloomy show windows, and paint
artisrically applicd has brightened up everything  In the residential sections
of the city many fine dwellings have been erccted, showing that brautiful
cxteriors are now sought after as well as comfortable interiors. The horse
cars and the clectric lights have had no small share in brightening us up.

That there is room for improvement in the management of the Inter-
colonial Railway we believe is gencrally conceded. Mr. Pottingar, while
nomipally the manager, hus still to refer all important matters to Ottawa, and
this results in most harrassing delays.  Mr Collingwood Schricber, C. E,
is the real manager of the whole system of Government railways, and while
he is an engineer of proved ability and a man of the grestest cnergy and
perserserence, there is no disguising the factthat asa business manager of
rallways he is a failure, The very exactness of his training as an engincer
upfits bim to successfully £ill his dual positions of congineer and manager,
positions which z¢quire in mony instances abilitics of almost conflicting
characters. In all great systeras of railroads the business department and
the eogineerirg depastment are «nurely sepamte, and in the case of the
Intercolonial it will be found that the best results will not be reached until
the head manager is seiecied for his business wraining and push.

Coutrary to the general idea that the Czir of Russia would treat wilh
infinite contempt und scorn any advico or interference from foreign nowers
as to the treatment of Stberian prisoners ; it sc2ms that he has courteonsly
replied to a-letter from 1the Queen of Denmark, his mothor-in-law, thst he
wounld canse a strict enquiry into the Siberian scandals, and punish heavily
any excess of severity on the partof his olicials, and promises to instruct
his winisters to draft measures of amelivration. Al this sounds quite meck
andl mild, and if the influeuco of n mother-in-law can work such a reform
as is needed in the treatment of Siberian exdes, then all honor to it
Mothers in-law have been a long swifering and much abusaed class the world
over, but the action of Denmark's Queen should change this state of affairs.

A new phase ol the French shore difficulties in Nuvwfoundland is the
refusal of the morchants to pay dutizs on imported goods nnd the conse
quent refusal by the cusioms® oflicial at St. Gzorges Bay to allow gasds, con-
signed there by the Hwdaw to be landed.  In the meantime the delegates
to Iingland are heing well received, and leading journals, such as the Times

and Standard, have espoused their causes, and proposz as a sulution of the -

dliculty thst the IFrench Rights be purchased, the amount to bz paid to by
settled by arbitration. Reports of LFrench aggressions have greatly in-
censed the populace of the island, and roused them to the point of almost
actual rebellion, but official despatches received in Luglsnd pronounce
these reports as pure fabrications. That a solution of the difficulties satis-
factory to Newfoundland will soon be arrived at is now quite evident,

In England and the United Statos one of the burning questions of the
day seems to be shall women ride astride? A fashionable London tgiler
his made a riding snit espacially for this style of riding, which it is said
some society lady proposes to wear at a grest meet of horses. It may be
hard to overcome the prejudice against it, but why should not women have
any comfort that is 10 be got out of a natural style of riding, insead of
having to twist themselves into the position now fashionabte on horse-back,
The growing fancy for bicycle riding among the fair sex may assist in the
movement, and before long we may sce ladies riding, attired in suits which
allow them the greatest frecdom of motion and attitnde without beiag at all
immodest. [t takes a brave women, however, to break oud of linz. and
set a fashion so at variance with custom. Thz iucreased safey afforded by
the new style should recommend it to ail equestrians. Nothaving a person:l
knowledge of the wsthetic effect of the dress, we cannot yet tell whether it
will be an improvement on the present style or thy reverss,

The recent exploit of some Harvard studeats in diubing th: coilege
building and the statue of its founder with red paint, is a disgrace which
the faculty and the well behaved students would give a good deal to wipe
out. College students are expected to have a considerable share of mis-
chief in them, bus what fun could be got out of such = deed it is difficult to
understand, Another prank indulged in by 2 number of Harvard students
during the past winter was productive of much amusement. A cowmpany
called the Piymouth Rock Pants Co. during the winter distributed adver-
tising cards asking the question ‘Do you wear panta?’ which became
quite a catch word among the students, Ono evening they attended the
ballet in a body and sat in the front seats. When the ballet came on every
student unbuttoned his coat and threw it back, disclosiag the quastion on
every breast * Do you wear pants?” The ballet was so shocked that
could not proceed with the programme, and the spactitors had to go home.
Most of them, however, considered that they had had thsir money’s worth
of fun. Such u trick is what is expected from college boys, but the van.
dalism committed tecently is indefensible and should bz punished severely.
The perpertrators have not yet bzen discovered.

Every one must sympathize with the German Emperor in his endravors
to amoliorate the condition of the working classes in Germany. From the
number of strikes during the past year the Lmporor was led to inquire
whether the oxisting laws took sufficient account of ** such waats and wishes of
the working classes as were just and compatible withsocial order.” The result
of the inquiry has been the passing of 2 bill by the Reichstag which covers
pretty nearly the same ground as the English Factory Acts. Children are
not to be employed under thirteen years of age, and until they are sixteen
must nut work more than ten hours a2 day. \Woimnen are not to work more
thau eleven hours a day, with a pause of at least one hour at mid day ; and
if they have household work the pause must commence half-an-hour before
noon. They are not to return 10 work within fonr weeks after a confine-
ment. To men and women alike Sunday is to be a holiday. In certain
occupations, such as mines, quarrivs and foundries, wotk is sbsolutely pro-
hibited for twenty four hours; anG onthe great holidays of Christmas,
Euster and Witsuntide this prohibition is extended to forty-eight hours. In
other handicrafts where Sunday laboer is allowed it is limited to five hours ;
but the absolute prohibition msy be extended by Imperial order with the
consent of the Federal Council. There are also regulations for fencing
davgerous machinery, for providing ample sccommodation and, as far as
possible, for separating the sexes. Notwithstanding that thesc regulavions
fall far short of the socislistic demand for limiting wniversally the bours of
labor and fixing the rate of wages by law, they will groatly improve the con-
dition of the German artisan. The extension of this legisiation, however, de-
pends upon a condition whicl lies beyound the control of the Imperial Govern-
ment. It must be carried out * without deiriment or injury to the nationsl
industry * —in other words Germany must not be placed at a disadvantage
in the keen struggle of international competition. In order to obtain this
result it would be nccessary for all the competing nations to limit and pre-
teet their lsbor by similar regulations, and this was the object of the Inter-
national Conference on labor recently convoked in Berlin,
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