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most important upon whioh the flag of Great
Britain’s wide Empire flies, The health of the
Army and Navy is ono of thesastercotyped
toasts which my bretberts of both services
have the satisfaction of knowing is rarely
omitted wherever our countrymen gatber
round tho festivo board, in whatever clime,
in whatever land it may occur. Wo aro
grateful for 1t, and wo thank you always, as
the strong pillars of tho Empiro, which have
protected the commerco and extended the
dominion of Greut Britain intoevery quarter
of the world. It comes home to our
hearts when far removed from home—
from family and from all tho associations
of our youth—in words of goft persunsive
power, which tell us that though tar distant
wo are not forgot. ‘Lhire is much to besaid
atout the Army and Navy, too tedious to
detain you with on such an occasion. Many
important changes have recently occurred.
some improvements, some questionablo ex-
periments whose prudenco remains to bs
proved. Tho political horizon of Europe is
at the present moment dimmed by a lower:
ing cloud, When or where that may burst,
none can yet distinctly conjscture, but we
must trust sincerely that the new army of
the present day, when ev(r called upoo, msy
rival the deedsof the historic old army of
past years, and that whatecer occurs the
army and navy of England msy prove as

copable aud as willing as their ancestors to,

devote their duties and their lives for tho
protectior of this E.npire and the Sovcreign
of theso rexlms. 1 thwk you heatily, gen
tlemen, on Lehalf of the army, and in be
absence of ar aval officer I may be allowed to
includo the n. vy, but [ have still an equally
pleasing duty to perform in thanking you
on behalf of the Canad an Volunteer Militia,
I am gratified that ev n in the autumn of
my military carecr, Ly duty should bave
called me irto the Do nivion of Caaada to
becomo associated for 1 timo s0 responsibly
with its Militia I bava had the satisfaction
uf seeing much of this force during the past
summer. 1 have been greatly pleased with
the efficiency and the extremeo enthusiasm
which animates tho pcwerful military orga-
nization of this countr,. I hsve not hesi
tated to say s0at consic erablo length at tho
head of those stout ¢:giments I had the
honour to inspect on sarious occasions in
their Brigado Camps. They only require
time and practico to develope them into

owerful troops, witn somo cid in the pre-
Eminary cducation of young officers and wen
which I trust you w.ll obtain through the
hiberality of our Leg slature. It is a military
force in every senst of great promise, and I
trust I may in the 'imit of my duty hero be
permitted in somo lcgree to promoto it effi-
ciency. I have nc doubt that in years to
come, whew tho haalth of tue army is pro*
posed, there will bo associated with it not
alone the Volunteer Militia, but the Army
of Canada, whose manly people can produce
as splendid military material as the popula:
tion of any nation in the world, I bhave to
offer my thanks also to you, Mr. President,
ladies and gentlemen, for your kindness in
allowing mo the privilego of being present
&t this festival in commemorantion of the
Patron Saint of Scotland. ‘Though not born
vorth of the Tweed many of the happiest
recollections of my early years are connected
with that.

¢«Land of brown heath and shaggy wood :
Land of tho mountain and tho food.”

And wo mst remember that old “Caledonia,
stern and wild,” b sszat forth sdme of the
foremost statesmen anel ministers, not only
to tho Imperial Governmeat, but to many
iaportant dependencies of the Crown. Many
a gallant officer and stubborn soldier, too,

with some of who. I havo had the honour
to stand shoulder to shoulder on more than
one eventful occasion, 1 apologize for de
tuining you, by touching even bricfly upon
happy memories of past years, tut 1 could
not refrain from thanking you all fu~ invit:
ing me on this auspicious day. (Lou1clieert.)

CORRESPONDENCLE.

Tiue Fditor dues not hold hunself respuussbee tor
{ndividad cxpressions of oplnan $u commund
cations adidressed to the VOLUNTEER REVIFW

Military Drill in Publie nchools.

v the Edidor of the Vorrsreen Revitw.

Sits,—Although the mouon of Dr. Brouse,
M. P., in the ircportance of military drill in
our public schools, received some attention
during the last scssion, it is bepd that
something detimte may be decided upon at
the next meeting of Parliament  l'here cen
be no doubt that ** Drill” callsinto exercise
all the powers of ibe Luwwan bang, and
bence, when wiscly applied under proper
controi, cssentially promotes tlje health
and {avorable growth of the frame. The
School Board, of London G.R. Lave for some
time past acknowledged i3 value, und lave
included 1t among the duties to be perform-
ed by their teachers. A late Enaglish psper
gives an account of n public .chool drillin
j vne of the parks, uuder tho auspices of the
School Board, for the purpose «f inspection
as to the efliciency aod extent of the exer-
cises, nand to test their uscfulncss when

about forty boys frum each sclivui tusk
part in the performance which is said to

{ have been very creditable. In addressing
t the tenchers Sir Charles Reed, Chairman of

tbe Board, in the courso of his speech
said ;—* Weo owe it to you that all over
‘London tnd under great difficulties, you
bave Loen so earnest and persevering mn en-
deavouring to lift up tho poorest and
nez'ected. In giving them habits of obe-

ment, you do that which tends Lo create
self respect, and you do that which im
proves a whole community.” Of course
there were to be found some silly swriters in
the wnferests of peace, who discovered that
the thing which had been many years used
in all tho chief colleginte establishments as
a recreativo mean3 of promoting sound
health and correct deportment, was to bo
deprecated and discountenanced as conduc-
ing to the growth and sustentation of the
military spirit of the boys of England. Tho
Herald of rcace, ths organ of the Manches-
ter party of peace at any price, was partlicu-
larly severe in itls comments in an article
headed Tke Conscripton aid Board Schools,
and took an occision to misrepresent somo
words of Sir Charles Reed. Sir Charles
however has publicly carrected tho misro
presentation, and :ndicated in a few strong
and scensible ecntences the conduct and
policy of tho School Baard. It is to bo
hoped that tho School Boards of the several
provinces of the Dominion, will be shivo to

dience to comuand, and precision of move- |

Tthe importance of schoul Jdrill, and iuclude
itan thoe programume of every scholastic in.
stitution having any pretension to camplete-
ness nnd excellence
Moxirur,
fiattran, 220d November, 18:5.

The War-Cloud.

———

A New Yurkreport says . ' The work of
fiting out crusers nnd generally streagth.
oning the uavy is reported to be actively
but guistly progressing at the Biouklyn
Navy Yard  ‘I'he Ordnance Bureau is busi-
ly engaged in preparing the armaments of
tho frigate Culuradv and Miunesota, which
are Leing Gtted out for sea service. All tha
necessary stores for a thiee years’ cruise aro
ready to be put upon them. [ho triple-
turreted monitor Ruanoke, six guns, 1s in
the hands of wuitkmen making ready to go
into commission. Thesloop of war Huifu,d
will bo ready to receive her crew in tcu
days, She will be fitted with torpedo ap-
parus. Uther vessels, n w lying up in
ordinary, are to be brought to the Bruukly s
yard apd placed in fighting condition.
Every department of the pavy 1s reported
busy preparing the navy for active opera-
tions,’’ .

3 Buston reguit of the Ist Do, says .

A statement is circulating to-day which
seems td be well authenticated, th.t ono
canse, at least, of tho naval activity now
employed bas arisen from the neglect of
Spain 1o comply with the provisions of the
protocsl relative to the i, jiuins affair.
In that protocol, Sphin agreed to try ani
punish the the Virgimus™ prisoners. That
promise has not been kept, but on the cou
trary, some of the ofhcers engaged in the
massacto have been promotid, rnotably the
Ibmcher Burcriel.

«Thero is reason to belicve that the Ad-
miaistration bae decided that the protocol
must bo respected. If this i. actually the
cause of theactivity which seemed to threat-
en such meonacing eventualities, the cause
seems to have now been removed, for a
communication has been received to-day
from the Stato department at Madrid, stat-
ing that the Spanish Cabinet had decided
to arrange for the trial of thesc officers.

It is reported that the Government used
the cable wires for two hours in the trans
mission of despatches between Secrelary
Fish and Minister Cushing at Madrid,

s A rumor is also ndded that Spain has
remonstrated agrinst the United States
Government permitting tho sale of Cuban
bonds in this country, claiting that their
issno here is ia violation of treaty obliga-
tions.

«t Orders bavo been received at Brooklyn
navy yard to placo ten war monitors in com-
mission, and the various naval rendzvous
throughout tho country are instructed to
enlist available men of all grades,

< It is well known that President Grant is
in favor of tho annexation of Cuba to the
United States, and it is probable that ia his
forthcoming message to Congress ho will
favor ths purchase of the lsland with an
intimation to Spain, that if she will not
sell, tho American Government will tako
steps to put an end to the prescnt condi-
tion of aftairs there. In other words, pexce-
ablo apnexation, 1f we can, forcibly if wo
must."” :

-—————e———

A'witly Frenchman defines universal suf

frags as the art of multiplying several

rogues by many fools.




