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ing olass were ajlot of unscrupulous sharpers.
She was freighted with a lot of cut-throats
for the purpose of disturbing a legilimate
government and carrying slaughter as well
as desolation to the firesides of peaceable
people in order to swell the gains of some
sommercial swindlers in NewYork. That she
was engaged in no lawful traffic is beyond
doubt, and the Spaniards are acting wiscly
in refusing to give any satistaction for acts
done in self-defence ; she was a pirate and
nothing else, the quibbles of sea and Inter
national lawyers to the contrary notwith:
standing,and the Government of the United
States shews its disregard of common hu:
manity by reslaiming her or any portion of
her crew, '

That power can lay the blame on its com:
mereial subjects or citizens that have left it
in sucb a pitiable defenscless condition, that
t has not a vessel capable of flaating. The
Kansas, ono of its ironclads sailed for Santi-
ago de Cuba on 20thNovember, and is heard
of at Bermuda on 8th Docember, she may
reach her destination some time in March
what o comment on the preponderance of
the commercial element in the Councils of &
State. )

[ e ——————rl

TILE SHIELDED GATLING

The English having ndopted our Gatling
gun, are studying to seg how they cin make
it most effective in actual service; and to
meet tho objection that the men hindling
it may be picked off by sharpshooters, they
propose to protect it with a shield. The
London Enyincer recently pubiished an itlus-
trated article showing how the mitraiileuse
could be  thus protected, and giving the
credit for the idea to one Ilerr Sigl. This
has waked up Mr. L. W. Broadwell, who
writes to that journal from Vienna as fol-
lows:

Sir: Your journal of the 10th instcon
tains an illustrated article ou *Shielded
Mitrailleuse,”” which erroneously awards to
Her Sigl the credit of having constructed
the *folding shield” which he employs
upon the Montigny gun exhibited by him.
It there be any merit in the peculiar con
struction of this shield, an:l in endeavour-
ing to introduce it 1n connection with the
mitrailleuse. itis due to the undersigned,
and not to 1lerr Sigl, as I shall prove in the
following statements of facts: In 1870 the
[{ungarisn Government ordered some Mon-
tigny guns from Herr Sigl and ten Gatling
guns of me, for comparative trinls, The
migl guns had in the beginuing n» shield
worthy of the name; the front siles and
lids of the two axle ammunition boxes were
made of steel plates, 1he intention being to
raise the lids to a perpendicular position
during action, and thus protect the men
engaged in operating the gun. Belween
the axte boxes and bolow the nxle there
was no plating, anl consequently the pro-
tection was foun ! (o be insutficient. The
Gatling g uns were providled at the begin-
ning with # tolding shiell of my designing,
and consic iz of  three Bessemer steel

plates, thr, waghits o an inch thick, and :

weigling altogathor™ 210 Vienna pounds.
The middle plite was rigidly fixed to the

gun earriage and pierced for the gun, the,

other two plates being hinged to the middle|.

one—the lower to lift forward and the top
one to fall to the rear—both to the hotizon-
tal position—thus forming a seat for two or
three mon upon the gun when travelling,
I enclose a tracing taken from my Austrian
patent of April, I871. [ also send you the
blue book containing the drawing aand
specification of my invention, by which you
will rendily perceive that it is identical
with that employed by Herr. Sigl. To test
the efticiency of this shield the committee
caused it to be fired at with the Austrian
musket and regulation charge at the short
distance of 100 paces, The plates were
severely indented but not pierced. A Gat-
ling gun with the swme shield thus tested
may now be seen here any day, asit forms
Sart of the military trophy in the Hungarian

epartment of the International Exhibition,
A trial was made to test the compatative
durability of the two systems of Shield
during campaign work, [Terr Sigl haviog by
this time considerably amplifiad his design.
For this purpose the two guns were travel-
led over the roughest roads and fields to be
found in the vicinity of Vienna, for the
greater part of ten days consecutively, the
result of which was that Herr Sigl received
official instructions to apply my shield to
the Montigny guns ordered by the Hunga-
rian Government. Herr Sigl declines to
compensate me for the use of my invention,

| and as it is well established fact that in-no

singlo c18e has ajforeigner ever succeeded
here in recovering damages by legal process
from a native orlocalinfringer of his patent,
I have not deomed it wise to waste time aud
money in trying by a suit at law to compel
Herr Sigl o that to the doing of which the
most limited sense of justice compatible
with common honesty ought to be sutBcient
compulsion.”

The London Nuvy and Military Gazctle
classes the Gatling gun with the torpedo as
a weapon too deadly in its effszis to be
tolerated in theso days of Geneva couven
tions and international arbiteation ; a con
demmnation which will not, we imagine,
greatly disturb the equaunimity of either the
inventer of the gun or the Government
officials who hive adop’ed it. The waodern
theory is to make war so deadly to those
immediately engaiged in it, and so enor-
mously cxpensige to the nations wno pro-
voke it. that they will hesitate bofore pro-
ceeding to extremities long cuough to give
opportunity for more pacific counsels'to
previil,  In this point of view even a mem
ber of the philanthropic profession of
medicine, like Dr. Gatling, cannot be leld
to huve falsitied Ins principles by his prac
tico, beciuse he hs invented such an
efhicient pzico -persuwder as tho mitrailluse,

The above is extricted from the United
States Lrmy and Navy Jouraal of 29th Nov,,
wa cannotb give the Naval and Military Gaz-
elle credit for great porception if it endorses
a weapon which is all but useless ss a field
gun, the compnrison between it and the
torpeds is good enough, when motive power
or force can ba asplied to the latter and
range to the former they will both be good
weapons in their way, but neither will be
available to infinence issues which must be
tried by war; nor will they exercise any par:
ticular influence on the act itself. Such
notices will serve to advertise Dr. GaTLING'S
invention however.

We direct attention to Mr, TorLey’s card,
which will he found in our Advertising p1ges.
{le has decidedly the finest stock of Albums
Lo be found in the city, as well a8 a very
superior lot of Pocket and Blank Albums
and Scrap Photos. No better or more suit-
ablg Christmas or New Year's present than
one of these Albums,

T —————

Rewarp oF MEeriT. ~We. learn that Mr,
JamesWilson,of the Grand Trunk Battalion,
has veceived a badge and $20 from the On:
tario Rifie Ausociation, awarded to him for
the highest score at the recent match of the
county of Perth Rifle Association. Mr. Wil
son is a crack shot, and we understand has
been the recipient of many other marks of
distinction —Stratfoad Beacon,Deé. 5th, '3,

News of [[. M.’s ship Rifleman has been
received, from which it appears that she left
Gwaduar on Seotember 5, arriving at Char-
bar on the 6th, where she was sent to bene-
fit the heilth of the officers and crew, of
whom twenty-six were on the sick list,
chiefly fever cases. Ou the morning of the
8th she left Charbar for Gweltor, to inter-
cept His Ilighoess Synd Abdool Azez. who
was reported abont to embark in a dhow
for the Arab coiast, where he intended to
raise a rebellion against the present Imaum
of Mascat. Arriving at Gwelter, September
9th, it was found that the prince had sue-
ceeded in leaving the coast. about thirty
hours previously. . I'ne Riflemanimmediately
steamel aoross to Ras-el-Hed, whero, on
September 12, she ciptured the Prince and
eleven of his followers, all armed. six miles
from the shore. The Rifleman then pro.
ceeded to Muscat with the Prince, and
nrrived there on September 14, On the
16th September Ilis Iighness was transfer-
rad to the Columbine, which vessel taok
him to Kurrachee, apd handéd him over to
the Indian Government authorities. The
Riftemanleft Muscat again on September
19, for Charabar, and arrived at that port on
the 26th. During the tirst week in Octo-
ber. it was understood that shoe would pro-
ceed up tho Persian Gulf. We are sorry to
learg that tho ship, although especially
fittod for the Persian Gualf, has been véry
unhealthy, having had [ifty cas2s of fever
out of a crew of seventy-iour white people.
The Columbine is still at Carrachee.

Broad Arrow of November 1 says; ““The
steamer Lilian, which is being lsden with
all despatch at the Woolwich arsenal with
stores for the Gold Coast. by . gaugs of men
working day and night, has had alarge
figure of ¢ 4 ' painted on her bows,and quar-
ter, as she is the fourth of thé transports
specially chartered for the expedition. She
takes out, among other things, the second
locomotive engine betweon decks, amidships
with two long wagons or tenders, fitted like
the engine, with both flange ‘wheels for
for railway travelling, and broad flat wheels
for passing over roads. A large quantity of
flints accompany - the muskets,-to replenish
as have or may become defective, and
special ammunition for these ancient wea-
pons is being packed ready tor etbarkation
in the same ship.”

There has been a serious riot among farm
sorvants in the north of Scotland ; several
tenant farmers were roughly handled. The
farmers thought the men asked too Ligh
wages, and angry words woro followed by a
i general fight,




