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APOLEON

With soft slow stop and bated breatls,
A‘lvprouch him laid In state

v 1th head uncovered fand nud se¢
Qf soverelguity,tho fate;

Rehold the e. ding of renowit,

Napoleon dofis to donth hiscrowt

Is this the will nflexible,
Inspired intvondrous wiso
Togaln a throno by grades,and

As highas man canrlsoe
Whese wand might undulate likesea
Themass of subject men? 'Tis he!

1s this the one who deemed hie held
All Europe’s desting,
Lould makeacontinent hisown
By deep diplomacey ?
« Qalferino’s hero” now—nnon, .
The vanquishied Stre 2 This is the vae .

1stand

Ix this the manwho would uprise
A wilderness of swords,
To help the weak agatinst thio siruns,
The Turk 'gatnst Jtusslan hordes®
Tagland'’s tirm altv at Redaun,
10 cause of Right ? Thisis thic man !

1s this the man ambition,hate,
Impelled tofrantic war,

J11s hosts azajust the Prussian host
The gower of both to mar”

Who fought till bload tke rivers ran.

Incauso Of wrong? Tlus s the tnan

15 this the man of mystic traits,
0Of good and eviisway,
Who sonred, and fell, and sz
And sceptro rent away °
WWho left thie drama nt Sedan,
Ex-Emperor? ‘Thls Is the man

w his thrane

1s this the form almost adored
1y France in fortune’s flow ?
3% tisimilie Suiam aten -l RRROTTCT,
By Frauco wlon I,\'ln:f- tow 2
That plunged hér deep inwwreek and stmn,
‘Then lefs thescene T This s the form!

Now softly step away and muse

on glory and renown,
How ““happencth one evont to ail”™

Nor sparcth death tho crown;
AN ..arn, 'tis all worth striving for.
To be in heaven an Emperor!

Ly,
Farsbore,” January 22nd, 1873
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THE BRITISH LINE IN ATTACK, PAST
AND FUTURE.

(Continned from Paye St
Tue Atrack Proren,

Old Mcthod of Carrying « Josilon—
Frederick tho Great used to wishhis troops
to carry positions at the shoulder, but, even
during thedaysof flint locks, fire asserted its
superiority, when properly used, British
troops generally deployedand fired » volley
or two before charging, or the atticks were
covered by skirmishers, who, however, usu
ally retired behind the lino when within
musket-shot of the enemy’s closed bodies,
apparently because-thero being so little dif-
ference between the mngo of their weapons
and charging distance, it was thought well
to Jlear the trontto alow the closed bodies
to sottlo the matter between themy, The
importance of an uniulerrupled advance
was manifest, but even at those short dis-
tances tho want of the protection of fire, just
beforo charging, wasoften felt by tho nesail
anta if the defendets remuined ¢ool, ond the
front ranks therefore, somedumes of their
own accord, majntained an indeépendent fire
during s advance.

Modern Requiremenis. —Now, owing (o the
tho increased fange, the ussailants are vn-
avoidably a longer time undor tive, Loint-
blank range is extended ta 500 yandy, within
that distance, before cliargihg distance is
reached, thereis tinrenow for somo ten or
a dozon voijeys 1o Lo pourdd inic them by
the defenders, who may bo Iying down.
Modemn requirements ara therefore that the

attack proper must bo coverd until the last
moment by skirmishers : and, moro than
ever, that the steady unflinching advance,
which infuses such moral force into the skir

mushers, and which carries in it such power,
moral und physical, shall be retained in es-
sence by thosein support, with such sys-
tematic modifications, however, as .‘\'ill afford
them as much security (short of lying close
or keeping out of the fight) as could bo ab

tained by individual independence in tho
unreliabe swarm.

Proposed Method of Advance.—It i3 neces-
sary to adopt somo method of advancing that
will embrace the various means that have
been pointed ous far neutralizing the advan-
tages of the defence. Therequicements are
that the advance should Le mainta ned,
that the fire of the skimishers shoult bo
continuous ; that it should be delivered
lying down or presenting the smallest pos-
siblemack to the cnemy ; that tho move
ments of all bodies should be made at the
| double, and the smallest postible mark again
{ offered.
| Advancing ma general lne is thercforo
only sustable for shirmshers when they are
recuired to fire very little, or when opposed
to inferior troops. ‘I'o maintain a continuous
fire, as in the attack proper, the advance
across open ground must be by alternative
Lodies.

The advance by alternate files was theore
tically good, but impracticable. It left. the
suldivs fuu seacde 100 thialt about;
cannot tell at a glance what tiles are in error,
and it speedily becomes a general line. Al
ternate sections are better ; but clearly tho
fewer fractions there are the more simple the
movement, though their dimensions must
be limited to.an extent which will enable
men on (e ouler flank to conform readily to
the movement of the directing flank. More
over it is necessary that one body advancing
should bo adequately protected by the fire
of thestationary body. To meet these ro-
quirements—simplicity and_elliciency,—i.c.,
that the fractions should neither be so num-
erous as to be complicated nor of so large
dimensions as to bo inefficient—tho skir-
pirishers covering tho front of a battalion in
Jine, or of any smaller body, should, asa
rule, bedivided into right and left skirmish
ers. Exceptional circumstances might
require furtherdivision, butno circumstance
could require tho salternato advanes of
skirmishers of battalions. i

‘I'o enable the closed boidies to move at e
double, it would only be practicable to cover ;
short distanco at a {ime, and the advance by’
alternate wings of battalions would bio pre -
ferable to a general advance by short dashies;
as by tha latter method there would be
nothing to mark the tinie to ensure that
steady, cven, unchecked progression whicn
is a necessity, whilo by the former he
moment for each wing 1o nise aud duuble
forward is distinctly marked Ly the other
I5ing down, and tho progress is thus as cven
as the action inwalking of placing dewn one
foot to advance tho other.

s
Aatnnen
ciiicors

EsrcutioN oF & SNk ATTuvs

Ivis very desirablo that an attack ahwald
be carricd out, if possible, with one vigor-
ousforward cffurt. Theaszailanteuffers lese,
and the effectis more complete. But this
can generally only bo insured ly going
carcfully and delioerately through all pre
liminaries_; tho reconnaissance, the choice of

oint of attack, the prelininary cannonad
ing, disguising tho real point of attack, the
earrect.ostimatn of adequate supports and a
Teserve. In proportion ac thesematters nro
settled, co will bo the completencss of the

{Fenruary 20, 1673,

plan observed, successnow more than over

depends,  * Ciear plans—no fight should be

begun without a knowledgo of its object . .
. . the fight that fluctuates is tho most
bloody one. ™ (Memoir by Major Tellenbach.
pp. 22 3.) Thes deliberaticn howover, must
not cause hesitation or with shelter trench:
es. &c.

* When obliged to attack an intrenched
enemy it shonld be done instuntly, without
allowing him time to finish his works. What
may bo of advantage to day may not be so
to morrow.” (Frederick the great’s In
structions, p.101.)

The following 18 proposed as a method for
carrying oul a simple attack . —

(Battalions to bo of 10 companies —of, sny
75 R aud F- including two flank companies
composer of men picked for good shooting
and activity. Distance for theso two com
panics not to Le allowed inline, their places
wheu not covering the advance being in rear
of the two vuter companies.)

The brigade or division irtended to mako
the attack is formed in ono lino, out of shot
and if possible out of sight of the cnemy, st
adistance, say, of 2,500 yards from his posi
tion. 1fitcan be formed nearer, so much
the better.

Troops inlen led for the atlack shoukd be
relieved ol all anxiety about their flanks, for
the due prolection of which separaiv ar-
rangements shouid be made by the General
commanding.

1. a. ‘I'hose battalions inlended for Lo
first line to be deployed with intervals
of 12 paces (not allowing for the flanx
companies).

‘Those battalions told off as sccond

line to Lo four deep, with deploying

interval.

b. The line advances s near as it can

with safety to tho position of the ene-

my (which is of course being cacnon-
aded),- say, 1,200 to 1,000 yards—
and lies down.

1. . The battalion of the first line
now cover their front by throwing
forward a lhalf company of each of
their flank companies. Theso nd-
vance, making the best of their way
tonards the enemy’s position.

4. When the skirmishers have ad

vanced 130 paces the remaining two

half  flank companies and the
outer compauies advance in support
in singlo rank.

When, 1f at all, the skirmishers dur-

g tlus phase should bo reinforced

with tho remaming half companies,

must depend on the gudgment of tho
senior oftider of the ‘our companies
now on the move-

Fins preliminary to the attack should
be executed with dash, and if the en
cmy s skirmishers are oat, thero isall
the moro reason to get on rapidly to
short ranges without wasting time.
~. Waen the supports bave advanced
150 pacas, the battalions of the Ist
Iine advance in the foamatisn most
suilable o the ground.

a. Tho skirmiskers having tiken up

« position as nearas possibie o the

enemy, say 330 yards, lic down and

open n well sustained firoagiinst him
reinforced now, if not before, by the
odd half companies

b. Tho supports lie duwn at thar

proper distance, or as near as " yards

if possible,

. ‘Tho battalions lie down

When, by thoe firo of-artillary and of
iho skirmislicrs, the Tnomy's fre e

dordened, and the moment for the
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