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LussoiN I.-Tiiîs CITIES oi1 REi'UGE..-SEPT. 15.
(Joxh. .rx.I.g.)

Goz.ru TzLxr.-"' Whuo lhve fled for a refuge ta lay
liold on te liopc set before us.'-Heb. vi. i8.

CENTRAL 'rRUTiL-Refuge.

AALSI;:Tle r cept for v- 1-3.Piaces R. v.6
ANAYss:'fue airps th eusV. 4-.

Tns AsNO PLACE.-SaOl after lart lesson, B.C. 1445,
in 51lîli, a city of Epliraim.

IN qO UCT RY - eve y ar have passed away since
the lsrat i.Lc: crossed the oda, and now ail the land
af Canîaan, thouglh not occupied, is conquered. At
Betiî.loron and Meromjosiîua hasovercome tiieenemies
upon the battlefield; at Mlakeddab hie bas placed Jus
feet upon tht necks of tiîeir prostrate kings; over Heb-
ton tie aged Caleb bias raised bis flag af conquest.
The niountain region lias been possessed, save litre and
there a village where the Amorites are lurking. Tht
land lias been portioned out among the tribes, Judali on
the south, Ephraini in the central highlands, ?4aphtali
in tlîe north, and tht other tribes betwetn. But before
Israel enters upon the possession cf cities whicli bier
enemies have builded and vineyards which tlîey bave
sawn, the command af the Lord concerning the cities of
refuge is ta be fulfilled.

TitEi PREcapr FOR TiS. REFUGES, V. 1-3.-At the foot
of Sinai forty seven years before God hiad promised that
He %voul appoint a place of safety far the unintentional
man-slaycr, and now that Canaan had been entered and
possessed Ht issued His commrand that the promise
mîiglt be fuifilled, and the refuge places appointed.
l'ut necessity for these cihies was occasioned by the
custoni of blood revenge that existed arnong the people,
niaking it tht duty cf the next af kmn to-avenge the
deathi of a slain relative. Titis avenger wvas caled a
Goci, a word translated usually," redeerner."s His duties
wvcre four.fold: (i) To redeem fortified property (Lev.

XXV. 25); (2) to ransoni a relative from slavery (25. 48,f.)
(,-) ta revenge the blood of a slain relative, as here ; and
(4) ta înarry the widow, if childless, af a deceased
brother. The first and fourtli of these duties wtre per-
formced by Boaz (Ruth iv. 4, 5).

Ttin Ptiti'osc lOlt THE REFUGES, V. 4-6.-Tht pur-
pose for the appaintment cf the cihies, wvas ta prevent
tlîe abuse of a custom îvbich liad become an ineradicable
p)art of thle national life. The distinction mnust be clear-
]y drawni hetween the man entitled ta the refuge, and
the nian not soi. OnIy hie %vlio by accident, or careless-
îîcss and without malice or foretlîouglit bail caused loss
ai lufe miglut find safety wvithin tht appointed walls;
even tlien the terror strieken flight and the confinement
in tile city would formn fittingpunishmtnt for tht neglect
or lack of carie that hîad cornpasstd the victim's death.
On the other lîand the wilful murderer met îvitl na
niercy froin the %Isaic law. Even the boras of God's
altar ivere ta be no refuge for bim. Ht was ta be
dragged froni thueni to bis doom, from which neither
%vealth nor tank could exempt li. Thus wbile inno-
cence wvas protected, guilt wvas punished, and the ines-
timable value ai a human life iii God's siglht, ivas
evidenced and maintained.

Refuge for the accidentaI man-slayer was ta be
obtained hy fleeing ta ane of tht appointed cities; there
,was no other place of safety, and neglcct tai go meant
that bis blood %vas "îpont bis own head. At tht gate ai
the city. just %vithin ils precints, the fugitive was obliged
ta stand anud declare luis cause ta the c;,b' n.lders, whlo
miglît gr.aýit or refuse hirn admittance on the primafacie
evidence oifered. If tht case was decided in luis fayot
lie %vas given a place ta dwell arnong them until bis
accnsers carne and lie could be forrnally tried befote the
congreration, a court ai the rulers and eIders who repre-
scnted tlie "hale population ai tbt city. If as a resuit
of titis trial tlic fugitive were fournd guilty, he was handed
aver Io the avenger ta suifer the just penalty of bis crime.

Tis Pî.ÂýcEs FOR THE REFUGES, v. 7*9.-The cities
ai Refuge 'vert choseu fromn amongthe Levitical chies,
as being the more likely ta be righteously governed.
Three weto on the tait side cf Jordan, three on the
vest, and Po scatt.red as to bc OM-ly acemuile frwn ail

parts of the country. These werc the appointed cilles,
flot only for the lsraelite by birth, but also for the so-
journing strangcr ; blessed type of the ivider gospel that
offers refuge for ail in jerus Christ.

C/IRIS TiAIN ENDEA L'OR.
Hclping the Sun day Sc'ool.

Firet Day-Btttr attet.ditnt-Join i. 40.49.
S'ec-sud Ià - Ilett r niudying-Pst. cxix. 9J7-104.
1'. ird Déày-Betuer .iug.ug -Il. c. 1-ts.
F,àurtla aay- Biter att,-n ioz,-Pr y. viii. 1.11.
FifLl, Day-Pimy for it-I J..hzi v.9-5
bîxti. Dayt-Tuach in it-Thia:. iv. 6.10
PutivKnt Miclii Torie. Synr. 15.-1' Ilw à#Ay MEX IELi VIE

SUO<UAY SCIIOUL AM) 0K? ItELP >ROMx IT?" Nut. Va. 1.12

Save the Boys and Girls.
PArER TiREE. How?

Respect .77se.-Often people w-orking with every
good intention aniong the childreri, are discouraged and
distresbed by their bad conduct and evident viish ta
annoy. Almost as frequentIy the cause of such dis-
beartening behaviaur is noa farther distant titan the
well-meaning worker, who lias conie ainong the children
withi the impression that they are ail by nature rnischief
nuakers, and flot to be trusted for a momneutwhen the~ back
is turned. The littie ones are quick to perceive this
conception of their characters in tht mid of thewrvrker,
and they will probabLy resent it by doing ail in their
power ta deserve it. But let that worker go to thi
children witli the intention to, trust tlîem, and the expec
tation that they %vill respond by respecting bis confid
tact, and thoughl they may flot quite reacbi bis ideai of
order and attention, lie will flnd themr making a brave
effort ta meet bis expectations. If you cali a boy
"Inaughity child," every time lie ivhispers ta his neighibor,
it is tea changes tai one you will have him really naughty
in a few minutes. If on the coutrary you should say,
"lBob, will yau help me in my %% ork by flot talking just
noiw? I the chances are grcatly in favor of Bob being
very attentive for the test of the meeting. 1, persanal-
ly, make a point of dropping the termn Ilchuîdren " alto-
gether when iddressing them, and using the words
"lboys and girls." It is a small niatter, but there is an
idea of cbildishness connected with the former tern,
whulo the latter phrase pleases them having a strongc,
manlier, womnanlier ring about *t that appeals ta thtir
self-respect; and it isjust such mincir details as these
that make toward success in work among the children.

Preacli Christ Io Theni.-There is a great deal of
goody-goody stuif talked ta children, that either niahes
therri littie prigs or little sceptics. Tht sincere milk of
the Word is watered down and niixcd with the chalk of
aur worldly wisdomt so as ta be the more easily digested,
and as a.zesult the incampatiable mixture turns the
stornachs of the littie ones and creates a disgust for ail
that resembles it in the least. Il"e a good child; and
somte day yau will be an angel and play a golden harp
forever in heaven ;" rice attractive teaching for a
healthiyboyoaitwelve, isn't it? Yet much religiaus work
for children phrases itself in just such language. The
boy doesn't want to be an angel and.play a golden harp
forever; hie would niucli sooiner remain just 'what hie is
the best pitcherin the school baseball nine; what induce.
ment is there then ta be good in thaf «iopei But tell
that boy it is bard work for a fel*ow ta be good. ta kecp
from swearing when lie lases his tamper, or ta play honest
bail when he rnight win the game !or bis team by a littie
cheat, or just holding bis tangue, and you will have hira
with you; his bearty though slangy "'You bet," ivill
prove you have touched a sympatbetic chorr.. l'len
tell him God knows it is liard wark, arud soisent His Son
ta live and die and rise again that we mighit be forgiven
ail aur failures ta do right, anud enabled ta live honest,
manly ]ives in the future. Tell him it was Christ's love
for him a boy, that led Him ta suifer on Calvary, and

Ir-; thien ta the sense af gratitude always strong in
ahoy'., heart. You will probably have ta go no farther.

Tht child heart was made toi lave Jesuis, and needs but
ta be gently shown the way.

0, dear Chiristian worker, stop preaching Ilbe good"
ta the children, and try preaching Christ. They know
they ouoht tai be good, but mnany cf their littie hearts
are breaking for lack of knowing liow.

-Thý End
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