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Spiritual Prosperity.

By Rev. Joux Havy, B.D., Coporry, OsT.

Tyt -Felovad, 1 wish above all thinga that thou mayst pros.
per and be mm health even as thy soul prospereth. —I. John, 1: 2,

W hether Gaius was strong or weak in body tho Apostle {a quite
certain the soul of his heloved friend in in o healthy and prosperous
state.  And he wishes above all thiogs he may bo as vivorous aud
“well-ta do” in body as he s in sonl.  Bodily health and prosperity
in hife aro <o cagerly songht after that we may well inquiro as to
the standard to which these temporal Llessings are compared,
“ fivenas thy soul prospereth.” (‘an wo wish our frionds to enjny
health and prosperity in proportion to the healthiness of their
souis? Would {t not in many cases bu n prayer for extremo emaciation
and poverty * \Would we desire this rule of proportiou spplied to
our own livea and be no more strong and prosperous in body than
woare in apirit?  Qur main concern then is to know what is incant
by spiritual healch. [t finplics a Jove of trath aund living in the
truth. Tho roul that is born of the spirit of truth, cradied and
nurtured in the trath as it 18 in Christ is both healthy and prosperous.

A tho laws and conditions of health are necessary truths to
him whe would enjoy a healthy body, ro also are the great spiritual
facts of Gnd, Christ, aln, rightcousness, ro-
tribution, n neceasity to him whose soul ix
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dfvine school from which saints graduate to glory. “Is lifoe worth
living ” seema o foolish queation to a man with a healthy spirit, and
ot to-day many, with neither poverty nor the Yroapcc.t of hardahip
zoforo them, are answoring this question by taking their livea, The
soul makes tho man, Save that and all is saved ;%oso that and all
is lost. Sco Paul and Silas in dprison and thoro we find hcalthy
spirita that cannot be imprisoned. To such ‘“Hono rises triumph.
ant,” and all things are endured as ** secing Him who is invisiblo,”
Tho Christian faith brings tho future before our iinds as o reality
and teaches us how in the highest sensu to use tho advorsitics of Yife.
To bo * rich toward God ” is a_good mark of spiritual prosperity.
But this type of riches is for ed%n the furnaco of trial and brought
forth from the minae of deop heart oxperionces. All the things we
call precious are 8o to us in proportion to the personal cost. Let us
not use mere words, then, in speakin 7 of spiritusl health—soul pros.
perity, but let our experience preve daily that we prize above all
things thoe attainment of character *“ho spirit and mind which follow
nesr aur blessed Lord, and seck to live the lifo that 18 lived with
Christ in God. Lot us, like Gaius, not only give good ovidonco of the
teuth that is in us by walkiog in the truth.%)ut %y all the menns of
grace, to grow in grace and in the knowledgo of our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ.” 1f it is our heart's desire this morning to bo
right with God in Christ, to posscss a wmind aud character that will
reflect the character of the Perfect One, to be in sympathy with
Christ und His mission to mon, to hungor and thitst after spiritual
things, then we shall enjoy spiritun! health, and shall possess that
measure of soul prosperity through which we will commend the
Chriatinn religiou to others and become, like the beloved Gaius, the
means of blessing brethren and strangers and show forth in all the
Lhureh ¢ the bond of perfectness "— charity.

healthy. 1o must live in harmony with
God. [Like tho anostle Paul, te beliove in
Christ is to live Christ, and to seek that
which will honour Him in all tho affairs of
life. Inovery believer there dwells the spiris
ofChrist, and, therefore, in the spiritual ex-
perience of such thore will be found one or all
of the following works of soul prosperity :

I A growing hkencss to Chrnist. Wo
row to ,iw like that upon which the mind

dwells most. The ussociations of life, our
companions and surroundings leave their
impression on our lives, and so daily com
munion with God, letting the mind dwell
upon thoughts that are pure and godly aro
certain to bring the miod and soul into
richer spiritual experiences and to cause
tho ivner life to reflect the n indof the Lord,
and thus we ‘*are changed mto the same
fwage from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord At best our lives retlect
the mind of tho Lord very feebly, but at the
snme time what is fecble may becomo
stronger, and Christian hite become, living
Christ over again in 50 far as the human can
live, the divine.

2 A deeper sympathy with the purposes
of God to man. No one can euter into the
mind of the Saviour without being deeply
concerned about the well being of ?
follow-men. 1f professed foltowers of Christ
have failed to show auny concern for the wants of humaqity
it was becavse they failed to yrasp the mission of the Son
of Man and the eternal purpose of God the Father in sending His
Son to die for »inners  Js that soul in a healthy state that eeldom
think. of or prays for thuse who have never heard the tospel?
Is that soul prosperous which acts as if the Lotd came to save
only a partienlar ~lnus, nation or church, aud overlooks the blessed
truth that Christ came tosave the lost 7 Whatever may bo the final
award for those, who with all their hearts belive in the words of
the great commigson o ye nto all the w.qld and preach the
tiosnel to every ereatute, © there certainly can be no joy in prospect
to thse who shut out from ther hearts this imperative conannnd of
tho Lurd of Life  And there wan be no genatne prosperity to the
soul which does not strive, however it msy fail of performance, to
carry aut the putposes of the grace of God to man.

3 There wall be ag wercasing desire for spiritvsl things, The
soul grows by that it feed« upon.  And the moro it assimilates the
morn it can appreciato the word of truth  This will be shown in
perhaps very simple ways. A well-known verso has throngh some
experience 1n life become & very mine of truth.  Tho place of wor
ship may be very plam, but through hallowed memories it has hee
come aur “* meeting ' placo with God, the placo where refreshed and
atreugthened we go forth to do nobler things for our lord. Such
souls ** go from strength to strength.” It is not cnough now to
have an intellectusl ulen of God—tiicre 1a a longing desire *‘to know
evel s we are known”  Not enough to have tasted, and enjoyed,
oo, ** the nalk for bahes, * but there 18 & hunger * for the strong
weat which is for men.” No one 1880 keen for more knowledgeas ho
whu has gene the furthest m the tield of research  The novice doca
not care beeauss he does not know vnough to care, and no secker of
truth secks niore cagerly for more than he who has already found
the truth.  For ahiealthy soul there is no decrepit old age, tut 2
continual renewal of youth and increane of spiritual power.

1. The soul that enjoyx apiritual health will overcomo all trials.
fhere will he dark dayx in every Christian's experienee, but faith will
oz fast toe the assaravce that all things are ovdered well and sure,
Eeverses, misfortunce, uurealized m  bitions are only lcssons in that
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Then, and then onlf'. will it be a blessing for
us to wish above all things that we moy pros.
per and be in health even asour souls presper.

———

——

A child of God ! Mo is the child of one
who has all power in his hands, He can
raise up or cast down, killor make alive,
of Une who loves his children as no other
ono over Joved; of One who invites his
children, while they sojourn liere, not only
to cast their burdens, bud their every cure,
;?\on hftn, the least as weil as tho greatest.

¢ carcth for them, and will not lay upon
them one feathor’s weight more than is for
their gnod.  Under their burdens he will
sustain them.

A child of God ! He is one for whon the
Father gave kis Son to die, and from whom
thnt Father will not withhold one thing
which the personal good of his child ro.
guires ; of one for the good of whom he will
make all things work together ; of one whom
he will ultimatoly make an heir with himself
and a joint heir with his Son, to an inheri-
tanco that is incorrugtible, undefiled, and
that fudeth not away (I Petor i. 4); of one
who has prepared a mansion for him in
heaven, and will eventually tree him ever
more fromall sufferings, sorrow and death,

Achild of God! He is ono for whom
things are Erepared in the future world
which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, and his future being ia
to run Y)mi:)dlel with that of Him whose c..ld he is. —Rev. Rufus

Taylor,
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To Bk suro theee tendencies are in a largoineasure restrained in most
Christian countries, notably in onr own, by tho fact that an immense
majority of the people are Christians; and so, with very fow oxcoptions,
are our teachers,  The teachers in our publie schools being god-fearing
men and women, no matter how strict the surveillance may be, they
cannot but exerta wholesomo influence. The character of our teachera
may retard, but cannot wholly arrest the process. Principles are
strenger than men and gradually mature their fruits in spite of all
clforts to rostrain or connterart them. Slowly but surely they form
to themselves a people fashion~d in their own image and then all the
restrajuts of a timid conservatism are swept away.

If thero was any other alternative; if, for exemple, thero was any
way by which our children could bo withdrawn from such unwhole.
somro influences and educated on sound Christian principles, so that
their training for tho earthly citizenskip might be auxiliary to that
which should fit them for tho heavouly citizenship, perhaps this mat.
ter might be of less importance.

But there is not, ‘Em hour wo have the children in the Sabbath
sehool, which is particularly the children’s church (or for that matter
the hours of public worship ono day in seven), is utterly insufficiont to
enable us to counteract tho influenco of mero secular toaching given
continvously for six hours a day for five days in the week, and that
for two reasons. (1) The mode of instruction is necessarily less dircet
and effeetive.  The vicarious reading of tho Scriptures sud the ser-
monic form of address cannot competo with personal reading and
instruction by question and answers. (2) And, besides, neither in Sab-
bath school nor church can wo teach history and the sciences permest-
od with a Christisn spirit, which we must needudo in order to offset
tha spirit of theage. Alorcover, there aro {nr too many children of
whom it is truo th it if they do uot got somwe notion of roligion at
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