
4TIrE COMjlN,,G CiK-,RCII CONGREGATIONAL ?'

of diplomacy, to, nind bis own busines. So alarmnivg is the state of affaire, ne
viewed froin the papal idea of the chiurch, that a cail lias been iasued for an ecu-
menical enuneil te be held in 1869,-the firet eonvoked sirice the one ealled tom
resi8t the Reformnation,-to devise nieasures or' resistance against the threatened
speedy downfall of the papa(-y."

This ecuinenical council the writer regards, and not ivithout reason, "las
the wnil of a falling power.." We are net sanguine enough te believe, 'with
the author of' "IThe Great Tribulation," that we are in the very Iast heurs of'
the 1260 years of' the Papacy; but we are farther stîli from believing, that it
will ever again assert its sway, as it; did in the dark ages, and drink itself
"drunk with the blood of the saints.>' There are too many Bibles in circu-

lation for that!1
With regard te, what the writer ealis, for want of a botter term,

TUE ARISTOCRAT10 IDEA,
lie says, - When the Reformation brought in a purer faith and practice, there,
camne in naturally it botter idea aise of the churcb, though the reformera were Dot
ogreed respectitig it. Many adopted an aristocratie idea,-one which places al
ecelesiastical power, or geverrument., ne:ther in a visible head, as a pope, nor in
the member8hip of the local congrepations, but in a few mien standing between
.these extremnea. Th ia ïdea develop8 iiite church courts of every grade, from a local
aecssion up te an ecumenieal consistory, whieh courts claim and exercise ail eu-

.,cesiai3ticai authority and governînent. They govern the churches ; they are thora.
.. aelves the chu rch)es, -whbile the niembership aýre without authority altogether, or

hiave none greater than the election of an aristocracy, which is net directly amen.
able to themi. TVhe real initial of powec lies in"the, aristocracy, and flot in ther
îinembership, vhhperchance, may elet that aristocraoy, or a part of it. This
. i6tOCracy, in nes loweat forai, lords it over particular congregations ; and thon

.builds up from itself, by its own action, the wbole machinery of church govern-
*meut.

Viis idea aspires, aiso, te a national, and even te, an ecumenical, organic union
of4;elievers. Were ûny rueo of the many forma of polity which it bas developed

,-to becoine the polity of ail believers, this idea would naturally, indeed inevitablyr
see. te show the brotberhood of'the saints in the establit3hoent-of an ecumenical
-court, rising above assemblies and conférences in authority, and binding all
nratianal bodies into one organic whole, It fails, however, te aceompliali its pur-
l ose te make the cburch organically one. This idea, in its3 many forme of polity,
h(a be strong only te, divide the houaehold of faith into opposîng organizations.

Ics boasted strengGh ia brittienes; for each organization foundcd on it anapa asnn--
der at. every strain. The attempted reunion, in this country and in Europe, of
the broken fragmente, raises doubts in earneet minds respeeting the enigin, value,.
and portuanency of Jhat ides. of the chureli which deveiops itself into, forma of
geovernénent so easily and often broken in pieces, and needTing mending se, fre--

quntly.
'i1ýhecChurcb of England, throughi the k-r.htien of a king te substitute him8elf-

and his.&cesors for the pope as visible head eof the cburob, la a combination of
the monarchie and the aristocratie ides ; for, were this mixed ides. te b. generally
adopted, there would be as many heads of the ehureh as there are civil rulers.
Out bf.England, the idea which underlies the Anglican Oharch ia, however, more-
simple. *ls is that of a priestly aristocracy, ruling by vir tue of ApostoIiC, succession..
This churcli erganization, like the Romish, is not easily rent asunder; for its
boopa of.policy are strong. But it has expelled Puritan and Methodiat, and thus.
dfivided the body of Christ ; and there are influences at work in it at the present
-timie, both in England and in America, whieh, anaLsoon divide it inte two par-
fie&,-.--ne-w:*th mass and candie going over te Il the mother of harlota and abomi-
nations of the eartb ;" the other, shioeked at the blasphemous pretensions and
cereinonies of "6that Wicked,» coming eut inte a juster appreherLson of the idea
of the churcb, and into a polity eof greater liberty.
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