
MATERIALS FOR OUR CRUROJI IIISTORY.

During the poriod o? their niinister's imprisonmuent, the churcb and congre-
gYatiori met regrulatly for worship on the Lord's Day-sermnons were rend, uid
dovotional exorcises appropriately condueted. At bis rcquest tlîey wrote to
Gxreat liritain for another minister to succeeci him. Lt should bc romiembero-l
to the lasting honour of the then members o? th )Church, who during that
period Of" £trouble, and rebuke, and blaspbcmny,> were persoeuted as the
doffscouring of ail things," that they displaycd ail fratornal regard for )LIr.

]3entotu, and by tlioir uraccasing kindness, and visits to hini in prison, allevi-
ated bis sorrows and fully shared in his designed disgrace, Amid the obloquv
whieh ignorance and powver both leagued to heap upon him and thoni, tlwx
developed a highly exoxrnplary flrmness of principle and consistoncy of ci-
duet, whioh ivere of considerable influence upon the ungodly among wvii
they shiued dlas lights, ini the world." The Chie? Justice Sowcll, tiventy-fiie
years afterwards, virtually admitted, that the proceedings in Bentoin's cabe
Nyere altogether contrary to the inalienable riglits of conscience, an inequittable
stretch o? civil jurisdiction adverse to the command o? Christ concerning the
administration of evaugelical ordinances and the worship o? God, and a dan-
grerous precedont whieh could, not bce justified. Nevcrtheless the aot o? the
Canaàdian Parliament respecting the Congregational Registers, whieh aet liad
been'approved by the B3ritish Governmeat from the commencement o? the
Provincial Administration, was directly and ever nullified and particularly
set aside during tho subsequent thirty years by that arbitrary decision of thc
Court of Law, aad any effort to obtaîn the registers was unsuccessful until the
Act 6th Wâilliam, IVth Chap. 19th, set the matttr permanently at rcst, and
g'ave to Congregational Clergymea a status equal to, any others; much to the
chagrin o? high-church bigots.

The Riav. Francis Pick, who still lives, a mnucli loved minister in Scotland,
sucoeedcd Mr. ]3entoai, conimeneing his labours in the year 180.5. le re-
inained three years preaching faithfully "lthe glorious Gospel o? the blcssed
God,>' without, laowevcr, that success for which his heart panted. The cause
o? his comparative failure *lay obviously in those untoward circumstances by
-whieh ho was surrounded. The complex opposition to IlTrue Christiatiity,"
sanctioncd indirectly by the adjudication of' the Civil Court, becanie a bar-
rier to the progress o? the Iltruth as it is in Josus," which unwearied efforts
and zeal, failed at the time to surmount; and notwithstandingy the urgent
wishes o? the people that lie should remain, à1r. Dick witbdrew from a scene
where immediate prospect o? doing good seemed to be extinct; and whcre in
addition to these evils ho suffered ?rom ilI health.

It should be stated ia this connexion, tliat about the year 1804, this infant
congregation originated and organized the Quebec Auxiliary Bible Society.
which bas neyer since ceased to exist, although at intervals, so far dormant as
to be little more than nominal. A further fact, which will be new to the
friends of Sunday Sohools, and which removes from Moatreal to Quebec the
honour o? establishing,, the flrst Sunday Sehool in Canada, must bie here intro-
duced. In the year 1806, speedily after Mr. Dick's arrival at Qnebec, a
Sunda'y Sohool was organized in connexion with this Independent or Congre-
<çrational Churcli,. and ooatiaued for niany years la successfül operation.
Indeed, amidst ail the privations o? the Church re8pectingy the stated Ministry,
that Sunday Schobl was sustained; and during the latter five years especially,
immediately puior to the final change in the relations o? the congregation, by
its alliance with the Kirk o? Scotland, that sehool, with a brandi o? it whieh


