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TAI.K Ar TITE: SV!«1D.
1Piohaps il is irreverent Iu allude to arn' of

the deliberations of the venerablo Svnod as
l"talk ;," but then wu do not think for n mo-
ment of charaeterizing thern by such a word.
Our aim is ratier 10 indipate that undercur-
rent of îhought and feeling which one %vio
listens to tl'i discussions or w'ho mingles with
-te membt)rs cien catch, but wii can nover
lie stereotyped In the minutes nor fpit outside
of the hody within which it circulatus. A
%vise man will form an opinion of the nd
of tbe court not s0 much from, the foruia de-
liverances which it gravely gives forth, as
from the tones of the speakers, the manner
-ii which particultir sentimeunts are cauglit up
andI re.echoed, the off-hand remnrks made by
niembors to those sitting nuar thum, and lu
fact ail thnt by-play which goes on during
the regular discussion of a subjeot. -Lot a
stranger enter on the second day cf the Sv.
nod's sitting, for exemple, andi after remain-
ing two or bhree liours whnt impressions will
he carry away of the talk about Union with
the United Freshyterian Church of the Lover
Provinces, supposing that lie goes away w-itb-
out hearing the conclusion to which the Court
cornes on the subjecî? P e ihink that his
op!inion will bc very different fromn that enter.
tainecd hy those amiablo persons who are
p redicting a general union as. the probable
NL\ew Year's-day gift of 1866. Not because
he heard any member takinj- up an egotisti-cal igh 'hurch position ; but because or
th general dissatiafaction ex pressed witlî tbc
whole conduet of the United body as far as il
relatcd to the Kirk. The broaci Dissonting
type of the Whole body, its hostility 10 our
Mother Church, the assimilatiot. of its cou-
gregational action to that of a congeries of
political sozieties, the general toile of its
organs, its offensive and waaton agressive-
neas. the impudent and grotesque slnd~ers of
ait that andi of al! whom we venerate nat only
circulated privatcly; but ta the %vorld hy pub.
lie speeches and Iettors, tbese and other tok.
uns betokening a bimiular spiril hnd evidenîly
deeply galied every inômber of Synod. Ana
il was nuîiced- that wbile niany ministers of
the othur hody band corne out lu Novai Scotin
for tbe express putrpose of dividing Presby-
terianism, our's on the contrnry liad corne
ardeîîtly loriging for a union, waailb now thev
saw nu hop"s of realizîng on nocounit of thue
intolerant iipirit nianifuestecl towards them. It
ivoîîld ticarcely bu the opinion of an "6able
editor" tîat tour rninistere were now enger for
union biatl bue ha.rd'*a!l this "4 talk.' le
w~ould bave learnui th.at they preferreci tbce
t;pirit bo the fori, -incerity bu prutence, -titi
ileèdq to irords. lie wouild have heard htI
our ministers cbouglit it soinewlîaï.acos
t-jit for a Church to ho otïuring Union, while
it was flot agreed on thu point of wlîuîhur wu
%vere or were iro*. n faithîftil Church of Christ.
JI set!:ned ns if it iere b,-tt on sectiring tuj
itself the acivantages ial gaining t11e credit 1

both of ponce and of war; its representatives
in one place turning the laugh against the
fussilizcd incapables wl:o would desiro bo root
Scottisbi dissension ini Noya Se9gtia soil, and
in another place flot allowing oui ruinisters. to
enter their pulpits, or rofusing to, admit a
in-mber of our church to their communion
table, or openly defamirig aur ministers and
ohurch. Ail these things it vas declareci
must ho changed before the eub' ject of union
could again bu btoached. The spenking on
the subjcct was excellent. M1r. Herdrnat
spoke with much warmtli and point ; and the
rernarks of the Honhie. MNr. Hohxses hsa1 a
sincerity nnd moral eatnestuiess that bold with
great effeet; but the niembers present seem-
ed to praise Mr. Sincla.ir's speech most for pre-
cision of<languiagc, and luciclity and brendth
of thought. It is a grat pity that thiere was
no reporter present on tbis occasion, and ini-
deed on aIl the davs during which the Synod
continued its aittirnge. Our church is« fot
blessed ns thc otner religinous bodies in the,
Province are--with a %veekly newspnpur to,
give its proceedings in full and tu advocattý
its inter 'sts. Our only organ is the Record,
and the best minutes in the world give but a
very hala and rneagre account of wlint i,-
donc at the meeting uf Synod. LUt us liopi.
that a romedy mny bo sccured for this inuxr.
Vear by the alppointrnur.t o' sumeon in1 l
dIraw up a fuller report of -tvhvit is said upomi

&pCia'l subjects than that contained in th(,
minutes. Imiglht however refe? th tnàllk"
la and arouind the vonerable court oni other
matters. Thus, for example, it was nrnusing
to hear thaï. this year as formrnoy, the Island
Pies1.ytery hnd excited attentiou for scune
irregularity of procceding and one or twn
oaller vagaries. 'Vienl as tu the citeulntion of'
the Record, while &ome congregatiotis, suchi
as New Clasgow and St. John'is, voie doing
excellently, othert xtee much b1luaed for
oulpable indifferenve on, the subject. Ilu hall-
fax Presbytery especidly, thu smallbîuss of'
the n :rtl:. mcach nstonishment.
No Records taken in Traro, nonie ia M-%uqtio-
<lohoit, noue in 1%r. 'Martiiis stationis arocand.
HIalifax! n state of rnattrs suruly tha. idi.
cales little zeal iii those quarters. And ats tt>
Pictou Pr.sbytery, it vas notiffcn ar-rthL
singular that only £2 lOs. Ivid been cullectett
'vithin ils bounds last vear fur the Svnod
Ftind, though memnbers of the Presbytery
bni. clainis ag4inst the ]?und of ten ti.tes tl.t>
arnoun:t.
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Iconfess tu the disapîîlointmen. wlichl 1
have ttlwavsv expurienceed wheii corîîpari1n;

ayplace 'l bave ever visituci, witli the u
dciipinsof il Wihel 1. had, previouhel)

rend. T lie pioturus drawn liv the %vriý ers, <'r-
perhaps these as niusrelresurivd by the 1111nd.
of t'le redr. have neyer ax uîîýu adjus.cný


