in shors, that you rescmhl?yaur Maater, the
more valuable and successful witl your witness
be. Roussean has said: *’laske away the
miracles of the Guspel, and the earth will be at
the feet of Jesus.”” Wesay: let tukewann-
nessin overy church be replaced by life, world-
liness by holiness, selfishness Ly love; and
when the Gospel shall have accomphished this
maguificent miracle,—-this miracle which it
alune can accomplish,~—the whols world shall
helieve in the Gospel.—The Right of Frery
Man to Read the Bible.

——— ity D e s e

Survey of Papel Affairs.

Ix our humble opinton, things are not fook-
jng up in the Papal world, 'We know no
how the present occupant uf Peter’s chair may
feel ; but, were we 1 his pozitton, we should
not be much at our case. On all sides new
complicatious are appeating, aed dangers are
starting up, which the Court of the Vatican,
weakened ag it has been in paliteal power by
recent evemts, is but il fited tu cope with,
Maiters have uot mended swee the famous
deeree of the limmaculate Couception, ‘T'he
Pupe lovked fur an instaat and beneticiul change
i the posture of atluies as the conseguence of
that decree.  Why e should, we conld not
very well see ; but that he did is enquestion-

. uble. ile made no seeret of regarding his de-
" crec us 3 tuasterly stroke of palicy, which
could not fail to extricate hun from all lus di-
fhiculties, and bring utter discomfiture upon all
his eneanes. He had made Mary his debtor
for ever, and was fully enttled to expect in
relurn every interpositton in the power, and
cvery blessing at the disposal of the Queen of|
Heaven. T'he world,—that is, the Pagal sec-
tion of it,—was to pass from under * the reign
uf judgment, 1o the reign of love.””  Cholera,
famime, revolution, heresy, in short, every
plague which had afflicted mankind, was to
give place 1o a golden era of amity aud happi-
ness, much as the beasts that prowl by uight
. flee 1o their dens on the approach of dawa. It
s now two inonths and more since that decree
was proclaimed, or, as a gambler would say,
since the Pope plaved his last stake,— for
both he and his friends talked of it as such;
but we have not been able to I- o that any
very marked improvement has tuwen place iu
Papal affawrs.  {f changed av all, they have not
changed to the better ; and all the good things
" which the Pontff so confidently promised
lamself are yet to come. But they must come
soon, if the Papal See would be spared some
wee humiliabons and losses. A heavy blow
unpends at this mument over Papal interests in
more than one of the countries of Europe.
While the Puntiff has been making conquests
abtoad, he has had te encounter formidable
'tesylts against his authority at home. Ie
boasts that he has brought back England and
Holland to their orbits in the Catholic world ;
“but these acquisitions are balanced by the
| threatened loss of Sardinia and Spain. Iu
tuth, the aequisitions of the Pontift’ are to a
great degree nominal and imaginary ; while
lus losses,—both those he has already sus-
ued, and those with which he is now threat-
ened,—are substantial and real. .

While the general policy of Europe, more
especially since the breaking out of the war,
isnat in accordance with Papal interests, and,
udeed, is fraught with pessible disaster to
them, the individuval and internal policy of
wveral of its States is such as to give no un-
nixed satisfaction at Rome. Piedmont must
live been the cavy .* some anxious hours of]
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Spain is another quarter in which truuble iy
arising to the Vatican, The ¢ unkindest
cuts’* ut this hour are dealt the PontiT by the
hiunds ol those who were fornerly his best
fiiends. One would scarce have thought k.t
there rentained spirit envuglr ta Spamn for such
a course ; vet that countty has grown weary,
hike Piedmont, ol feeding some thousands ot
wle men, and has set jtselfin carnest to the
wurk of suppressing the monasteries.

Nor are France and Austrin maintaining
that  thorough subverviency to the Papal See
which buth professed some little wlile sgo. We
can discover in the former kingduw a dispusi-
tion to indulge the priedts in small things, but
to check them in great  IFrance has not yet
made vp her ind whether she shall permit
the publication of the decree on the Tnumacn-
late Conceprion, aml a Report of State is un-
derstood 10 be jn preparation agamst 1t Ac-
cording 1o the concordat of Napoleun, the
consent of the Council of State is essential to
the publication of any dogmu or bull, aud the
prabability is that Jesuitisin will not be able to
uwumber this umong ita wiher triumphs 1
Frauce. ‘The oppusition of Austna to the
new dogina is more open.  She has enjuined
upon her priests in Lombardy silence respect-
ing it, and they dare neither publish it, nor
preach upon it from thewr pulpte.  ‘he alli-
ance of Austria with the Western Powers
must necessarily tend 1o a dechne of Papal -
fluence at the Court of Vienna, Last of all
comes Naples ; aud certainly this 13 the last
corner in Burope where one would look for
any symptoms of re-action.  But even here it
hias been felt that 1he yoke presses somewhat

-
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circumstances belonging 10 a family which
are not conumon fo the world,—mercies en.
Jjoyed ond aftfictions -maffered which affpet
every member of' the family in common, so
they are called ujon to nicet together ** in
unity," with thanksgiving aud supplication.
We read that when David  bad made an
end of offering buvut-offevings und peace-
tofferings, he bleseed the people in the nume
of the Lord of Ifosts,” and afterwards * re-
turned to blees his houschold,”  Thivdly,
'us belonging to tho same great funuly, the
head whereof is Chriat, and here dwelling
“together for a senson, ficlings of sympathy,
“fellowship and  brotherly love naturally
spring up between those who are of the
** houschold of fuith,” and hence arises the
desire to join in social wosship, er Pruyer
Meetiqgs.

. These dutics arc_intimately conncected
‘with each other. Ile who does not fear
'God iu the closet is not likely to be a man
,who will tuke delight in worshipping him in
(the fumily circle, or tuke plearwre in the
texercise of sovinl worship.  On the other
thaud. the nian who delights to pour out his
‘soul before God in private, will most cer-
tainly be a man like Cornclius * fearing
God with all his house,” and taking every
jopportunity of joining others in the solemn
;service of public devotion. Once a mon’s
theart has Been touched—once he is made to
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too heavily, and Ferdinand has entered, in'fecl his own dopravity, his utter belplessness
express terms, his dissent agais -« the popular’and the con-cquent need he bas of a Saviour,
doctrine ot the Jesuits, that the Popedom isthe will then and not till then be able to

abave the Maonarchy.

On the other side of the Adlantie, ton, a
powerful movement has sprang up aguivst the
Papacy. ‘T'he Saxon spirit of the American
people has heen roused, and they are prepared
o grapple in no gentle fashion with a system
which they see to bo the fue of their liberties,
—a system which shed their father’s bluod in
the old world, and which is prepared to hght
the fires of wmartyrdom for their sons in the
Néw. * The Kuow-Nothing movemen' is
daily widening in America ; and, provided it
13 not seduced into physical violence, will
tend 10 conserve the liberties of that great
conntry.—Witncss,
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Fellowship or Social Prayer Meetings.

# Let us conslider one another to provoke unta love and
to good works : not forsaking the assembling of oursclves
together, as the manter of gome I8 3 but exhorting one
another : and so much the more, as y¢ sce the day
approaching.” Hgs. x. 24, 235,

Tne Christian stands in a threefold rela-
tion to the duty of prayer. First, as aun
individual, he is commanded to engage in
secret prayer,—to enter into his closet, and
to lift up his voice to God. Private prayer
is needed, because there are many things
between a man and God, which should not
meet the ear of other men. Secondly, as
a member of a family, Family religion isa
duty which belongs to all the members of|
the house. The fuithful in every age have

hte jn the Vatican,

caltivated ‘family devotion, As there are

‘exclziim with sincerity and truth, * How
;amiable aro thy wbernacles, oh God, a day
jin thy house is better than a thousand; [
thad rather be a door keeper in the house of
my God, than dwell in the tents of Wicked-
ness.”

Among professing Christians the great
fault of the present times sccms to cousiat in
the want of a living, vital, practical convic-
tion of the majesty, authority and power of
the Word of God. How.often alse, in these
flays of widespread unbelief and infidelity,
do we hear the sceptic arguing against the
efficacy of prayer, and attempting, by croci-
ed and perverse reasonings, to undermine
the whole fabric of revealed Religion !
Among professing Christians, the want of a
living fuith is nowhere wore clearly maui-
fested, than in the too general negleet of
meetings for social worship. A cold and
benumbing scepticism scems to be stealing
over us, and freezing the vitals of true reli-
gion. In such times as these, Christians
ought strongly to be reminded of the value
and importance of prayer meetings. Prayer
is.a mighty instrument in the hands of »
true believer. Ye who read your Bibles,
and believe them to be the Word of God,
what think you of such words as these,
“agk and it shall be given you, seek and
ye shall find, knock and it 8% Il be opened
unto you.” These words, you know, wero
addressed by our Saviour to his first follow-
ers, and were they not well calculated to
inspire hope an : confidence in the bosoms of
his disciples! They were spoken, however,




