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God, he had led hs flocks so often and which
he had left how panfully! taking upon him
the appoinied power, to make of the fenced
city a wilderness, and to fill the desert with
songs of deliverance. 1t was not to embutter
the last hour of lus hife that God restored to
himn, for a day, the beloved soliudes he had
jost, and breathed the peace of the perpetual
hills aroand lum, and cast the world 1n which
he had laboured and simed far beneath ins
teet, i that nust of dywg blue—all s, all
wandenng, svon o be forgotien furever, the
Dead Sea—a type of God’s anger understood
by him, of all men, most clearly, who had seen
the earth open her mouth, and the sea lus
dupth, to overwhelin the cumpanies of those
who contended with his Master—laid waveless
beneath lum, and beyond it, the fair hills of
Judah, and the soft plains and banks of Jordan,
purple in the evening hight as with the blond
of redemption, and fading 1 their distant fal-
uness 110 mysteries of promise and of love.
There, winh his unabated strength, his undun-
med glance, lymg down upon the uumost
rocks, wuh angels waittng near to contend for
the spoils of his spirst, he put off his earthly
armour. We do deep revercnce to his com-
panion prophet, for whom the chariot of fire
cams down from heaven; but was s death
less noble, whom fus Lord tlimselt buried in
the vales of Moab, keeping, 1n the secrus of
the Eternal counsels, the hnowledze of a
sepuichre, from which he was to be called,
10 the fulness of time, to talk with that Lord,
upon Hermon, of the death that He should
accomplish at Jerusalem.

—— R ————

The Undbaptized.

Ministers whose lot it is to labour in the
mors destitute lucalities of vur larger towns,
and in country parishes with piblic works, will
bear me out in saying, that in such placesa
very necessary quesiion before admitting younpg
communicants 18, * Have yon been haptized
There is a dense mass of heathenism in the
midst of us, knowing not so much as whether
there1sa ioly Ghost, and sullremaining, even
outwardly, unsprinkled with the bapusm of
water. Only a page or two back in my mission-
ary's journal, I find the following entry made -

isited 1n Land. fn the top flat
there are 1wo men hiving with two women un-
married.  They bhave families unbaptized.
There 1s also another fanily—once, 1 believe,
members of the U. P Church, with cluldren
unbaptized. In all, eight unbaptized cluldren
hete.”” When I came, ahout two years ago,
to the patish i virh tlys state of 11 1y exists,
1 found that a mactnery had been set in motion
especially fur these outcast families. ‘T'here
was a missionary laboriously and daily visiting
among them,~—an asseciation of members of the
congregation, for bringing out the adults to
meetings and 1o church, and for getting the
ctuldren to attend the Sabbath school. These
meeungs for the adulls are held twice a-week ;
one is addressed by the minister, and the ather
by the missionary ; and they present a very in-
teresting spectacle. Neaily 100 persons re-
gularly hearthe Gospel preached to them there,
many of whom would otherwise be shut outal-
most entirely from the means of grace. There
are mothers with infants ; therc are fathers in
tattera; there are men and women who had
seldomn, if ever, been in anv church, and some
who would not veniure on the Sabbath to
attend 2 Protestant place of worship, come
out then. ‘Lhis had been in operation for some
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time before I came, begun by my esteemed
friend and gifted predecessor in his short but
laborious mimstry in the charge to which 1
succeeded. In visiting this pansh, one could
not fail to be struck with the numbers who
wers growing up uubapuzed. It was resolved
to adapt these tnceungs, as far as possible, to
the circumstances of the heads of such fanuhes,
and we were rewarded by a regular attendance
on the part of several. "U'lus machinery, besides
causing many advautages, was mamly 1nstru-
mental 10 producing the following result.  On
a Sabbath evening 11 December last, the session
met 1n the vsual place of weekly meeting, and
then and there 1 administered, and felt myselt
Justified in administering, the rite of buptism to
twenty who before were unbaptized. What a
scene ' ‘The place was crowded, but with no
spectators drawn to 1t from erely 1dle curiosi-
1y. I never wiinessed so 1mposing, so 1mpres-
sive a spectacle 1 my hte. There we hud
muthers presenting their children themselves,
for therr hushands were dead, or worse than
dead. We had futhers with pallid cheeks, who
had long been aut of work, and who, pining
for yeurs in sad distress, had been obhged to
give away their clothes and furmture for bread.
Che blind father was smong thew, groping his
way to the bapusmal font to dedicate lis chii-
dren 1o the God he vowed to serve. Soms were
there who had gone unce or twice to the pansh
church when they had come first. But there
was no place it allotted for parishioners ; no
seat for thuse who could not or who would not
buy the trush.  Disgraceful state of things,—
too cummon' What wonder if they thought
that no man cared for their soul, and left the
church determined never to return We had,
oo, some reclaimed from a life of vice and
misery, to honesty, schriety, and virtue, and
we fondly hoped and trusted 1o religion and to
God I sausfied myself of the knowledge and
character of theae different parents. They made
a solemn and public profession of their faith in
Chrnist, and obedience to Him. They under-
took to discharge the duties wcumbent vpon
them as Christian parents, and then their chil-
dren—1] cannot say their infants—were bapuized.
Not only weeka, but months and years, had
tolled over these cluldren's heads. Boys and
airls of nine and ten years old were among
them, partakers of a rite which 1 trust the God
of grace will bless, placed, though late, by
their mothers or fathers in the arms of the
Saviour for s blessing, and taking part
such a scene, as neither they nor those around
me, nor the ¢lders who were present, nor 1,
can surely ever forget. Surely, if Jesus still
lives,—1s still the same,—that scene was not
mdifferent to Him,~that administration of bap-
usm w -~ not unhlessed by Hun who said on
the earth, * ~ Tr the lutle children to come
unto me, st 10rhid them not, for of such is the
kir: M of heaven 1.
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Presbyterian Church in the U. States.

We receive from time to time very valuable
and encourxging ecclesiastical an’ missionary
intelligence in the Home and Foreign Record
of the Presbyterian Church of the United
States. In the latest number for the month of]

June we have the fifty-fourth snnual Reper
of the Beard of Domestic Missions.

“ There hus been,” we are informed, *y;
increase 1n the number of missionaries ¢
ployed durinﬁ the year —an augmentation ¢f
receipts, both from the churches, and 1 5.
dividual donations and legacies—an increxe
in the aggregate appropnations—a large
average salary paid to our missioneries—ay
an increase in the balance on hand at we
close of the fiscal year. In every depanmey
there has been an encouraging progress; i}
we doubt not that the Assembly will heauy
umte with the Board in their expressions ot
gratitude to God for his unmented goodnen
and mercy.”

Woe have then some very interesting s
ments from the Board of Education.

“ The imncrease of Candidates,” we len,
“for the last six months has been less thy
during the first six wonths of the year. By
the number received dunog the whole yur
18 considerably 1n advance of the precedny
year, and the number during the twelve moyts
preceding May 1855, was over twenly in e
vance of the previous year. ‘The advance
two years 1s nearly fortv. Our pecumary pres
sure for a portion of the year has been ¢y
usually great. But by the kind providensce
God many of the churches responded noby
to our appeal for relief, and we are ableny
close the year with & small balance inibe
treasury. For this we thank God and ke
courage.”

Wihilst vigorous and persevering effortsue
made both in England and Scotland, to wa
draw the Schools from the superintendene
of the Church, the American Board of Edwa
tion are using their utmost exertions to extes]
the Parochial School system throughout te
country. The organization of ther schx
system 18 worthy of notice, and containi twu
sigmficant and instructive information, to te
friends of religious education among ourselr
=nd in Britain.

«1. Every school applymng for ad to
Board of Education, must be under the ca
of the session of & Presbyterian church, ¢
he subject to the general supervision of
Presbytery.

2. In addition to the usual branches of¢
mentary education, the Bible must &e used
a text-book for daily instruction n rel
and the shorter Catechism must be taught
least twice a week.

3. The teacher must be a member 10
and regular standing of the Presbyt
Church.

4. The school must be opened with pny
and reading of the Bible ; and singing, &
as practicable, must be taught in the
and united with the other devotional exerc

“The report of the Board of Foreign ¥
sions shows progress, not only in itg rece;
and expenditures, but progress in the direc
towards which s efforts are all directed,
winning souls to a knowledge of the trul
God has owned and blessed his owned &
He has answered the prayer, that more l
crs may be sent forth into the harvest, and
has sent the dew and the ramn from hes
upon our mission churches. To those ¥
feel interested in the apecial work comm:®



