
11HE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

ESTIIEL BEFORE THE KING.

Mar. 12. B. C. 473.
Lesson, E sthcr 4: 10-5: 3.

Golden Text, Prov. 31: 9.
Memory vs. 5 : 1-3. Catcchismn Q., 51.

Keep iii mind a few facts. Nebuchednezzar,
king of Babylon, the grcatest kingdoin of its
tini'i, carried the Jews captive ini thrce wars,
606 598, 5S6 B. C. Then caine the 70 ycars cap-
tivîty; 606-536 B. C. Two ycars before it ended
the great city and kingdomn was overthrown by
Cyrus, and the Medo-1>ersian k-ingdoni estab-
lished, M3 B. 0. Tien, 536 B. C., tic Jews are
permitted to return. Fifty tlîousand of thin
came back,, but niost of thcm, perhaps two or
three millions, born and reared in Babylon, pre-
fer reniaining.

Near 50 years pass aw%%ay. The Medo-Persian
kingdom lias growvî, anid is the greatest of its
time. Ahiasuerus, or, as hie is called in Greek,
Xcrxes (the great), ascexîds the tlironc. Three
years later, bis queen Vashti dispicases hiini be-
cause shie wvil not appear iiiveiled at a druxîken
revel. Uc divorces lier, undertak-es bis great ex
pedition1 to Greece, is defeated, returns hiome,
gives up war for the harem, and marries a Jew-_
ué*h maiden calied Esthier.

Uanian, an oficer of hîicli dcgrce is offended it
Mordecai, aJeý%,. Ile scorns to meddle witliiun
alone, but plans to kili ail the Jews ini the emi-
pire. Esther is persuaded by lier uncle Mordecai
to plead -%vith the king for the safety of lier people.

The place of the book of Esther in history is
betwecen the Otli and 7th chapters of thîe book of
Ezra. Tlue autlîor is unkniown, but it ivas some
one vcry fainiliar wvith thec scenes recorded. The
name of God, and prayer to Hlmi, are net once
mcutioxicd, but dependence upon i ni anîd look-
ing to1Lim pervade flhc book.

I. Estlîer's message to MtNordecai, vs. 10-12.
Pitt Io dcatIk-Thris law w-as iîutended. to sttve
the king froin ainhuyance, also froni danger buit
wUth ail lus care this t rant %vas slaiin in Îiis'bed.

£xce~l-The iliad rescrvcd to Iiimscf lu
rîght to save if Jie chos V Thryd -The
king's "flrst love" luad cooled. This rendered
the undertaking cf Esthier the mnore dangerous,
especially ia view of the fichie, cruel cliaracter of
Eastern (lespotS.

IL Mordecai's answer, vs. 13.14. Four mo-
tives lie appeals to in lus answer : (1) lier own
personai safcty; (2) that deliverance -%vil1 corne
romelscwlere, anîd slîe -%vill lose tic oppor-

tunity of 4saving lier people; (3) assurance of
success, " shalt arise"; (4) God's provîdence in
'hringing lier to the tIîrone.

[Il. Est!ier's resolve, vs. 1.5-17. Fast.-This ia-
cludes humiliation, confession, praver to God,
trust in I-iai, anîd consecration to I{irn. Tiarce
daiis-From the cnd of one day, througlî the sec-
ondi te the begianing of thec t-bird, perliaps a littie
over 30 hours. 1'crishl-She can but die, .aîud
resolves to dare.

IV. Esthecr gees before the king, vs. 1-3. Roy~al
apiair- She did ixot dres iii sackcloth, but
wvitl w'oiiti's wvit made lierseif as attractive as
poz5kibIe. StoocZ- Wlire thc king could sec lier.
Wlîat a critical position. cSiîall she live or die?
ObtaincZ fatvo?-Uler laeauty and grace again
asserted its sway, but buliind it aIl ivas Gods
powcer. "Tie lieart of tlît. ng.is in tlîelbaid cf
the Lord." R cqust-1le hriew froin tule acet of
her braving the law thiat i3ue liad seine imuport ant
recjuest. IIalf o.f mil kiîzqdlom-Easterin extra-
vadieoif prwie ike lierod to the~ dauglîter

Mar. 19. A TEMPERANCE LESSON.
Prov. 23 :15-23. Golden Text, Epli. 5 : 18.
Meniory vs. 19-21. CatechismQ., 52.

1TUE '%ISE YOUNG MAX.

I., Makzes glxîd parenits, vs. 15-16. WVise--Young
mnen pride t1iexuselve.- oni t.htir w-!sdouuî; -%vide-
awakze, far-seeiuug, kuîIoviuug, they like to lue. Rie-
nieenber " the fear of tie Lord is the begiîîaing
of wisdolli." Jejoice-Youlig people, Yeu catinot
kznow the anguislî yeu cause your parents wluea
you go astray, or thue Joy Uiey have iii vour Nvell1-
doiuîg. "A %vise son maketl a giad father 1 but a
foolish son is the lieaviniess of lus niotiier.'

IL Lookc beyoîid appearaiices to resuits, vs.
17-19. Envy giot-AII inay sem weIl witli the
'wicked, but tluink of their enud. lThine ecepeci-
ation.--Shall nuot be cut ofF Blessed are they
thiat hunger and thirst after righîteousness, for
they challbe Ilhhed. The prosperityof thîeivicked
scenis at times very attractive. The "4good
times "of the fast liver scem good iadeed, -but
liow 50011 the sweetiiess of luis jo4r turns to bit-
terness. " Surehy tiiere i8 an end."c 0 forget not
tlîat eiîd, and reniember tlat the "end' is de-
termined by the road you take.

111. -Keep out of bad eompany, vs. 20-23.
Winebibbe-s--Týhe caily safety is ia keeping chear
of tlieni. " On thue moors of Yorkishire, England,
is a strearn -wli at,-Us source is quite cicar.
Suffideniy it becornes a dark, muddy yellow. The
reason is that it bas passed tlîrough a bcd of
o.lIi-e, af ter which it flows for miles, useless and
Unpleasant. Sinful companions are~ like lieds of
ochre." One sinner destroyeth much good. Riot-
ou.9 eaiers-Gluttony lias its rnyriads cf victims,
as well as drunikenuîess. The sun iSalittle more
respect-able, but more widespread and the oource
cf niueh cvii. Poverty-U-owv of tea tluis is exem-I, ified. DrowSines3-Tlîe lack o! lifé that fol-
iovs a long course cf .evelry. Drunkenness is

usuallflloN-edby it.
us. isten ted bis parents, -v. 22. Ffearhke1-

It is a blesscd Vling tlat s0 many, even -lien
thyhave come te think and act for tluemselves,

lceep Up the habits cf yonth in giving dutiful
liceV agcd parents. Despise giot-Pitifui to,
hear men and -women talk with ili-concealeci
slight of Ilthe old man," "lthe old woman." Let
thue precious naine "father, " "mothier," five as
long as you live, and ]et themn be ever symbols cf
rcsectful love.
'VSecs truth, v. 23. Buy-Sometimes iL

costs somcthîng te speak thxe truth, out It is
",',vay worth more than the price ipaid. " Vis-
dem, instruction, understanding." Let these,
and net self-indulgence, mark Vluee in 111e.

WATCH AND PRAY.

Mar. 26. BU, VIE W. Gel. Text, Ps., 119: 105.
The lessons for the quarter extend from the

first return of the exiles, under Zerubabel, te
Neliemniah's second visit, 427 B. C., more than a
century, and centre cluiefly arouad Vlree great
cities, Babylon, Jerusalein and Susa. We sec-
the overthrow cf thue kixugdomn of 13abyleon, w'hirh
muade possible the return cf Israel. We sec the
coming of the exiles tc tlueir own land and the
building cf theltemple,and at length, tlicwallof the
city,throughi long years cf opposition and persecu-
tiomu. Tlue only truc reviewvis athoroui-'re-studly
cf thue various lessons anîd a, suniîning up cf the
teacluings o! the wliole. Rexieniber, toe, tluat
thie great law-s of G od's 4noraI governmnt ai*(>
thue samie now as tîxeu, tixat sin, evea inow as un-
the case of Israel, brings sorrew, w-hile the w-ay
cf luoliîuess is the way cfpeace.


