
Foocis, delivered before the Field Naturalists' Club during the winter of

1892. 'P'lie sugars are the niost soluble and the bimiplest miembfers of this

group. Their study fromi a chemical standpoint is exceedingly interesting,

esl)ecially in relation to plant life, 'ince it is highly probable that the

other carbohydrates are forrned from themi.

OEO'l F TH-E CONCHO-1LO(HCAL, BRANCH, 1893.

l'rceututv at ilhc .nvaI Mecting, Mardi 2a', ,S94.

.To the Goozci/ (f M/e O/awa z'dii/r/ss Club.

The leaders of this branch beg to report that while they have flot

during the year gîven aq miuch attention to the study of the shells of

this vicinity, as they, in duty, were probahly botitid to do, they have

nevertheless something of interes t to rep)ort as the result of their ob)ser-

vations. '1'wo nev shelis wvere added to the O)ttawva list during the

year, both discoveries having been macle by the Rev. G. W. Taylor.

Pupa ciirvide;zs 'vas noticed arnong a number of smnall shells taken at

Hu'll. In ponds ne-ir St. Louis D)an, the srmall En'ihPIhzrbis

nazi/ilezs var. cr-is/a/us wvas takzen for the second timie on this continent.

Lt had previously been flound in Amierica only at H-amilton, where it

ivas collected three years ago by Mvr. A. W. H-anharn. ''le occurrence

of this sheli at Ottawa, nearly 4,000 miles fromn its homne, indicates how~

readily, in modern days, slîis miay hecomie widely, distributed. Its

presence in thc p)onds at St. Louis Dam is in great prol)ability due to
thie large quantity of refuse packing niaterial, such as strawv envelopes,
marsh grass, etc., wvhich have for years been thrown into these ponds.

Lt may be that the shelîs themselves could not withistand the changes

to wvhich the straw and grass wvould be exposed froni the timne it was

gyathered in England until it was throwvn into, the ponds, but froni the extra-

ordinary vitality wvhicli the eggs of miolluscs are wvell knowvn to possess,

these might continue unimpaired even under the trying circumistances

that must bave obtained in this case.

An imnportant find of the exceedingly minute atid rather rare

Ver/zg,ý>o miiiumn was made in l3illings's bush, one 'vet afternoon in August

on the bark of a fallen oak. H-ere, in ten minutes, miany more

specimens of this shiell were found tha-i the collector hiad previously


