
lands. The sante is true as regards the phosphate region inQeec
It 18 this system of unconkditional sale of miningm lands for speculation,
without regard to yearly working, Lliat lias ruined the rnining intereste
ef this district. The error of any one party owning a large extent of
mining land in a block:, arises fromn the fact, wlîich is well known
to experienced iirsand explorers, that by selling, say to an
Iron Mining Company, a few thotisand acres in a block, it gets other
minerais, whicli it cannot treat., or the use of which it nay not know,
and the ores other than hron remain unworked.

Compare the systeiri adopted in the Western United States, whiere
a niining, caimi is given to, the discoverer on condition that it is worhed,
or lias labor spent on it to, the extent of $100 each year; failirig which
it reverts to the Governmieui. Under that îýystein the riglit of discoverv
<)f the explorer, prospector, or miner, is respected, and a reward granted
himi (hie can locate two dlaims>, but in Ontario and Quebee, lie lias no
riglits, and lie is, therefore, drawu to the more inviting-fields of the
UTnited States. The location of the dlaim in the States is made hy the
discoverer on the ground, and is 1 laced on record in thie Land, Office;
but in this district it is made by a clerk iii the Land Office, and not by'
the discovei*er; a practice which lias proved -fruitful of the worst
abti'es and frauds on Canadian discovcry. In the United States, by
« ranting mining claims in that- way, ore accîîmulated under the clause

*compelling at least so much work each and every year, and fromi is
accumulation arose the neb-essity for inilling or smielting wvorks to, work
it uip, and liad the sanie inducements and com pulsion been in force in
Canada, otir mines wotxld have beén counted l>y- the thousand, instead
of the few now in operation.

The chiéf ores of this region are: iron, (hematites and magnetic),
phIosphate, or apatite, and a large variety of pyrites, or suiphuret ores
,df the miners, holding in places copper, gold and silver ln workable
quantities, lead or galena,-'pltimbago (Ihlack-lead), mica, and others of
less importance.

The ores of iron are fotind la sucl variety and abundance that the
only reason thev are ixot now worked is the question -of cheap fuel for
reduction. Next spring certain tests of machinery are to be made, and
should they prove as suemful as. formner trials, this question 'will be


