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THE TRAINING,ý 0F ARCHITECTS.
At a recent r-aeting of the Philosophical Society of Glasgow,

Mr. Henry Dyer, C.E., read a paper ou "lThe Training of
Architects," and referred to the subject cbiefly from a scien-
tiflo and engineering point of view-thus supplementing a
paper which had been read by Mr. Newbery, the head master
of the Glsgow School of Art, during the previous session, on
the artistie side of the trainiug requirod by architecte. As
we think that hitherto, architecte have been almost entirely
artiste, and, consequently, unable to deal with many of the
scientiflo questions arising in the course of their practice, we
w*fl shortly mention a few of the pointe raîsed by Mr. Dyer.
Re commenced by insieting that the firet duty of an architect
was te make his building suitable for the purposes for which
it ie intended, and having done that, thon te make it s beau.
tiful se circumetances will admit, and he supported hie
position by quoting the opinion of Sir Gilbert Scott to the fol.
lowing oll'ect : IlArchitecture differe from her sister arts of
painting and sculpture iii this-that while they directly orig.

ast. iu a sense of beauty, and are either wholly independeut
of utility, or only accidentally counected with it, architecture
reaulte in the firet instance from necepsity, beauty being a sup.
ersdded grase- The element of beauty may increase in its
relative importance with the nature aad objecta of the build-
ing iu proportion s the building becomes more monumental
in~ its character ; but in no class of building can beauty con.
rfstently be allowed te interfere in any degree with the effic.
lency with which the structure providce for and carrnes ont the
1yrimary object of its erection, whatever that may chance to be.
No clam of building is se completely the result of necesity as
our houses--our existence in dependent upon them, sud health 'comfort, sud convenience require that they should be con.
stracted with ail possible regard to the demande of ont nature
and the cuetome and necessities of the state of society in
which we are plac.d. W. may superadd tste to any cItent,
but if it interferes with any of these primsry requiremente it
(juet so far) defeate the objecte for which domestie buildings
are erected, sud becomes a nuisance inetead of -a luxury. It
foilows that no style of architecture is good for anything which
demande that utility ehonld in any degree be e'rcrificed to taste.
It has coneequently been in all ages the aim of good architec.
tur not only to add beauty te utility, but s far s possible
to make it grow out of snd reenît froca the uses and construc-
tion of the varions parte of the bttildinig-an object which.
becomes doubly urgent iu those buildings on which our life,
health, happinees, and convenience 'are in so great a degree
dependent."

After illuetrating nome of the shortcomings of architecte in
the construction of buildings, Mr. Dyer proceeded te show that
if architecte would confine their work to the province assigued
te it by Ruskin, that in, to Il30 dispose and adorn the edifices
raised by mn, for whatsoever unes, that the sight of thema con-
tributes te hie mental health, power, sud plesere," they woiild
make their profession a very himited one indeed, se it wae im-.
possible to draw a strict liue betweon architecture and building
construction. Moreover, s the majority of structures are in-
tended te b. lived iu, cither se places of residence or of oc-
casional meetings, aud if they are so srrauged that bodily
hesltli suffers, mental health, power, sud pleseure are not
likely te be in good condition. While admittiug the artis.
tic aide of architecte' training should always prodominate,
Mr. Dyer, pointed ont that the scientific or constructive sliould
receive, more attention than lis hitherto been the cas. Archi-
tecte should know sufficient mathematics te ýenable thora to
undsrstand the principie of1 construction of suoh buildiip..u

I

Ifail within the range of ordiuary practice, There 1s no neCý;6-
sity for munch of their time being taken up with this p)art ofjthe course. What in required is a clear perception of the gon-
oral principles, rather than an intiniate acquaiutance with
details of methods, s a littie practice sud the study of stan-
dard works would acon enable them te design sufficiently
exactly, without requiring to go into elaborate calculations.
They should have a fairly good acquaintauco with physice, at
lest with those parte which are conuected with the acoustica,
lightiug, hesting, sud sanitary arrangements of buildings.
There are few public buildings in which a speaker can addreee
a large audience with auy degree of comfort te himeîf or hik
audience, aud fewer etill in which the arrangements for ventil-
ation are evea passably good. The subject of protection frors
fit" should receive more attention than it does at present,
Many buildings are little better than match boxes, and even
in those in which special precautions have becu taken we very
often find some defect iu construction or arrangement which
practically nullifies ail these precautions.

Although the object of Mr. Dyer'e paper ws not to take up
the art, but rather the engineering or scieutific side cf ',he
training required by architecte, h. poiuted out that more at.
tention should be paid to somne of the relations of architecture
to the sister arts of painting and sculpture, sud dwelt on the
necessity for there being more sympathy between the architecta,
the paintere, sud the sculptorq, These prelimiusry observa.
tions led up to the main purpose of iiie paper, which ws the
development of a echeme of education specially suited to thefcircumtancos of Glasgow, but which, with a few slight modifi.catious,would do aq well for auy other locality. Mr.Dyer pointed
out that it is highly ueceesary lu architecture, sein everv, other
profession, that the etudents should first of sîl receive ab liber-
al an education as possible, not only lu gencral subjecte, but
also in those branches of science which are necessary as a
foundation for their scientific training. In the Glsgow sud
West of Scotlsud Techuical College, in conjnction with the
School of Art, complete courses of study, both lu the art sud
science of architecture, have been arranged, sud no doubt
mauy young architecte wiil find these suffi cieut for their wante,
s they cever pretty weil the grouud gone over in the exam-

mnations of the Royal Institute of à-ritlsh Architecte. MIr.
Dyer proposes that a suggestion which ws made by Profeseor
Roger Smith at the couference which ws held under the aus-
pices of the Royal Institute of British Architecte about two
years ago, should be carried ont, sud what he calle au architec-
tural studio or drawing office b. iustituted in conueetion with
the coilege,in which students would get a very good introduction
te, the practice cf their profession, The work done would
consiet of lectures on the different departments of architecture,
sud designe iu illustration of these, supplemented by such
practical work as le to be picked up by architectaral students
regard.ing specifications, ostimates, quantities, &c, The stu-
dents are supposed to enter ou this course of stu.Iy, which
exteuds over tht.. years, when they are 16 yeare of &ge ; sud
Mr. Dyer suggests that those who complet. the course, sud re-
ceive the diploma of the college, should ouly be required to
a three inetead of a five years' apprenticeahip. On the other
haud, lie suggeste that thcse eveuing clans studente who com-
plete the advauced course of study shonld serve four yeara, the
junior course being the minimum which le compulsory on ail
studente. Sucli arrangements would b. aufficieut to ineet
the wants, ospacities, sud opportunities of the different classes
of etudcnt.s. Mr. Dyer in of opinion that ail proposals in. edu-
cation should have for a crown a University degre., sud
arrangements are now being made for conuecting the Teehni!cal
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