
8 BIBLE SOC11TY RiECORDER.

a father wlîc loved the Bible froni his youth, and strove aliove ail thinigs te
iake his chiîdrexi love it, and live it toc. Hec lis aiso referrcd te the loss of
othter friends, anid ui.wcial1y eue ivhon ive ail knew, Mr. Reed's mnost lion-
ouired and beloved predecessor. ,It wvould be out of p)lace for nme hiere, inti-
inately as 1 lkîîew Mr. Borgne, te dwell at any grecat leuigtlî on lus character
and his services, but J inay say that his tiruîîness of l)1'nciple, and at the saine
tinie, his large-liearted charity, bis business tact aîîd geiitlenianiy bearing, bis
cordial brothorly relations %vith ail his feilow-labourcrs, bis unostentatious
but profound piety, Iiis genuineness as a man and consistcncy as a Christian,
lus entire devotion to the initerests of this Society, atid the sagacity whliclî

îuakedailbisdoigs, entitied in te tue love and respe L wvhîci were so
checerfully accordcd te hlmii, and whieb, 1 trust, will bo accorded wvitiî equal
cheerfuliess, andi tbrougu as miany years, to the tvo, brethrmu wbo are -r
se iîappily united iii the conduet of this uxwble Society. 1ilmay, perhaps, be
pornîitted to refer to one littie incident iii our brotlmir's last illness. Uc ivas
seized wvith internal lienirrhag, , and for four or five days, in great suirering
and oxhaustîin, ]ay without bing l)ermitted te niove a iimb. As seen as wvas
prudent, 1 %vis pernîitted te sec Iinui, auid in talking ivith Iiiîn I c.-scsrved an
illiuiitnated card on the %vall ivith this meotte, I iil trust " ; and wlien I re-
fcrred te it, hie said, 11During those four wcýary days îny eye rez.tcd on tixat
very spot where tlie card biangs, Vo tInt 1 unceasin,gly renid those words, ' I
wvill trust,' and they, broughlt te une just the strengcth thiat 1 lioeded." These
words frein tIc 3ook which bie loved te diffuse were his gcreat conifort thien-
Il1 will trust." TIc main eaul -%vlicll thc Word of Ged nîakei upen us is te
truist, and it is tIc oiily revelation which gives adequate ground fer trust.
-AlIl tbat it says rcspectin g ourselves shews the prefeunldest knewledge of mani,
luis nature, bis capacities, Ilis weakness, biis %vants. _411 tluat it says respectiiig
God serves to bring before us Onue ivbe is absolutcly perfect fliniseif, and who,
socs and provides jiust Nvhat manlcind mnust have if thcy are te becoine perfect
ton. 1 kinow of ne revelatien wivhcl se iniperatively deniands fromi us trust,
and tIen gi ves us suclu ample grounds for trust. As to othiers-ivell, we untist
conciliate the gods, bexur Nvith thecir caprices, try te become tixeir faveurites,
or strikze ini witlu soine inexorable lawvs whicb ivill cruslb us if we mistake tein,
and will neyer forgv us if we violate thein. in the Bible, God is thc foutu-
tain of blessing. Ou goodness extends net te IHini, but lis goodness is ever
flowing te us. Z>AIl tlue things tInt disturb us and fill us -%ith, anxiety, sin,
shiamle, pollution, tIc desire and yet fear of imnuortality ; these things Hie
lias cngaged te ncet. Ah îlie granidcst nauïues aîmdi relations Roebears-Orea-
toi-, l>reserver, Ruier, Rledeemner, Fat]uer, Friend ; aIl the of tient attributes
He possesses-Wisdom, Power, lbglIteouisness, Heliness, Love ; ail needed
provisions BDe makes-blessings of providence, riclhes of graýce, an unorring
law, precieus promises, an ali-sufficient atonieiment, LIe ie-iigSpirit, tIe
glinîp-ses of heoaveni. Oh, my lord, wve do uuced soinetliingy in -this world te
trust in, soinetluing in which we eaul confide. Without this Bock, where eau
w-e flnd it ? Hoiw can we possibly say, 1 will trust 1 But wheni w"e get
tliis Book into our bands, and wheu we read ît, -%e feel ivitliout besiLation,
" flore we liave wlîat wve wvant, and now ' Y wil rs. leei ohn
ivlici more nuakes us feel that Bock te bc Divine thxan its îiperative cînixun to
trust, and its justifyiuig our largest trust. MUy lord, within tlîe past few
mnxis we bave lest two cf eur inost distinguished writers, one thc first in t'o
demiain cf fictioni, thie other iii the domiaiu c f general literature auid listory.
Both were brouglut up iu Chîristian homes, and luad tacir iinemories stored with
tIc words of Soripture, which ind-eed hiave greatly enriched their thoughits
anid tlueir style. l3othi, uîîhappily, te a considerable extent, drif Led from their
eariy faitl), uid ivitl the Ioss of their personei faith they appeared te, lose
their 1101) for mankind. The first iu lier latest writings, seei te hiave beeul
liaulited by thc drEain of lofty ideals eagerly pursued but never realized, and
îîever te be reaiized. Instead of fulfihinient, mlont painful, somnetimes abinost
ludicrous failuires, illustrationîs ef thc sentimuent, IlVauiity of vanities, alt isJ


