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Belt Telephone Co. of Canada.

. The
in Mon::epolrt Presented at the annual meeting
Scry “? Feb, 25 showed that 8,691 sub-
MNmbey o ¢re added during the year, the total
Tenta) in Sets of instruments now earning
Operateg g 57,172.  The Company owns and
There wer. | €xchanges and 672 agencies.
Ong diS(a:c4'lZl miles of wire added to the
Eorein the 8 System in 1903; of these 1,738
lasle \ an ﬂtarlo‘deparlment, 1,260 in the
c"ng distan,. 1,123 in the Northwestern. The
°"‘Pany ce lmgs owned and operated by the
7,685 m“e:omprlse 30,969 miles of wire on
New Stock °°f poles. The 10,000 shares of
at 257 bre ered to the shareholders in 190z
:apltal ™um were paid up, making the
atock receiy dv°°f{ The premium on this
F“d Wag cae. d\"'mg the year was $151,160,
om the barr‘ed to the contingent account.
:27-71, $24 2"Ce of revenue account, $138,-
a““‘e!'v Cc'c;; 2.68 was carried to insurance
Ce Fesery, unt, $22,978.90 to accident insur-
Bent accn V€ 2ccount, and $50,000 to contin-

l)eci'lrried :‘;’ €aving balance of revenue to
REvg 1904 $40,536.13.
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General Telephone Matters.

The long distance telephone line between
Halifax and Sydney, N.S., was put in opera-
tion March 15.

The Bell Telephone Co. has completed a
line between Quebec and St. Petronille, Isle
of Orleans, Que.

The Sandwich, Ont., town council declined,
Mar. 3, to renew the franchise of the Bell
Telephone Co. in that town.

A proposal is under consideration for the
construction of a local telephone line between
Clarksburg and Thornbury, Ont.

The Bell Telephone Co. has under consider-
ation plans for the extension of its Winnipeg
offices on Thistle st., and installing a larger
switch board.

Gore Bay, Manitoulin island, Ont., residents
are considering a plan for installing a tele-
phone system on the saume plan as that adopt-
ed on St. Joseph’'s Island.

The Halifax, N.S., city council has approv-
ed of the plans of the Nova Scotia Telephone
Co., for further extensions of its system of un-
derground cables in the city.

A bill to extend to counties the powers now
held by towns and cities respecting the estab-
lishment of telephone systems, has been in-
troduced in the Ontario Legislature.

The Brantford, Ont., board of trade pro-
poses to start a subscription for the purpose
of erecting a suitable monument in honor of
A. G. Bell, the inventor of the telephone.

F. J. Leonard, Manager of the Canadian
Telegraph and Telephone Co., claims that by
the adoption of the system his Company is
prepared to instal, provided it gets a fran-
chise, Toronto telephone users would save
$140,000 a year.

J. J. Price, who was the plaintiff in the un-
successful action to have the by-law confirm-
ing an agreement made between the Hamil-
ton, Ont., city council and the Bell Telephone
Co., quashed, proposes to carry the case to
the court of appeal.

The Bell Telephone Co., during the year,
proposes to extend its long distance line from
Morris to Emerson, Man., taking in Letellier,
St. Jean and Dominion City; to enlarge the
Calgary, Alta., exchange, and to provide a
new exchange at Carman, Man.

The Bell Telephone Co. has practically
completed the installation of a central energy
switchboard in Toronto for its ¢ Main " sub-
scribers, and it is expected that the change
to the new system of calling up *“ Central ”
will be made April 3.

The town engineer of Sydney, N.S., in his
report for 1903, stated that during the year
the Eastern Telephone Co. had laid 2,300 ft.
of conduit on George st., from Pitt st. to
Townsend st., the section to Prince st. being
six duct, and from Prince st. to Townsend st.
four duct.

The first of the Bell Telephone Co.’s branch
exchanges in Montreal to be completed will
be that at the east end, and it is expected that
it will be opened early in the summer. It will
be fitted with a central energy switch board.
The exchange on Hospital st. will be the next
one to be completed.

The London, Ont., city council is consider-
ing offers from the Bell Telephone Co. and
the Canadian Telegraph and Telephone Co.,
but the members of the committee, who have
the matter in hand, want to investigate the
plans of other telephone companies before
coming to a decision.

The Brantford, Ont., city council is collect-
ing information from other municipalities in
respect to contracts with the Bell Telephone
Co., in view of the approaching expiration of
the Company’s franchise there. A proposal

for a franchise has been submitted by the
Canadian Telegraph and Telephone Co.

The civic telephone committee of the Ot-
tawa city council has declined to recommend
the council to grant a franchise for 21 years
to the Canadian Telegraph and Telephone
Co. The terms of the offer which was con-
sidered were $36 a year for business places,
and $22 a year for private houses; the Com-
pany agreeing to pay $2,500a year in cash, put
up a guarantee of $5,000, give the city 4o free
instruments, and make no charge at all for
service until it has 1,000 subscribers. The
Bell Telephone Co. submitted an offer to the
committee for a five years' franchise, under
which it would pay $2,500 a year, furnish 20
free instruments for the use of the city, pro-
vide accommodation on its poles for the fire
alarm wires, and provide telephones for busi-
ness places at $45 a year, and $25 a year for
houses. An alternative proposal was also
submitted similar to that recently agreed for in
Hamilton. The council decided to give the
Bell Telephone Co. an exclusive franchise for
five years on certain terms.

The Railway Commissioners weresomewhat
divided in their opinions upon the application
of the town councils of Port Arthur and Fort
William, Ont., for an order to compel the
C.P.R. to allow the municipal telephone sys-
tem of the two towns to be connected with
its stations. The effect of the judgment is
that while an order will be made directing
the connections to be made, it will not become
effective until the question of compensation
has been settled. The C.P.R. has an agree-
ment with the Bell Telephone Co. by which
the latter has an exclusive right to instal tele-
phones in all its stations, and free travel over
the C.P.R. for officials and employes, in
return for which the C.P.R. has free tele-
phone service at all points, and a local ex-
change at Windsor st. station, Montreal.
The original contract was entered into in
1891. It was renewed in 1902 for eight years,
and it was stated to be mutually satisfactory.
So far as the C.P.R. is concerned, there is
no objection to giving the accommodation
asked for, although a second telephone would
be somewhat of a nuisance; the main ques-
tion, however, is the one of compensation.
Counsel for the Bell telephone Co. submitted
a statement showing the financial result for
a year of the operation of the contract as fol-
lows:

Results to the benefit of C.P.R:—
Passes and franks over Bell Co.’s long distance

lines, valuedat .............coo0yeeiniinn.., 18,297.00
Exchange service, 774 instruments free to rail-
way company, valuedat................. .. 22,562.00
$40.859.00
To the benefit of Bell Co.:—
Trips, ansual and periodical passes over
C{’;"R., valued at $22,258.00
Refunds...........ocooiiiiins ciiiiiiinnn s 200.00
$22,458.00

Chief Commissioner Blair, in a lengthy
judgment, held that the agreement was'a
legal and binding one and that failure to
maintain the exclusive feature of the contract
entitled the companies to compensation.
Deputy Chief Commissioner Bernier agreed
that the agreement was binding, but did not
think it should preclude a2 municipal telephone
system from reaching a railway station; and
further, that compensation should be given
not because of the agreement, but by reason
of the fact that no party could take advan-
tage of another without remuneration. Com-
missioner Mills held that the exclusive privi-
lege in the agreement aimed at creating a
monopoly, interfered with public interest, was
against public policy, and debarred either of
the contracting parties from compensation.
The C.P.R., however, was entitled to be giv-
en compensation for the use of its premises
and the expense of operating the telephones
at the stations.



