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murmuring a prayer for strongth, 1 grasped my
stick more firmily and troaded the slippery sur-
face of the ico stili more cauitiously. My chief
care now %vas to keep fromn falling, as 1 feit cer-
tain, that should this mishap occur, tho ico was
not strong enoughi to resist the shiock. As I
proceeded kt was bccorning worse, until at last
1 was coml>ellc(l te turn in another direction;
after a moment's consideration 1 decided to
pursue a course at righit angles witlî the one
1 liad been on, stili exercising the saie caution
as hieretofare. My journey nov was becoîning
an exceedingly painful one; the excitcd state
of niy feelings at first lîad given place to a more
cool and doeterminod atteinpt te preservo, if
possible, my existence, and the sulent prayers
1 had uttered wcre flot withiout thoir effleet.

The water on the surface of the ice lay in
"ponds ;" in sonie places it did not reaohi to my

ankles, but in others it camne up ncarly to the
tops of my boots. Several tinies I w-as on
the point of rotracing miy stops, as the water
would continue te deepen, and thon groiw shal-
Io%' again. The stout boots I wore w-cie flot
sufficiently water proof to prevent tie moisture
frei penctrating, and miy feet had, ia conse-
quonce, beconie quite cold and benuimbed, a
feeling, îndeed most disagrecable and unples-
sant. I dared not stamp thora briskly on mny
feeble support, as the resuit inust have becn
fatal, and hon' to devise means to contribute to
thera thc warmath, s necessary I knew flot; I
iv-s litcrally at my wit's end.

It no%' seemed almost an age since 1 first
realized the dangers of my situation, and hon'
mueli longer the suspense5 andl agouy w-ould
hiave to be endured, I could net fori the slight-
est estimiate. The horrible stillness of the
gloom -as beeoming more and more painful,
and it seîned as if nature itsclf n'as w-atchingr,
breathlessly, my silent and cautious journey to
I could not and dared not thiuk whcre. To
stop a moment wvhcn the ice boncath me wvas
s1owvly but suroly meltiug away seeined felly;
and still to continue a course that, porhaps,
w-as only leading me fartier and faîrther frein
that goal w-hidli centaiued ail that mnade life
dear. I hiad te acknowlcdgo aliiost a delusien.
But this Nvas a risk I hiad te run, and self-pro-
servatien urged nie on.

As tbese fears wvere l)eginning te depress
more than ever nuy spirits, and, as 1 theuglit, tsk-
in- a more tangible fori, a duli, muffloel souind
broke throughi the solemun stillness, csusing mce
te pause, and listen attentively for a repetition.
Again, and at regular intervais, came the souind,
iwhichi I rocognised as the noise miade by an axe
in theclhsnds of a woodsmsn. Nover te human
car wvas souud more welconme or hsailed with
more joy. Tise soft and w-eird notes of thc
Eolian-harp, the grand and measurod tones
of Cathedral music, or the iuspiring strains of
martial iînelody, have their adinirers, and 1 have
listened spell-bound, toechi; but the hiomely
music of that axe rang lu niy car a, still swveetcr
and a nolor poal. But my joy wvas short, for
agaiu in my front appoarcd another open space,

stretching te thc righit and loft. Ilope and des-
pair biad altomnately boon mine, and as I fol-
lowed this opening, the sound broke omiuously
on my car as tic bell did on Guy Fawtkos'. As
1 continued the souind apposrod te become eachi
moment more distinct. WVas I approaching the
opposite shore, and had Providence interveucd
that spaco te more surelv guide îmmy wandcring
stops te a hayon of rost? Yos, thank God, it
ivas se; for non' thero arase te my cxcited fancy,
almest .a babol of souuds. lu nmy jey I forgot
ail else, and, wvitl a, shout, piushed boldly for-
ivard; :îlready, iu theught, I fèlt M1illie's 'arm
kiss upen amy lips, snd hourd young voices lisp-
ing papa's roturu. The- caution that a short
tine befere imarkod niy conduet, I ferseok, and
looked forwvard hopefmmlly te a speedy termina-
tien of mny perilous journey. Joy cased the
tears te roll as freely dlonn amy cheks non'- as
despair did a short timne boforo; aud I hurried
on, almost bliudhy, until ore 1 n'as awaro, mny
foot sank beneath; me, and I n'as immorsod in
the water, and hiad it net boon for the short polo
1 carried, must have sunk. For a tixue 1 strug-
gled te regain my footlîold on the ice, but it
prevedl retton, and hioke undor amy w-ight.
Concluding at last amy efforts ta bo vain, I
looked lu the direction of the sound that liad
filled me withi hope, sud whichi I lhm,,.d follewed
as stoadfastly as the belated w-andorcr womld
the Wil-o-Wisp. The fog, te amy groat jey,
-was rolling sIowly away, sud objects w-cie ho-
coming, oachi moment, more distinct on the
shore. WVistfully 1 w-atched froin ay n'atery
bcd, the sumoke curi gracefully aboe the poace-
fui farm-houses, and prayed oaînesthy for
strength as I romnenmbored im owm quiet home
beyend those buis. But anotier inua(dniimg
ides took possession of nie; perliaps I would
net ho observodl frei tuie bank, or if seon,
mnight perisli wvith celd before I could ho mes-
oued; and thon, withi oimly tue euergy of s
dron'ning mn, I made anether attempt to
crawl upon tue ice, but failod, and sank back,
nearly exhausted. Raising mysoîf and bringing
tic, polo as fair as w-as necossary undor iny
chest, se as te sustain the weighit of îny body,
I ceaseml aIl strugglcs, sud bogan shouting, as
loudly as possible, but failodl ut first te atirasot
attentiion. At last a figure came down the
bank, sud thon anether, aud another. 1 soon
feît confident that efforts w-ere being mamde for niy
rescue, as two persens appearead on the ico,
sud advanced slowly, oh! se very slowvly, it
seemomi, teward nie. My strcngth w-as fiast mui-
ing, umy bauds n'ere alînest uscless frein cold,
andI I foît nmy hold on the pole gradually relax-
iug; darkucess appeared stealing over ail ob-
.lects areuud mie; I thought I heard voicos
n'hisporingwnords of encouragement; somcthing
"rs.spcd iny Iair, sud I remnmnbered nothing
more. Wlmen I again bocamie ceuscious, I w-as
lying on a concis ini a strangoa rocin, a clscerful.
tire blazing near, aumd iii front of it sut, vrith
arnms foldod, aud legs sprcad eut te tîmeir utimmost
extension, amy poctical frieumi Snifis, doter-
mmced, apparently, te absorb w-thin himself,


