
DOING ITS BEST.

Iam but a tiuy cricket,
Living in a summer thlcket,

There 1 take my rest.
Many songe are gayer, prouder,
Many a voie le8 sweeter, louder,

But I do my beet 1

Iu my song there's no complaiuing,
Even when the sky le raiuing;

Bîrde fiy east and west,
Bilent lde lu leaf y covert;
But I chlrp tili ail le over,

Doing stîli my beet!1

Wheu the leaves are round us flylng,
When the bîrds and bees are hlelng

Oni their autumu quet,
'You wIll fI d me ln the stubblc,
Thougli the cloude look funil of troubiE

Bluglng stili my besti1

VIR ln ern ont4r and snber.

Here I linger tili Octot
Sunehîne warms my br

Whiie the wlntry days3
Sweet and quiet le mY 8s

For I'vc donc my beet1

"PIN-MONE)
Id ere le your pin-moue;

'UlIcie Hugh, as -lie landed
bright-silver dollar.

Id Wank you, uncle; I wai
frSome spare change," ano

flirîy bcamed as she tocl
Ilouey.

"dUncle Hugli, when youà
to SPend Juet as I please, il

W9'ayk eall it 1'pîn-moucy' ?'

Weil, my dear, I'will tel
0f the term '1piu-mouiey.' P
due1ed Into Eugland by Ca
wlif uf Henry VIII. They '

ever, thc well-kuown emnali-1

m4ente, sudh as we use, but
901d, siivcr,lvory,and brase,
Weighing as much as six or

8UCI pins as tiiose were wo
anld useti on different parté

1119 to fasten folde or drap(
quie ornamental. Thus,
f iret Pins were much more i
than gentlemen. The Spanim
ers Were permittcd to sei
4 uriug the Christmas holida '
way gentlemen began toM
of their respective famili
Chrleitrnas-tîme with whlcl
4t f irst they werc very cxp
as rUuCi- as we now have
YValuable plece of jeweiry.
Piua lad become common a:
tie3lef continued thc pracl
tîcîlr wives, daughters, and
tO buy pins; lu that way

liuIey' originated, and ti
tO 8-an sÀowance made toi

iau 5111articles shc mayi

1 am~ glad you toid in
t iflle," said Maud; '-and I
EluPel. Harper's

NEW YEARS DAY Il

Rave any o! my littie rei
New Year'es Day lu SouthE
think not It would ami
about native peuple, wlc
QalaaM Sand wlel ns a lapp

After breakfast we al a
vý'erauda, and greeted th,
WrIters, off ice men, peonfe

Wlio Came with their offert
Tle elle! men wered

'Wlite coats. white tarba
tl)the. Their red or yellc'
1«ft Olitside.. Their servi
011 large brase trays,i
lunches of plantains, orang
Pulxeîoes, cutard applesa
llree o1 rajahs made o! col<

TIhen they put arouud
lal4dà O! yellow crysautlieu
o2ea uade o! pale piuk olE

were gîven ibouquets of
er',, Witli a yellurw hue lu
are wtî git paper. Son
,queti Wre Ruade o! rows

cloves, with a tinsel bird on the top. These
had a most fragrant scent.

- How we ueed to laugh at each other.
Ofteu I had as many as four or five large
garlands around my ueck. Then, wheu I
felt too crowded, I offered my arm, and
on that they hung the garlande. We dld
look dressed up. Very pretty parrots
made of narrow green leaves, for feathers,
they brouglit, wonderfully made, and look-
iug quite naturai. Our littie girl used
to look through the plilars o! the veranda
and cail out, "lMore men coming, mother,
with garlands and cakes."

This ceremony used to take us ail the
morxing, as the men ueed to make us lit.
tie speeches about happiness and health
lu the comlug year, and we had to thank
them.

Often we receivcd ten or twelve cakes
and hundrede of plantains. You will won-
der what we did with such loade of fruits,

l.cakes and swets.-Mrs. F. F. Smith, ln
e.Our Little Ones.

CHILD LIFE IN SIAM.

ber hnth ims ongflsgtu
,raInl the moruing tlcy do not go to the wash-

Seast.stand to wash their faces, for thc simple
you number, reason that Siamese bouses eau boaet of
lumber, no sudh article o! furniture. So our Ilttie
1I Siamese friend est mus down to-the foot
S. S. Times.- o! the iadder-fpr the house le built on

- poste-to a large jar o! water with a
Y." cocoanut eheli dipper. There sic washes

Y, Maud," said lier face by throwiug the watcr over 1er
i is niece e'a lauds and rubbing them over 1er face.

She needis no towei, for tIc water le left
Io just wiehlug to dry. She doe not brush ber tceth, for
id Maud's eyee they are etalned black by cîewing the
k the offered betel nut. fier hair ducs nut requIre

combiug, cîther, for it le ail shaved except
give me moueY a littie tuft on the top of the licad, and
'hy do you ai- that le tied ln a lîttie kuot, and flot often

Maud ase<d. cu«ubed.
you thc origin After breakfast le over, the .children go
'lus werc lutro- off and find some pleasant place lu wlldh
itlarlne, f irs(t to play. The girls play at kccpiug hbuse,
were not, h0w- and make dsee of cday dried lu the sun.
-pointed luetru- Little Images o! dlay wasbed wltb lime
were made o! are their only doues.
many o! tlem The boys o! Siam are vcry fond of

r cigît ounices. pItching coins, and epend muel o! their
oru lu the haîr tume lu thîs game. They play leap frog,
ej o! the cloth- and very often lump tIe rope. Now that

ery, and were s0 many foreignere come to this country,
you sec, the tley lave learued to play marbe, too.
useful to ladies Iu thc montl o! Marcl,though i suaily
ýsh manufactur- dry and hot, wluds are blowiug. At thls

their pins onlY tîme, the Siamese, young and old, are
iys, and ln that inucli eugaged lu piaying games wtî
give the ladies kÊtes, whlch aré f itted wlth whistles, and
les money at the air resounde witi thc nuise produced
h to buy pins. by thc toye and the shouts o! the multi-
pensive, costîng tudes o! people eugaged lu the sport.
to pay f or a As the streete lu Siam arc aimost ail
However,after river@ ami canais, the Siamese boys and

Lud clieap, gen- girls early learn t43 row, and paddle their
tîce o! giving littie boats almost as soon as they learn
d sisters moueY to swim, whIch tîey do wheu they are
thc term ' pin- only four or f ive years oid.-Selected.
le now appiied&
a lady to buy THE SHEPHERD DOG.

need or desire." The Bleplerd dloge o! Scotland arc tam-
ne ail about lt, uns for their eagacity. It le sald that une
thank you very o! them wlll duonmore tIen ten men could
a Young ]people. do lu drIvlng a large f luck o! slccp and

keeping them In order.' Indeed,tle slep-

EN INIA. lerds would flnd t a very difficuit thing
N INDIA. to dîsclarge the duties expected from tlcm

aders ever epeuit If tley were not assisted by these useful
cru India? 1 and faitîful animale.,
ise you to lear If thc fiock le passing near a fileld o!
)ail come tu grain, you wiil sce the dog lead thcm care-

py New Year. !ully away from It. fie keepe hie cye ou
sat ln tic, large those who trespass, and ovcrawetlcm by

Le numbers o! lis bark and hie quick movements. The
cotractors,ete., obstinate le punishes witiout doiug any

Ings. serions larm.
ireesed lu long Doe It not eeem as If reason were et
ans and white work lu lis brain ? If le lad not learued
3w slippers tliey to kuow tic grain from tic proper pasture
ate carrled lI, of the flock, h0w could le kuow it was
sugared cakes, flot to be eaten ?
ges, vegetabIesý He seeme to feci ail tIe importance o!
and curions f ig- lie off ice, and to know tic habits o!, thc
ored sugar. , slieep even better than hie master. 1f a

unr neeks gar- jamb le tou weak tu foliow the fiock, lie
munie, or larger wiil cail the attention o! hle maeter tu
leauder flowers. the fact, and themi lead lum to f md it.
f the sanie flow- Watdlfifnad brave lu hie duties,lie neyer
the centre eov- negleets hie work for play. fie dues nut

netîmes the bon- even aliôw slesp to prevent hie takIng a

s and rows o! proper care o! hie charge.

Zeacber anb %cbo[lar6

Feb, xg,
3893- REBUILOINO THE WALL.
GOLIDEN TEXT-We macle our prayer unto God, and set

a watch agalusti them.-Neh. 4; 9.

Nehemigh's isad countenauce beiug not-
iced by the king gave an opportunity of
laying before hlm what lad for four
mouths been matter of continuaI prayer.
The king proved favorable, and Nehemiah
was sent as governur tu Judah. Letters
to varions. persons were gîven hlm, so ais
to aid hie undertaklug. Arrivcd ln Jerusa-
lem, Nehemiah coucealed hie purpose un-
ti he had made a secret personal Inspec-
tion uf the clty walls. Then summfonlng
the leaders o! the Jewe, he laid before them
hlu plans, and encouraged them to build.
The work was begun amid derision trom
the leaders of the heathen aroundJ. The
plan le detailed lu chapA'. Ail classes of
the people jolned lu the work, the inhab-
itants bàeing strcngthened by helpers from
the amali towns of Judah. Divided into
working parties accurding to familles, the
workeré portioncd out the entire *wall
amongst them, every man building over
againet hie own honse. Thus public zeal
and private Interest were nnited. The peo-
ie had a miud to work. Soon the pro-
grese of the building was euch, that the
scorn of the opposera changed to angry
threatening e.nd conspiracy. Vil golden
text lu the fIret verse gives the key to the
entire lesson. Iu the face of opposition the
people persevered, looking to God ln pray-
er and taking every precaution possible.

1. The Opposition. Three sources are
mentloucd. Thougli not so Inteuded, the
discouragemeut of the wurkcrs constitut-
cd a real opposition. The vastues of the
work discouraged them, when compared
witli the email part each could accomplish.
On the long wall the lîttie band,% wcre far
separated froni one another (v. 19), and
now that some wcrc drawu off to act as
watch, they wcre stili f urther weakened.
Then the work was laborlous, s0 toilsome
that, as they said, the strength of the bur-
den bearers was decayed. The hard work
became stili more dIscouraging lu view of
the lack o! resulte. The great heape of
rubbish hardly seemed to grow lese, and
even the removal of this, necessary though
it was to furtlier progrese, did not ls eif
ehew the looked for result of rising walls.
An additlonal cause of discouragement
was the next mcntioned source o! opposi-
tion, that of avowed enen4bes. These on
their part were encouraged ln their hos-
tile conspiracy, by the discouragemient of
.Judah. They openly boasted that they
would suddenly surprise the buildere, and
put them to death, su causing the work
to cease. Open opposition to Christian
work le moat to be f eared when it cau
draw etreugth from dîscouragement with-
lu. Another source of opposition rose from
the Jcwé who dweit among these adver-
sarles. Living among, the cunepirators,
tou readily they caught somewhat o! a
dlsaffected spirit, and. thlnking the rwork
a hopeless one, they repeatedly came to
J;rus3alem, from ail parts, wo urge their
fellow townismen to give up their fruitices
undertaklug, and, avold the threateued
danger, by returulng uuto them (R. V.).
Christian work lia@ etll much to endure
from profeesed friends, whoe itereet le
50 light, and whose apprelension ot dif-
f iculties le so great, that tley simply cry
down the efforts o! others.

II. Divine Reliauce. Iu the face o! this
oppoitIn _Gd -w -te reugeo! Hiepeo

TH M CANADA PRESBYTrERIAN.

cal history la that f Marguerite CrIbsow-
na, who dIed lu 1768 aged 108 years.'
When nincty-four she was marrled to a
ma-n aged 105. Three children eamxe of
this union, but they had.gray haîr, no
teeth, were stooped, yellow and wrinkled,,
decrepit lu movement, and could eat ouly
bread and vegetables.-New York $qu

87
prayer to or- conf idence li God to degen-
erate Into Indolence. The divine silde ha@s
a corresponding human ide.

111. Precautionti Taken. Iteliance on Je-
hovait goe» hand lu and wîth the use of
every meaus that Nehemlah's wisdom could
êuggest. The ueasureis he took were tue
naiurai chanuels througlh which f lowed
the aniswer tu the people's prayer. Uod
by ble8sîng tiiese eflortu justifieu the reli-
ance placed upun iHum. '1hey make prayer
tu Ood and set a watcli that they may
flot be surprised, by any sudden attack.
TJhe weakest spots are fortified 7 Where
the wall wati lowest, and so most exposed,
Neliemiahi stationed lu the open places be-
hind (IR. V.) arined forces, dispoeed of by
xamilîes, who would thus be tue most de-
termuned iu defence, by acting as guards
for their own tiouseholde. '1ne enemies,
finding their plan known, gave up the ln-
teniieu assaulc. d*od had disappointed
their devices, Ail the people were again
able to returu to work on the wall. But
henceiortil they constituted a permanent
guard. Neleiemah's servants, probably a
speciai band attached to lis person, were
(livide(l into rwo companies. While the
one wrought the other acted as guard,
witht spears, shields, bows and habergeoiu
(coat,% of mauil). The rest of 'the workmen,
withi their rulers standing behind to en-
courage and direct, wroughit wuth the on.
hand, and held the weapon with the oth-
er, or, as in rhc case of the buulders, had
it girt at the side ready for elther work
or war. Provision le made for concerted
action in case uf attack. Nehemlah, over-
seeîng and wiatchîng, kept constantly be-
side him the trantpeter. fis blasth was the
signal for ail to, gather wheresoever It
sounded. For f urther protection laborers
from the surroundlng country were In-
structed to lodge ln Jerusalem, by night.
Su untirIng 'wae the vigilance that Ziehe-
miali and hit own immediate band ulept
ln their clothes to be ready at any Instant.

Lessons. God's servants muet expeet
opposition, both f ront without and lthin.
Watchfulness and prayer should uite la
ail Christian work.

Electric search lights are bclug adopt-
ed by customen officers in England la or-
der co oavoiu1 the poissibillty of explosoù
whule rummaging ior goode on board tank
and other vessels carrying petroleum, or
explosives. ltuby-colored lights for the ex-
animation oi imported cases of photo-
graphic negatives in a dark chamber are
aiso to be supplied to obviate the risk of
premature development.-New York World.

The strength of some o! the spiders
which bulld tueir webs in trees and other
places in and around Santa Ana, Cal., la
astonishing, says the St. Louis (.lobe-Dem-
ocra,t. One of them had In captivity la
a tree ln that town not long ago a wjldý
canary. The ends of the wings, tail and
feet of the bird were bound together by
some stlcky substance, to whlch were a«-
tacheui the threads of the spider, which
was slowly but surely drawlng up, the
bird by an Ingenious pulley arrangement.
The bird hung head downward, and was
50 securely bound wlth littie threade that
It could not struggle, and would soon
have been a prey tpo Its great, ugly captor
had flot an onlooker rescued It.

Prof. Lco Lesquereaux determlned b.
f ore hie death that the flora that exlsted
on portions of Our continent years ago was
dIfferent from that now exlstlug, but that
the existing fleoa-patake-ofhe cara


