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coVefient, Dr. Smellie bavinge taken tbe cbair, Dr.
WO£rdrope tben delivered an nddress on "Difficulties in

SC6nnection with the Ministerial Work." Mr. Angus Mac-
SY followed on the saine subject. Others took part in the
-4 CUssion, maintaining tbrougbout the interest awakened
bY the first speakers. Mr. Samnuel Hodskin introduced the

ic & 'The Eldersip : Its Work and Difficulties. " His
2ts wase~~ pointed and suggestive. Mr. William David-
%àfi of Salem, followed in the saine lhe, as did Mr. WilliamrWatson, of Guelpb. These being ruling eiders, their
1ýearks were aIl the more valuable. Iii tbe evening the
CODference rwas upon Temperance, tbe main feature of the
neeting being an address by the Rev. Mr. Black on tbe
*Orking of the Scott Act in the county of Wellington, after
*hich addresses were made by Messrs. McMulien and
D)avidson and Mr. McDonald, Scott Act Inspector. At the
0011Clusion of Mr. Black's address a resolution expressing
thanks to Mr. Black for his address, and satisfaction tbat
thk e nperance Act is productive of sucb 'excellent resuits

* 4Oved by Dr. Torrance, seconded by Dr. Wardrope, was
4ulnimously adopted. On Wednesday morning the Pres-
bYtery sat in Conférence on Sabbath Scbools. Dr. Middle-
r4iS read a paper on "The Shorter Catecbismn in tbe
SibmatbScbool,' after wbicb Rev. R. J. Beattie and Dr.
10Trrance deait witb thel subje.ct assigned tbem, "lOur
DOuty as a Cburcb in Reference to undue Roman Cathoiic
Ilitetference in our Educational Institutions." Resolutions
*ere Proposed and adopted on eacb of the topics discussed.
to be laid at the proper time before the Presbytery for its
ltction. Before closing tbe Conference agreed to express its

* egret tbat se many members bad been absent fremn its pro-
eeedings, and especially that so many of those wbo bad
4en ppointed to introduce subjects were not present to

151 iltbe duty assigned tbem, nor bad sent any reason for
their net doing so.

]PRESBYTERY 0F TORONTO.-An ordinary meeting of
this court was beld on tbe îst inst., Rev. P. Nicol, Mode-
ritior. Agreeably to an application made by tbe Board of
Trustees of Cooke's Cburcb, transmitted by the Session
Of said Cburcb, and supported by Messrs. J. Allison and
P. C. Close, commissioners from the congregation, leave
*as. given to said Board to mortgage tbe cburcb property
for mn amount not to exceed $i5,ooo, with a view to carry
Ou plans submitted by Mr. Gregg, arcbitect, for building
ý SChoolhouse and remodehhing the cburcb, as aiso to put
l a new organ, etc. It appeared that the deputation ap-
pinted te visit the congregations of Norval and Union
Churcb bad found it inexpedient to make the visit. The

Piter, bowever, Rev. J. Alexander, was afforded eppor-
tllnitY to express bimself, wben he stated in substance that
hefavoured a continuance of the union of the two con-
zlg!ations, and asked the Presbytery to hoose bim witbout

a~iy from the charge of the saine. It was then moved
bY Rev. Drt Reid, seconded by Rev. P. Macleod, and
Uflllimoushy agreed to, That in view of tbe fact tbat at hast
'Eeing, and pursuant to citation duhy made, the congre-
?Xtions of Norval and Union Church were beard for their
Ilterests tbrough commissioners appointed by them, tbe
Nes~bytery deem it unnecessary to cite themn to appear
M-Tew ; that, although with very great reluctance, yet, look-1ý1g at the force of the main ground stated by bim, the
,11resbytery accept of Mr. Alexander's resignation, to take

m6C fter tbe 6tb of next month ; and further, tbat a
CMittee be appointed to prepare a minute expressive of
the llfind of tbe court in regard to one who bas so long and
f'ithfully and successfuhiy aboured among the people of
bis Charge. Rev. W. G. Wallace was appointed te, preach

tO the cengregations aforesaid on tbe I3th of next month,
xnd>dechare the charge vacant, as also te act as Moderator
()f the Session during the vacancy, and Revs. Dr. Gregg,
'r.-Rid, J. Frazer and Mr. Gemrneil were appointed as
the cOmmittee te draft a minute as aforesaid, and submit the
iSilie at next meeting. Rev. A. Gilray. as convener of a
coininittee appointed te, visit the congregations of Weston
iSId Woodbridge, reported that said congregations bad re-
8SOived to add $i50 to their pastor's salary, witb thol!ope
of adding $50 more. The Presbytery were gratified witb
tbis report, and instructed the Clerk te write te the congre-

tions te that effect. Answers te, the reasons received fromn
riv.W. Inglis for bis protest and appeai were submitted

Rdread from the committee appointed to prepare the samne.
ifh alswers were adopted ; and Rev. H. M. Parsons and

1D. J. Macdonneîî were appointed to act as the Presbytery's

W G. Wen ati lacinsuport of said answers before tbe Synod.
,prýVýW.G. allcewas appointed to receive returns on

elnperance from Sessions within tbe bounds, and te, pre-
pae report thereanent for next meeting, said report,~teter witb reports on tbe State of Religion and Sabbath

§01,to be taken up at the second diet of said meet-
ý'- h remit on Ecclesiasticai Co-operation was taken

1Paddiscussed at some lengtb.. A motion to consider the
resolutions in the remit seriatim was carried over an amend-
4liet te consider the remit as a who'le. On the first resolu-
'On1 being read, it was moved te approve of the saine. An
%Ienidmetws proposed for a modification thereof. The
raItiOn carried. The second, third, fourth and fiftb resolu-
t'wee ucesieh rjetd.Itwa-atrwrdmoe
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by the General Assembly. On a vote being talcen, the mo.
tien carried over the amendment by a mfajority of one.
The sixtb resohution was then approved of without a vote.
On motion of Rev. G. M. Miligan, seconded by Rev. Dr.
MacLaren, it was agreed te nominate Rev. Dr. Burns, of
Halifax, as Moderator of next General Assembly. Notice
was given by Rev. J. Mutcb of twe motion'rs for next meet-
ing, one muent a change of plan for appeinting ministers as
cemmissioners ; another for a change of plan in appointing
eiders te the General Assembly. Next meeting of Presby-
tery is te be held on the first Tuesday of March at ten
o'clock a.m.; and at tbree o'clock p.m. of that day commis-
sioners will be appointed te next Assembly. Several mat-
ters of ittie possible interest are, on purpose, omitted by the
undersigned in this report ; and indeed in al bis reports bie
labours bard te be brief.-R. MONTEATH, Pres. Clerk.

MONTREAL NOTES.

The annual report of tbe Éoard of Management of Knox
Church (Rev. J. Fieck, paster) is meat encouraging, the
condition and, prospects of the congregation neyer being
brighter or more bopeful. Tbe receipts from envelopes
were $4,576, plate collection, $521 ; special contributions,
$13o, a total of $5,227. The amount alhotted te mission-
ary and benevolent objecta is $1,326. Separate envelopes
are bereafter te be used for cengregational and missionary
purpoes. In March last the congregation decided te pro-
cure a new organ, and liberal aubscriptions were secured.
It is being built by Messrs. S. R. Warren & Son, of Toronto,
and is expected te be ready by May. The varieus organiza-
tiens connected witb the Churcb are well maintained, and
there is a gratifying increase in the attendance at the Sab-
bath services.

For the year 1886 the missionary contributions of the
Juvenihe Missionary Society of Erskine Cburcb amounted
te $700, which was appropriated by the Sabbatb scbool
iast Friday evening te the several Schemes of the Church,
including $îoo for tbe maintenance of a cbiidren's cet in
the Mentreai General Hospital. This sum Of $700 is in
addition te the amount raised by the Cengregatienal Mis-
sionary Society. The Woman's Working Society of this
congregation raised upward of $700 hast year for various re-
ligieus and benevolent objects.

The Rev. R. V. McKibbon, B.A., bas accepted the cal
te West Farnbam, and bis induction: bas been fixed for
Friday evening, the i8tb inst., the Rev. J. Fleck te preside,
Rev. F. M. Dewey te preach, Rev. A. McFarlane te ad-
dress the minister, and Rev. W. R. Cruikshank the peoie.
This is the first settiement in this congregation.

On Sabbath week tbe Rev. James Barclay, of St. Paje
is te preach in St. Stepben's and St. David's Cburchý_
St. Johin, N. B. He is aise te lecture there on two we.
evenings. In bis absence bis puipit here will be supplie
hy the Rev. J. Mackie, of Kingston.

A series of tbree lectures, under the auspices of the Stu-
dents' Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Celiege, is te
te, be delivered in the David Motrice Hall as folows : Feb.
25, "Christian Churches and Missions in the Eat," by
Sir William Dawson ; March 3, " Canterbury Cathedral,"
by Rev. G. H. Wells, illustrated with stereopticon views
by Mr. A. C. Hutchion ; March îe, "The Planting of
the Cburcb in Canada," by Rev. J. Barclay. A 'public
meeting of the seciety was beld on Tbursday evening, Pro-
fesser Scrimger in the chair. Short addresses were given by
Messrs. M. McKenzie and J. McDougall, on Foreign Mis-
sions ; Messrs. McWilliami and Cayer, on French Missions;
Mr. Martin, on City Missions, and Mr. Rochester, on the
Lumbermen's Mission.

The missiouary contributions in Chalmers Churcb are
raised sohely by means of a juvenile missionary society.
These have been on the increase from year te year. For
1 886, however, they are much in excess of any preceding
year, having raised the bandsome sum of $700, whicb is
divided among the seveiral Scbemes of the Church.

As the time for the appointment pf commissioners te the
General Assembhy approaches, the question of ex pense
looms up. The single fare from Montreal to Winnipeg is
$42.7o, and return $6o. It is underatood that the Cana-
dian Pacific Raiiway bave agreed te grant return tickets
from Toronto by rail bath ways for $30, and by rail one
way and steamer the otber $35. The cost of the ticket
dees net by any means represent the expense of the tri p
The sleeping car cest $8 each way, and meals about
eacb way. At this figurc the average outlay of each commis-
sioner from Ontario and Quebec would be in the neighbour-
hood of $60. Would it not be possible to charter a train or a
certain number of sleeping cars ut se mucb per car fer the
trip; these cars te be attacbed te the trains ieaving Toronto
and Mentreal on the Monday preceding the opening of the
Assembiy? Each car boldase many. The cost of the car
could be divided by this number, and commissieners could
secure tbeir places by sending the necessary amount ten
days or a fortnigbt in advance. The total expenses migbt
thus be considermbly lessened, and some special arrange-
ment rnigbt be made with the cempany as te meala. In-
chuding the Maritime Provinces, the outhay of Commission-
ers at this Assembly will probably exceed $i8,ooo.

The monthly meeting of the Preabyterian Woman's Mis-
onary Soiety wms beld hast Fridanr*fternoon,-Adw
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INTERNA 7YONAL LESSONZ

F8à7- 'l ABRAHAM PLEADINO FOR SOOOM. J Gen.r

GOLDEN Tzx'.-Inuwrath remember mercy."-Hab.
iii. 2.

SHORTER CATECHISM.

Question xo.-The Bible states plainly that God created
man. Out of the dust of the ground man's body was formed.
His spiritual nature was God's own workmanship. God
breathed ibto bis nostrils the breatb of life. The woman
wns formed from tbe body of Adarn. Man was created
after God's image; i.e., bis spirit was like to God. In bis
essential nature man is a personal, spiritual being, endowed
witb reason and tbe freedom of will. In bis state of inno-
nence man was like God in that he had the capacity of
knowing ; bis rigbteousness was like God's rigbteousncss,
and he resembled bis Creator in bolinesa. Man beinq the
crowning work of creation, bie was invested with sovereîgnty
over nature. How différent sin bas made man. In bis fai-
len nature bie bas been likened to a temple in ruins. The
second Adami, the Lord from beaven, bas made possible
man's restoration to a bigber state than that from wbicb be
fell.

INTRODUCTORY.

Fifteen years after God bad solemnly ratified His cove-
nant witb Abram, tbree angel visitants, one of them the
Angel of tbe Lord, appeared to bim. T:he Angel of the
Lord, understood to be tbe Son of God intimated to Abra-
bam tbe coming destruction of Sodom and the other cities
of the plain. Tbis ieads to

I. Abraham's Intercessiop. -Abraham does not bere
pray for bimself. Tbrougbout tbis remarkable prayer he in-
tercedes for otbers. The prayer is a strong proof of Abra-
bam's growtb in grace. He is able to rise above ail selfisb-
ness. In bis prayer be doubtless remembered Lot and his
family, and was consciaus of tbe danger to wbicb tbey were
exposed. Tbe beigbt of spiritual attainment to wbicb
Abraham bad reacbed is also seen wben those for whorn ho
intercedes are considered. It was flot only for the righte-
ous, but also for tbe wicked. No good man can ever exuit
over the punisbment of tbe wicked. John Newton, on sec-
ing a murderer led to execution, said : " There goes John
Newton, but for tbe grace of God." Tbere is flot too nliuch
prayer for any clas ; tbere certainiy is not enougb for the
wi;cked. If Abraham could in bis day pray so fervently
fuir the pcpple of Sodom, now that we sec God's mercy i n

. rist, should we not be more earaest in prayer for the con-
--rsion of tbe wicked ? It seemas more natural to us to
el indignant witb those who do wickedly than to plead

witb God for His merty to tbem.
IL. The Prayer.-Abrabamn drew near not in nlace

merely, but in spirit. His strong faith enabled bim to plead
face to face witb God. The prayer sbowed that Abraham
bad a high conception of God s justice. He couid flot rea-
lize that God would invoive the righteous and the wicked
alike in indiscriminate ruin. He is jealous for God's glory.
Wbat troubles bis conscience be brings before God. Even
if there sbouid be fif ty rigbteous, be pleada that for their
sake the place migbt be spared. The overtbrow of the righ.teous witb tbe wicked would, in man'sjudgnient, obliterate
moral distinctions. So be says boldly, but reverently,
" 'that be far from Tbee ta do after this manner. " Having
a profound conviction in tbe divine rigbteousness, be asks

"Shahl not the Jud-ge of ail the earth do rigbt ?" To this,
the opening petition of Abraham's prayer, God answers
graciousiy that if the fifty rigbteous are found, the whole
place will be spared for their sakes. In this answer
we get an insight into the principles of tbe divine govern-
ment. The righteous, wberever tbey live, are the sait of
tbe eartb. FoiL their sakes wicked cities are spared. How
mucb do evil-dSèrs owe to their neighbours w'ho endeavour
to live righteously, soberiy and godly in' this present evil
world. How many owe tbeir preservation to the prayers of
the righteous wbicb avail mucb ? Abraham prays impor.ý
tunately. If tbe fifty cannot be fbund, forty-five may. He
also prays reverently. In the truc sense of 'the words hie
fears God. He tbinks of the infinite distance between the
Eternal God and himself, "which amn but dust and ashes."
Tbe answer cornes tbat if that number be found, the cities
wiil be spared. The gracious answer encourages Abrahamn
to continue bis intercession. Once and againi he uses the
expression, " Oh, let not the Lord be angcy," andihe endsý
witb the plea that peradventure ten shail be found. God's
mercy is shown to be coniînensurate witb man's irnportunity.
It is worth noting that the Revised Version gives the answer
in tbese words :"I wili not destroy it for the tea's sake..".
Tbis remarkable prayer, like many of tbe prayers of God's
people, is answered, but in His own way. The cities were
overwbelmed in swift destruction because tbey bad ne uav-
iing element. What a condition theirs mat have been when
even ten rigbteous persons could not b4:found among their
multitudes h The answer to that prayer of Abraham would
strengtben Abraham's faith in God's righteousness and
mercy, and the striking narrative bas been placed on reord
for our instruction. It also conveys to us an impressive
warningz. A rigbteous God couhd no longer trilerate the


