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suit our own wishesg andI fanicies. Sc-ipture lu fult
anti explicit, andI tiiere is no excuse for foiciîg a zican-
I'g tapon any portion afit h ich t dines not fairly
bear, as we înay reniidly go ta thc part in whiclu the
tesbon wc desire ta tcacli is directly stated. Thie.ohi-
viaus tessons lu the presenit instance are:

i. That wc slîruid frankly conicss aur fatite anc ta
another. Von notice luow promptty l'nul did s0 when
lie discovered bis mnistake wîttî respect ta Mîanias,
the Higli Priest.

2. Tîtat wc shoultl openly avaw aur hope ai the
eternal glorification ai saut and body. Il f the hope
and resuirrectian ai the d,.iad 1 aun calted in q'uestionî.'

3. rîuat wc sliud guard ngainst sectarian biind.
ncss and ttrifé. Thîis cani bc cuiforced front the con-
duct af tliese Plliarisces aàdc Sadclucces.

4. That ve stiautd bc truc tu Christ even whcen tdais
costs us luardship and suffering. l>aui's hieroic ex.
ample beforc the Councit, andI bis vitale carcer cati
be appeaieri ta for tue eniorcenient ai this tesson.

Now, gathering up the resuits ai tItis iour-fotd an-
alysis af the passage, bringing the light shed upon it
ta a focus, it is flot difficutt ta discover its scolie, ta
determine whiat it is ait about, whir-u is the last tbing
,Am propose ta do. It is an accoant ai P>aul before
the Cauncil in Jertisalein. He is the great central
figure in the wboic scene, aroLfid wboin everything
cise moves.

Here let me explain tîtat the foiegoing must flot be
takea as a speciîncn af fuil or camplete teacbing.
Were I tcaching a ciass, instead ai indicating ia out-
line the method ta be foilowcd, 1 should enter into
detaits which are intentionaiiy amittcd, and sbould,
in the case ai the doctrines formulated, proced indu.--
tively, as will be prescntly shown, tarefulty gathcring
from ail parts af Scripture the evidence in support ai
theni. I should %Ic-e e-np!.;, .... d,)c liustratianubath
ia connectian with tue doctrines andI the practical tes-
sons, so as ta make the truth plain, convincing, and
miemarable, which are ttc three great puposes ta be
servcd by itlustrations. But, wluen analysis and the
stateunent ai doctrines and practicat lessons are con-
cerned, 1 wisb it ta bc distinctly understood that pupils
shoutd, as far as possible, be thrown upun their awn
resources, anti that thc teacher sbouid only aid andI
correct thcrnas iound ta be absalutely necessary.

But is titis flot expecting too miuch from pupils?
Certainiy not. lit is ta bc rcmeinbcred titat they are
flot littie chitdren, but senioi pupilîs, who have been
promoted ta this distinction through a preparatory
course and by proper tests. But evea wbecn tbis is
flot the case, when I ain obiiged ta deal with the sort
ai onglomerate usuaity calt.:d hce Bible Ctass, 1 have
fia fcar ai faiture on tlîeir part la carrying out tbis
naetbad, because I have testcd it by practical experi-
Ments. 1 have takcu average childrea fromn thirteen
ta filteen years aid, who werc in fia way spet ially pre-
paredl, andI have had theni rend a lesson for the first
timte andI at once praceed ta naine the persans, the
actions, the doctrines, and the special tessons to which
it referred with surprising accuracy and success; andI
the courage, independence of thouglit andI enthusiasm
developed in the proccss w.s pe.rfectly delightful.
The iact is that the nmore wc expcct from pupils antI
the more wr gel fromn dtit the better. Oneoaubenmost
deadenting and fatal errors into whiclu teachers fali is
ta deprive pupils ai the fuilest exercise ai their owu
miental powers They ,fîeîîtaik their classes tadeath
iastead cf stimulating andI guiding their mental ac-
tivity, and causing thema as much as possible ta rcly
upon their own resources. Wbat is neceded is flot ta
do everything for thc pupl, but ta show lmn the riglit
method ai daing things for himif, tbat hce may cubri-
vate bis'faculties. thereby andI lcarn ta rejo ice in the
exercise of bis own powex-s. It is nat enough for the
pupil ta Eit andI listen and look wisc andI bc pleascd.
He must exert himself if hie is ta grow mer.tally andI
spiritually. A person whaisnfot aswimmer may view
with pleasure andI a.nazemp.nt the grace and case ai
the mavements ai an expert in the art, like the laite
uniortunate Captaun WVebb, but hie %ill neyer Ieazn ta
bwim by looking on and being plcased andI anied,
neither can lie do sa by Iissening ta long lectures about
the art, or committing ta memary ieanned ruiles about
it. Hc muist plunge Iflto the water and by bis omi
effiorts learnta swim. He wili, ai course, flouander
about at first and sin. N4ot bccause the water is ins-
capable ai supporting him, or because- bc does flot
sufflcienîly exerthiusebi. On the contrary, hie struîggles
bard, and, panating for brtath, makes desperate efforts,
but bc bas flot Icarnecd the art, the xighî nsethod. Hill

is uinskilled tabour-iencç the faiture. WVhat bue needs
lis flot suiote theory, muore abstract knowledge, mrore ai
the litenature ai the subject, but more personal self-
reliant practice iii gaining the art of swiniming.

And su in Bibte meailing. 1 amn persuaded that the
yaung and aid flaunder about andI fait just because
tluey have flot acquirtil thc truc art ofmaiing. TheY
oflen fotlov fia order, but have a vague wish ta dis-
caver they know flot wbat, antI ln their sort ai un-
înetlîodicai searclb for hidden things, miss what ties
upan the very surface ai the %Vord.

As a reniedy for thîs state of things 1 would tcach
mcthod, -and exercise the members ai the Bible ciass
for several years la anatysis ur.tit they couli perforit
it with case andI accu racy, andI whitc being tiuus drilted
b would deai faitlîiuly witu their hearts and con-
sciences, appiying witb ait the pawer b coauld wield
the practical tessons discovered, andI imparting neces-
sary information ta stîmulate them ta become acquain-
tcd with a wide range ai Bible truth. They would
thus bc preparcd ta pass on ta the second and stiUl
higher course ai study wbich I propose.

This shoutd consist ai Introduction andI Synaptical
Reading ai the books ai the Bible. I use the terni,
Inîtroduction, flot ln the tcchnical sense fansiliar ta
theologians, but with a Far more rcstricted meaning,
excluding very many oi the critical detais whuch thcy
uiake it caver. It wouid be manifest ioity ta attempt
ta crant a Bible clasa, howcver advanced and intelli-
gent, with the contents ai the warks ai Horne, or
Davidson, or Scrivener, or any ofithe great wrîters an
Introduction, andI I know of no singte work whuch
could be used as a tcxt-book for the purpose un view.
A smalt manual, containîng accurate information
brought down ta date, flot burdened with unusecessary
learning, and àr~e Ic ~ar ancn popular style wouid
be a great houri ta teachers andI manyChristian readers
Mcanwhile, in the absence ai sncb a work in entcring
upan the study ai any ai the books ai Uic Sacred
Canon, the teacher shoubd, from such reliabie sources
ai information as are nt his command, make bis ciass
generaity acquainîedl with sncb introductory matters
as the foblowing: The authorship ai tht bock; the
time antI place ai writing; the readers ta wham it was
flrst addressed ; ats character and style.; is special
obiect antI general contents. Ini doing this hie should
careiuiiy avoid ait* displays ai learning, borrowed fromn
dictianaries,' commentaries, andI encyclopaedias, and
shua boring his pupils and perverting their minais with
tIisputed points which tbey are flot yet competent ta
setute. Lect him give tbem direct andI definite informa-
tion and flot vexed and îangled theories andI counjec-
tures. I would even omit irarn this course the discus-
sion ai the genuiaeness, auîhenticity, andI cananicity
ai tht baoks ai Scripture. This may, in the mean-
tume, bc taken for granîcd while the studerut as matIe
conversant with what is thoroughly ascertaiaed and
gencrally acceptcd upon the other points just mcen-
tiancd, antI thus becomes qualified ta enter intelli-
gently upon the Synoptical Reading ai the books. But
what dues this mean, and bow is it ta be pursuedi

Instead ai conflniig aur anabysis, as la the former
course, ta a short passage or lesson ai Scripture, we
now extcnd aur vicw aven a whole book, make a nîucb
more comprehensive analysis andI break the wbole
composition inta uts naturat sections or divisions re-
gardlless ai chapter anud verses. This is maniesîly
a higbcr antI more difficult wark than any tbing yet
undertaken ; antI, when succssiully pexiormed, proves
rnast invigorating ta the heart antI intellect and pro-
motive ai Christian devotion.

'Ihe first thing ta lie donc is ta read the entire book
lat once, or consecutively. Indeed, this may require

, be donc several tinies in order ta catch its spirit
and scopc.and cannot, ai course, bc overtaken ini the
class, but must be left ta the conscientions privat
effort ai ecri student. 1 venture to think that, ini the
case ai many people, the Bible is flot as regularly andI
carnestly read as the newspapersr-a sad .flature ai
aur tirncs--and. tisai the simple readng agaius andI
again of the Sacred Oravles.witls a definite ptlrpose in
view waultI have a most beneficWa effec upois multi-
tudes. Ini beginning tisis couine, and perhaps for a fkw
nsonths, in order ta give detiaitemes ta the readng
andI researches ai pupils, the teacluer. shauld, in a 5ew
yards, indicate beforchand he scope;c the book to
bce studied.

Taire for exanuple thse Gpi.pel by John. The authar
states distinctly is general puwpart, initimates that. iti
greai design:is ta estab] si beyossddoubt the divitaityI

i..ofour Savioar. Imda4aaab.modc.h

ananner in whicli the cloulits of Thiomas on tais point
wcre remioved and lie iait cxclaimed, suldressing'Jesus:
IlMNy Lord and my God," it is added, 1 And'm-any
other signis trjiy did Jesîts in the prescnicc of His
Disciples, whiclî arc not written in this book. But
thesc arc writteè,. that yc iiiglit beicve tlîat Jesus is
the Christ, thc Son of Cod, and that believing ye iniglit
have life through Ili. natie."

(Toi bc cowtin utd.)

AUSSIONA RI' S UPPL Y' IN TUIE NOR TH.
1 _S T.

MRi. Evî rioRi-ln TuE l'kESBYTRraAN Of ïMarCli
18Mlbissioary"I undertakes ta show tliat thcrc is no

very pressing ncd for marc missionarics in thc North-
WVest. He should acquaunt himseli with the facts bc-
fore maicing statements sucb as hie docs in lus tetter.
Van express the conviction of ail wvho know tic actuai
condition of afifiirs aad arc intercsted ini the welfarc
ofour Church, whcn yau say, in the sanie paper: "The
one tbing painfulty clear is, that something muist be
dane and that soon."l

From the iast Annual Report ai the Superintendent
ai Missions, 1 gather (PP. 6,7,8) the following: There
wcre tweaty.four graups af stations reporting, cantain-
ing 1,o37 families. MAissianary" says there arc a
few families left uasupo)lied-' vacant"; thirteen of
these groups promise towards a ministcr's salary an
average ai 5463. on page four of this repart Mr.
Robertson says : I'Neglcctcd settiers sînk. inta spirit-
ual lethargy ver)' quickly. The cvidence ai early ne.
glect is painfully evident in many a local ity. If yaung
men are ta be preventcd fraîn thrawing nc'erbzard
rehiginn, .ils aiut ait that is lield dear, Christian
wark must begin with settiement. . .. The pressing
wark af aur Church is ta gave thcm the Gospel. .. .
If we neglect tbîs wark, and the people lapse, we are
guitty. .* " And yet we are coolly told that this ai.
ternative is preferable ta the employnicnt ai gaod mnen
who have flot had a caltege training.

A ward naw as ta the el.ders eniployed last %inter
wbo, " Mîssianary"I says, IIdid not prove satisfactoryY»
If thîs statement. as correct, il proves anly that the
ministers who, recommended these eiders were flot
quahifled ta select men for such wvork (thougli these
saine ministers pronaunce upon the fitness for the
work. ofthe munîstry of our college-trained yaung men),
or that they were vcry badly deceived in thear mien.
But the iact us that, at lcast, hali ofthese elders proved
sa, satisiactary that the people (intelligent above the
avenage, mark vota) among %vhom they laboured werc
loath ta part with thcm.

But this is.nat the only experience the Church bas
had in the emplay ment af this k'nd ai labour. Mens,
flot college-trained, nor even eiders, have been and
are now being employed by the Church in its mission
work, and wîîh mast gratifying resuits.

WVhat %ill " Missionary I say ai the ordination of
MIr. LawrTetice, rz'w of Stonewall ? I licard Mr. Law-
rence's trial discourses before the I>resby tery, and have
no hesitation in saying that thcy were abo-ee the aver-
age germon.

There are two or three young men ai the class that
I contend should be taken held of by tle Churcli, now
labouring in important filds in this Province, wha are
doing as good work and are as acceptable ta tue
people as ordained men. I wilt go further: are doing
better and arm more acceptable than some college--
trained, reguLarly-ordaincd mcii.

I atm very far irom belittling the advantages ai a
tharough college training, nar do I think that, ordi-
nriaily, >ouuig mcii should enter the ministry with-
out it

But aillnon-college-bred meniare not iltiteratqznorun.
able ta Ildeflneand deiend"I tbeirposition, white many
havc this advantagc-a knowledge ai meni and. busi-
nes. Eurther, us ut not a fact thit soinc <perluaps few)
who have «Igone through"I coltege have vcry meagre
ability or litcrary attairnments, whose highest qualii-
cation is that they have .put ini the, ptescribed tixne,
and who could flot begin ta cape Nith the avrg

lama, éven -an preaching ?
Vour readers aie a%%var that there is at prescrit an

outbreàk ini the North-West which necessitats a re-
soit ta armis. Imagine the Dominion Govcrnment
reiiisin~ ta send any men ta the front who bal flot

spn ve years in some military schocL Ini a -ques-
tion af lue and déeath -thet most available materiai i3
the best Axéè men's bodies and property afi more
%valué th"x i.heir seuls ? If we cannot have the best,
let us hàve the next7best PIESBYTMR

249


