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‘Sores or THR XAVERK.

e Neow York “ Observer” of the 19th inst. says :
# Ray, R. H. Hoskin, of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, has been in this ciry for the last few days,
balng very cordially received %y his ministerial friends
and others, to whom he coites with warta commen.
dations from the Nonh.”

AN American exchange says, “ The business of |

burning churches has faitly begun. We have re.
catded several instances. I'te moral of it all 1s.
Examine the furnaces and flues, and see that the
saxton does his duty and looks after the fires. An
punce of prevention is worth a dozen churches afier
théy are burned.”

IT is not well to measure ourselves with ourselves
ouly. A far-fetched comparison s sometumes whole-
samhe.  Is it quite satisfactory to all concerned that
att old Scotch town should get ahead of our spuk
and span new Canadian viues 1n the matter of hber-
ality at church baziars?  Aa enerpuse of that kind,
conducted in connection with the Free Gaelic Church,

befure Chrstmas, yielded the sum of $7,000.

THERE appears to be a movement i1n the direction
of further union among the Methodtsts. The amalga-
mation of the Wesleyans and New Connexwon
Méthodists, under the name of Canada Methodists,
baving been accomplished and found to work bene-
§elally, it is now proposed that a unton take place
batween them and the Pimuive and Episcopal bodies,
Tie agitation, however, bLeing as yet only in the
aponymous letter stage, it may possibly lead to
nathing.

‘THE daily press of this ciy justly condemns the
conduct of the Chief of Police in refusing to furnish
the information possessed by his department for the
prosecution of keepers of disreputable houses. It s
most disgraceful that such places are permitted to
fisarish here in scores under such auspices, whilst in
other cities of the I'rovince the officials are always on
the alert *o frustrate every attempt at their establish
ment, and to s.amp out the beginiings of the evil as
they would the outbreak of a plague. Cannot the Chiel
of Police, in this matter, be compelled to * move on 2°

A1 the annual meeting of the Ontario Branch of
1h& Dominion All:ance, recently held in this autv,
there was considerable discussion regarding the work-
iog of the Scott Act in the county of Haltor. The
chief difficulty appeared to bs the hosulity of the In-
spector,and the remedy proposed was the appointment
of a Sapendiary Magisirate for the county. A dele-
gation was appointed to wait on the Gavernment for
the purpose of advocating the introduction of tem-
perance text books nto the public scheols, the
piohibition of the sale of hquors to minors, and the
amendment of the Crooks Act by the abolition of
grocesy hiquor licenses.

THE commendable effort to neutralize the tempta-
tiohs of the bar-room by the temparance coffec-house
is snecting, wherever it is tried, with the most encour-
aging success. Of the house opened in Hamilton the
other week, as already noticed in this paper, the popu-
latity is daily and deservedly increasing. In many
respects it is a model of what such estabhshments
should be. The place isvery tidy ; the viands, served
i an unexceptional manner, are of excellent quality

faynished with newspapers, peniodicals, wnting ma-
tials, etc.  Matenals for a quiet game of chess or
dfhughts are provided for those whose leisure permits

gve that the coffee house 1s so largely pattomised by
@ classes for whose benefit it 1s specially designed.
; encouraging kas been the success attendant on
kir first venture, thatthe company are arranging for
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Greenock, Scotland, on the three davs immediately :
|

‘ the speedy opening of four similar e<tablishments n
different parts of the city. Those contemplating a like
enterpriss in Toronto may be assured that in seeking
to promote practical temperance and real comfort,
they will meet with the most hearty appreciation.
‘The sooner 1t is started the better.

AT the ordinary meeting of the Free Church Pres-
bytery of Edinburgh, Scotland, on the 28th ult, Mr.
M. Ewan called atrsntion to a newspapr paragraph
which had appeared with relerence to the statement
by Dr, Walter Smuth, on the occasion of the ordina-
tion of «ffi.e-bearers 1n the Free High Church, that
their adherence to the subordinate standards was in
so far as these agreed with Holy Scuripuure. Mr,
McEwan maintained that such a statemeat 1avolved
this, among other issues, that the ordination of the
office-bearers was® vitiated, and that the Presbytery
would be bound to declare it null and void. DUr,
Smith explained the arcumstances under which the
statement was made, and said that he had no diff-
culty in making it, on the ground that it was merely
an avowal of the doctrine of the Confession ot Fath
irself, that the suprerae authority, in determining all
.atters of dactrine, was the Holy Ghost speaking 1n
the Scripture, After some discussion, 1n the course
of whih the proceeding of Dr, Sauth was generally
condemned, it was agreed, on the mation of Sir
Henry Moncraff, to appoint a4 commattee to conter
with the minister and « fi.e-bearers of the Free High
Church on the su* jsct, the commuttee being instructed
to report the result to the next ordinaiy meeung of
Presbytery.

A DUMFRIES paper records the death, at the age
of ninety-twn, of a venerable matron, Mrs, Ewart, a
resident in Maxwelltown, who, by the sipgular part
she acted in a Non-Intrusion meeting beld in that
burgh during the pre-Disruption controversy, had
arqnired something of the reputation ¢f a modern
Jenny Geddes, The meeting was held in the parish
church in January, 1840, and was addressed by Dr,
Guthrie, Dr. Elder, and Dr. Begg, three divines who
had not then arquired the degrees or their fame;
but confusion was introduced by the proceedings of a
party of Chartists, and the clergyman and a consider.
sble part of the audience having leit, Mr. Andrew
W.rdrop, a noted lacal character of the ume, and a
blacksmith by trade, was voted into the chawr. He
was accending the stair to the precentor’s desk, when
Mrs. Ewart collared him and pulled him to the
bottom, where hc was glad to make a ladgment
a seat in the area, the irate dame accompanying her
act with the emphatic exclamation, ** Come doon, ye
olackg ard; come doon, ye blackguard.” Her
condv t was greatly applauded at the t'me ; and she
yeceived as a tokar of the admiration elirited by ita
presentation of a handsome dre<s and a Bible,

THE following statistics of Presbyvterianismin Eag.
land and Scotland for the past year have been com-
piled from authentic sourczs * Established Church of
Scotland : 16 synods, 14 oresbyteries, 1,550 churches
and preaching stations, 1660 ministers and licenti-
ates; total number of communicants, 3520000;
number of Sabbath schoels, 19523 teachers and
officers, 17 430 ; scholars, 187,418, Rised for Home
and Foreign Missionary purposes, £377 760. Free
Church of Sczotland : 16 Synods, 73 Presbyteries,
1,0c6 congregations, 1,634 ministers, 230,000 com-
murnicants. Foreign Mi:sionary income, £75,000;
raised for all Church purposes, including missions,
£590000. The United Presbyterian Church: 30
Presbyterie3, 549 congregations in S~otland and
Ireland. and §87 munisters, with a Church membership
of 172982, Foreign Missionary income, £32,536
Total Church income, £ 383000 Hhe Presbyteran
Chaurch of England - 10 Presbyteriese 272 congrega
tions, and 7 staions, with 53286 communicants ; 18
Foreign Missionaries, with 5§ Medivat Missionaries,
65 Chinese Evangelists, 36 native Chinese” students.
Sabbath school teachers, 6,825 “scholars, 61,125.
Foreign Missionary incoms, £12)coo. Total for all
Church purposes, £205930. There are also 20

Churches in Logland, formed into 4 Presbyternes, in
connection with the Established Church of Scotland,

THE Scoltish “Free Church Monthly” says.
“Tried by the test of the number of candidates for
the ministry, our Church is in an exceedingly hopeful
condition. About forty regular students have entered
the first year's class in the New Ccllege alone. The
total number in attendance exceeds 120, including
the usual contingent of students from Ireland,
America, Bohemia, Hungary, and other foreign coun-
tries, An excellent spirit prevails in the New College,
The evidences of spiritual fervour are as conspicuous
as the signs of vigorous intellectual Iife, The new
Professor, Dr. Laidlaw, has already gained greatin.
fluence as a teacher, and has taken hotd of the minds
and hearts of his students, Sermons for students
have been delivered since the beg aning of the session
on Sabbath afternoons in the Tron Church. The at-
tendance both of undergraduate and of theological
students has been suffi.iently large to prove that
there was a call for such services. The preachers
have been the professors themselves, and munisters
specially qualified to impress and irfluence young
men —The Free Church College at Glasgow has
begun the new session with twenty-one students of
the first year, twenty seven of the second, twenty-one
of the third, and twelve of the fourth—making 1 all
eighty one regular studeants, besides fifteen others.
Many of those who have entered for the first tme
have taken a distinguished place duning thewr Unmi.
versity course.—At Aberdeen the number of students
in attendance this session is twenty-three, of whom
two are private. There are six regular students of
the first year.”

THE * Methndist” gives the points of what the Rev,
Washington Gladden has written in the “ Century”
for January, concerning the divorce disease which is
afflicung in greater or less measure the whole Chris-
tian world ; * In Catholic countries legal separations,
in Protestant countries legal divarces, are multiply-
ing. Inthe United States the increase in divorces
is very rapid. A diwvorce to each ten marriages is
granted in some New England sections, and in the
Western Reserve of Omio.  The laws of many States
make dworce easy. South Carolina grants no di-
vorces ; New York only for adultery ; the rest for tha
askng. Whatisthecure? The* Mathodist? pointed
out three years ago that the various agitations for
rights have much todo wih the matter. My, Gladden
finds the same cause—the fimily 1s attacked and
threatened with ruin by individualism. The divorce
disease rages most violently where reforms cf society
are most adsocated. In the chase afier the perfect,
we are forgetting that there are duties as weil as
rghts, and that precious values lie 1n the social order
that we are convuls ng with our agitations, What
remedy? Mr. G'aiden would, {1, put a check on
rash marsiages ; publish the banns in the newspapers,
give the law and the clergyman some weeks in which
to ascertain necessary facts ; let there be licenses for
marriage based on sworn statement; stop hasty
marrying, (2) Revive the study of the family as a
human and divine institution, and measure reforms
by their bearings upon the well-being of our family
hfe. (3) Reduce the legal causes for which divorce
may be asked to two or three well-defined ones, and
cumpel the judges to do this business themselves in-
stead of farming it out to attorneys without practice.
(4) Get a umform system of law on this subject. To
the plan of a national divorce law there will be objec-
tions ; the obj:ctions are not vahd, but respect the
fact of thewr exis-ence, fur such alawisvnot necessary.
Let there be concert among the people of the States
to bring about & common law of divorce. Let each
State appont 1wo or three commissioners as members
of a genera! commission to consider the whole subj :ct,
and report 2 common statute 2o be adopied in all the
States. Chustian people can compel the Legislatures
now in session to organize this commission ; two
years from now the new statute might become the
law of all the States.”




