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ed. It would be well for you to make at
least a superficial study of the laws of
composition and the arrangement of light
and shade, until, by intuition rather than
by following rules, your average produc-
tions risc above the level of the mere pho-
togram to tho plane of a picture.

My Fiest Lesson in Photography.

The dealer says that I can have one or
two if I wish, but that lessons would be
hardly of much use to an experienced hand
like myself (fancy describing me like this),
and were chicfly designed to show what
the apparatus would do. I said that I
should like to sce what mine would do.
Without farther parley I was consigned
to the tender mercies of a youth of eigh-
teen, who was described as “the operator,”
and with him I mounted flights of stairs
innumerable until we arrived at “the stu-
dio,” which must have been several hun.
dred feet above the level of the sea.

The camera avhich I have purchased is
reared upon its three legs; the operator
points the lens out of the studio window,
which commands an extensive prospect of
chimney-pots; puts his head under the fo-
cussing cloth, and presently invites me to
do so myself. At first I could sce nothing,
but when my eyes became accustomed to
the gloom I was presently able to distin-
guish a picture on the ground-glass screen.

“1 fancy that the camera must be upside

down,” I remark with some diffidence.
The youth laughs—rather rudely, it
seems to me. I don’t like this boy. Then

he coughs and says:

“The himage as scen in the camera is
hinverted.”

“But why Is it?” I mnoccntly ask.

“It allus is,” says the operator; and this
was the sole explanation which I could get
out of him. “It allus is” Fancying that
a tip would make him more communica-
tive, I hinted that if he would give me as
much information as possible, a certain
half erown might be transferred from my
purse to his. ‘This had the required effect,
and my mentor threw off his reserve and
became quite cloquent, and this is what
he told me about the inverted image:

“We've ’ad quite 2 job over that upside
down picture, I can tell yer. When our
guv'ner took this business over he knowed
nothing abwut photography. but he's a
rare business man all the same—he's got
his ‘cd screwed on and no mistake. Well,
dircctly he seces the picture upside down,
he says, ‘That won't do,’ he sys, ‘vou
must stick the thing up the right way.’
Well, our head operator says, ‘Sir, it can't
be done.’ ‘Can’t be done? he roars. “Who
says s0? Why don’t you screw the ground
glass on upside down?” So we gets a
serewdriver and does as he says. When
he sces that that made no difference, he
gays, ‘Well, turn the lens upside down.’
But we showed him that that mado no dif-
ference cither. . At last he gets in a regu-
lar passion, and says, ‘I will have that pic.
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ture on tho screen the right way up; and
T'll give a £10 noto to the man that finds
out the trick’ Well, we tries all we
knows, and after a few days he calls us to-
gether and asks us who's won t'he £10,
No one spoke; at- last I says, ‘W cll g,
we've tried very ’ard, but it ain’t no go
~-the only thing as wo can suggest is that
if you want to see the thing right way up
you must stand on yer ’ed. ‘What? he
roars out; d’ye think that we can ask la-
dies and gentlemen as comes ’cre for their
lessons to stand on their ’eds, you bloom.
ing juggins? Why, it would ruin the bust
ness” After that he sobered down a bit
and gave the thing up as a bad job. But,
between ourselves, sir, I think if any gen.
tleman, like yourself, were to worry the
thing out like—why, there's *apence in it.”
—Photo News.
* »
Correspondence.

Qorrespondence should be addressed to
Box 651, Sarnia.

John Adams—Aristotype paper s a pa-
1er ooated with gelatino-chloride of silver
for the printing out process. It gives
strong prints from flat negatives, and is
very simple to use. '

“Willic Boy.”—If your jictures had
beea more correatly exposed, the datall
would have been better. The one of the
moose is particularly good.

Filmy Prints.—~Wash your prints longer
in the-first water.

Half Tone.—~The moss tone as yon call
it, i3 simply another mame for haif tomne.
A picture without half tone would be very
harsh.

Yellow Negatives.—I would advise that
you usc a clearing bath for the negatives
you now have, and in future it will be bet-
ter to use an acid fixing bath,

Hunter.—The pletures you enclose are
very well executed. 1t is indeed a pleasure
for me to be in communication with you.

Tens.—There is no such thing as univer
sal focus. You mecan fixed focus. Cer-
tainly; I would do it if I were in your pust
tion.

* » *

The Bausch and Lomb-Zeiss stereo-bine
ocular glasses are strong aspirants for fav-
or. The very large ficld shown, as well
as their super-excellent powers of magni-
fying, make them without a peer in their

line.

Bird Studies with a Camera.

“Bird Studies with a Camera,” by I'rank
M. Chapman, is a book which will be thor-
oughly enjoyed by all students and lovers
of birds. The chapters devated to the out.
fit and methods employed by the camera
hunter, to procure the best results, are
very full and the directions are clearly
stated.

Hia descriptions of the habits of some of
our common birds, and of the largest bird
colonies of Iastern Nowth Amerlea, mie ag
interesting as they are instruotive.

There are over 100 illustrations from pho-
tographs, and the book it a thorough and
practical guide for the camera hunter, as
well ag a delightful one for those who can-
not take their pleasure in the field. Pub-
lished by D. Appleton & Co., New York.
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