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with grent zoal. Columubus hrtd upt been long in Lisbon whén hé married
Donna Felipa, the daughter of Bartolomeo Paléstrello, who had been a dis-
tinguighed sea-captain employéd in exploring the coast of Africa. The adau-
tages which rosulted to hihp from this alliance were peouliarly gres4.; from bis
wifé's mother hé obtained possession of ail thé charte and nianuscripts of hier
deceased husband, together with.all euch information concerning .his voyages
-as she hér8éif could supply. Columbus thus bécame acquainted wvilh the plans
of the Portuguese; gind thé knowledgé, which ho acquired contributed flot a
littie to incroe bis love fa~r a sa 111e. He ma~de occasional voyages to thé
coast of Guinea, .émploying the intervals of bis time in thé construction of
maps and charts. The income hée derived from this source was sinali, yot a

* portion of it was set apart for thé éducationof bis younger brothérs, and thé
support ýf bis agéd fathér.

We lfiust now pass ovér that epace of timé which was occupiéd by Colum-
-.bus in theorizing upon the existence of a western passage to India by sea, for
it muet hé borne in mind that thé continent of wbich wé now live upon (Ameni-
ca) was thén totally unknown. Thé grounds on which hé formed hie théory
mainly résted upon thé lestimony~ of old marinérs ; particularly that of a pilot
ifl thé Service of thé King of Portugal, who told Columbus, that after sailing,
1850 miles t4 'thé west of Cape St. Vincent, hée had takén from thé watér a
pièce of carved wood, which seemed to havé heen fasliioncd by otirer than iron
instruments, and to bave been wafted by thé wind from thé wést. Froni an-
other source ho asccrtined that aftér a course of westerly winds at thé Azorés,
trunke ot huge piné treeé, such as did flot grow upon thé isl4nds3 had been often
drivén thither ; aud that on one occasion thé dead bodies of two men wbose
featurées*wéré of a kind unknown, bad béen cast upon thé Shores of that group.

Columbus having formed bis théory, it became fix'éd in bis mÇ'nd'with Sin-
gular firmuess, and infiuenccd bis entiré character and condnct. Hée neyer
spoké in doubt or hésitation, but with as mucb cértainty as if bis eyes had hé-
held thé proïnised land. No triaVor disappointmont could aftérwards divént
him from the steady pursuit of hie objeet. A deéý religious sentiment mingied

-withbhis méditations ; thé ends of the eartb wére to hé broughlt tdgehr d
ail nations, and tongues, aud languages, uuited under thé bannérs of thé Rée-
deemer. ý

-' We will pase over those sad years of painful suspense, during -which this,
truly gréat man sufféréd negléct, ridicule, and evén insuit, from thosé who
ought to havé. 3trefluously siipportéd him in hiw praiseworthy endé4vours.
Théy triéd ouly to lower him in thé éyés of thé world, and scouted bais ideas as
those emanating, froni a distemperéd brain. .Against ail this ignorance hée
struggled, andi bis iudomi>b1e persévérance. alone at last cast away ail cloude
of doubt, and the 'Sun of success buret forth, to illuminaté with its gladdernng
rayýs not only thé mind of poor Columbus; but ail nations of thé earth, bythé
glorions-resuit of bis wondérful discoveries,,

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

A clergMn, one Sunday, at thé close of bis sermon, gavé notice te thé con-

gregat*on that in thé course of thé weék hé expected toeg 1o on a mission to the
Ethon. Oné o? his parishioners éxciaimed, " W9by, My .tear shr, you bavé né-ver

told us* one wtôrd o? this beforé. *What shall wé do?" "Oh!1 brother," sa the
miniMtér, "I don't éxpéet to go out o? town."


