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18 Unity, Peace and Concord.

flock shearing their chief shepherd of all authority, is the embodiment of an attempt
at all this absurdity. o )

We caunot be at unity among ourselves $0 long as a spirit of anarchy and
insubordination, under whatever guise, finds a place in onr once peaceful midst.

It is a principle of Wuglish justice—nuch more of Christian charity—that overy
man wust be accounted innocent until he is proved guilly. So lung therefore as
no ch of ovil in doctrine, morality or practice has been or can he proved
against our Bishny, surely Christian charity ({emands for his character ow heattfelt
respect, and for “his episcopal authority our anfeigned and fearless submission.
And if when they had much canse for dissatisfaction with their heathen tyrants, St.
Paul detlared that the early christiaus who should resist the mlers set over them
by the providence of God should receivo to themselves danation, surely it cannot
bo o perfectly safe conrse to resist and hold up to suspicion the authority of a
Christian Bishop—our overseer by Divino permission. It cannot, at all events be
a course likely to promote ** the unity of the sririt i the hond of peace.”

Agnin—Unity supposes connsel. [t is when wen tako sweei counsel together
that they can wallk in the honour of God as friends. Suppose a Bishop to be more
than suspected of hevesy—as in the case of Colenso. fshs, even in such a case to -
be condemned unheard—hunted down withont a trial?  And if he is tv ho tried,—
by whoit? Surely by bis peers. Commen justice proseribes’a jury of lxperts,
Men learned in the law may wink ai Lis faults,—a council partly appointed by an
Assembly of all religions nay prove to such a man’s errors os indulgeni, as those .
who appoint them. But Bishops and Clergymen learned in the gospel, meet-
ing in their deliberative capacity, in Convocation snd Syuod, compase the nssambly
appointed in Holy Seripture for the triul of high offences sgninst the truth, therefore
such assomblies ure absolutely necessary—for Gud works by means.  And there is
no peace or unity without truth, < . ‘

Again, suppose congregations chnose to run to extremes in the matter of ritual-
ism. Isany one simple enongh to supposc that mere clamour or the threat of

" persecntion will put them down? How shall the law interfore with them in the
Elnited States where even the Morinons are free, o in England where the Irvingites
have long indulged in an extreme ritual with perfect impunity?  Surely common
sense shows that tho only check upon such estremes is the voice of the Church in
her Synads or deliberative assemblies. For the preservation of unity in externals
therofore, Synods are an ubsolute necessity. - .

To prumote and preserve unity mnong onrselves, anrd proveni the growth of. .
exorescences ou the hody ecclesiastical, a mere uegativs systam of protesting will
not do in these days of free inquiry. Tho unity of the spirit is not prumored hy a
carping jealousy between our differens congregations. I{ we do ot like our
neighbours’ wode of condicting tho scrvices let us show thai wo ean fll our
churehes by faithfully obeyiug all the vubries as wo undorstand them. Tho great
love of young and old {for good ceclesiastical wusie—spirit-stirring chants and
hymus—is well known to all observers. By all weans let us draw men within the
sound of the Gnspel by thus worshipping God in the *heanty of holiness. 'The New
York Episcopalian—an qungoliea}l paper—in a lato editorial ugainst Ritnalism,
says——** we confess there is oced of refondation and improvement in all our”wor-
slnpé)ing assenshlies.”  As to the responses in some churchos, the editor says the

_ gentlemen are mute, whilst the ladies are only heard * in zephyr-like whispers.”
He greatly lougs for the ** dwe-inspiring and impressive volume oF gonnd” which;ight
arise from the worshipping throngs in some New York churches, and therefore .



