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problem of the Polar seas, which so long absorbed the ambition of
brave sailors, until its secrets were at last revealed by Englishmeniu
the nineteenth century, At one time we find him searching for a
North-west passage to Asia; at another, engaged in a wild-goose chase
tor zold ingots under the Avetic cirele.  Contemporary with him we see
agother brave man, who strikingly illustrated the zeal for maritime
enterprise that arose in the days of the Virgin Quecu.  The voyaze
of the heroie Sir Humphrey Gitbert to this continent s to us of’ surpus<-
ing interest; for it was the first which was undertaken with the desizu
of a permanent occupation of Ameriean tevritory.  When Sir
Humphrey Gilbert entered the port of St. Johu's, Newfoundland, he
found no fewer than thirty-six vessels, of various natious, but chiefly
French, which had conze to fish in the rich waters that surronud Privee
Vista. 'The enterprising Englishman crected a pillur 1o which were
affixed the Queen’s arms engraven in lead, and thus formally-teok
possession of the island, whicli has accordingly the honour of'being the
oldest coluny of England. The story of the unfortunate return voyage
of Sir Humphrey 13 well known to all. A violent storm arose. and
the cockle-shell of a vessel in which the brave satlor was sailing weut
down into the depths of the angry sea.
He sat upon the deck,
The Baok was in his hawd;
“Do not tear! Heaven is ns near,”
Ie said, * by water as by land.”

A prominent figure in that Elizabethan age—so tamous for its states-
wien, its pocets, and its heroes, stands Sir Walter Raleigh.  No character
is our history affords a move attractive theme for the pen of the his-
torian or the biographer, thaa this chivadrous, leal-hearted, accom-
plished Englishman.  Those who have read, = Her Mujesty’s Tower.”
that clever production of that able writer, Hepworth Dixon, will
remember how the undannted Englishman wiled away his time in
seientific pursuits, and in writing a *¢ Historie of the World,” when he
had been unjustly immured within the walls of” the English Bastile.
where so many erimes have beea commniitted in those old despotie times.
when kings ruled with unlimited sway, and the constitutional liberties
of the people, as they now exist, had not been won. Raleigh was a
thorough Englishman, always ready to vindicate the honour nud diguity
of his country. He was also imbued with that spirit of adventure that
carried away iuto unknown seas aund countries, so many of the brave
men of those lLeroic times; but he represented the courtly, chivalric
type of adventurer, and exhibited nune of the roughuess, though he
had all the courage of Hawlins and Drake, and other naval worthies
of his age. Hiz name must always be associated with the first coloni-
ation of America, for it was through his energy and enterprize that
the attention of Englishmen was directed to Virginia, which he himseh
s0 named in honor of that Queen, of whom he was ever the most dv-
voted and courtly servant. No man of his day deserved more from
bis country and his king; yet all the reward he received, when he was
a broken-hearted, crippled old man, was the cruel and unjust sentence,,



