ABOUT SOME FIRE MOUNTAINS.

since Central America was further en-
riched with anew volcano. Mr. George
Squier witnessed the occurrence, and

he soon after made to the cone. The
voleano was a lusty infant, but ceased
to breathe before the neighbouring
clergy could follow their custom of
blessing and baptizing it. All the Ni-
caraguan volcanoes were thus Chris-
tianized soon after the Conquest, with
the exception of one fiery heathen who
never sent back the deputation of
monks commissioned to plant thecross
upon his crest. Unregenerate Momo-
tombo still speaks in the old thunder
to the strange idols of stone that stare
up at him from the woods below.
Religious honours were likewise ac-
corded to islets of volcanic origin in
the Mediterranean. Delos and Rhodes
the classic historians and naturalis s

from the waves. To the birth of others,
as Thera, Theraica, Hiera and Thia,
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t' ey were able to aflix known dates.
Their accounts have been verified by

| modern geologists, who trace the erup-
describes in his lively way an ascent |

tive rocks in all these islands. Colla-
teral evidence has been furnished by

. the actual elevation of additional is-
i lands in the same sea, and out of the

substance of the ancient ones, within
the Christian era.

In A.p. 726, Hiera and Thia were
blended by a new eruption into one
island. This, now called Great Kai-
meni, was enlarged in 1573 by the ac-
cession from the same source of a fire-
blackened rock styled Little Kaimeni ;
and in 1707-12, New Kaimeni. two
thousand yards across and two hun-
dred feet high. was added to the group.
In 1866 thispersistentfocuswas again
convulsed. New Kaimeni was en-
larged by a promontory two hundred

. feet long at one point, and a projec-
could report only on the strength of -

tradition as having suddenly sprung

tion of mearly equal dimensions at
another part of the coast. During
this eruption an incandescent rock set

~ fire to a vessel and killed the captain.
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