
The Two=Cent CMMa En vei
Purpie.
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As this envelope bas been denomi-
nated "fraud" and the cry of i "swin-
die" bas been raised in regard to its
amue, a few vords of îexplanation on
the.matter will be of interest ta the
philateliast. It lias also been stateîl
tlit this envelope was printed in error,
that it bas been recalledt by the Post-
office Departnent, and that it has been
speculated in by Postoffice officiais.
Ail such assertions are incorrect.

The envelope was issued for a per-
fectly legitimaete reason; it was placed
on sale in the usual manner at the
postoffices where it could be legiti-
mately soldi, and its sale, while it last-
ead, vas absolutely unrestricted. As a
matter of fact, purple was the only le-
gitinated color in which lie could have
been prinîted for the purposes for
which it was issued.

'To understentid the poâtion clearly,
it is necesary to explain the objects,
past and prosent, of a two-cent envel-
ope in Canada. 'he rate for postage
ont letters, for local delivery in the
place where they are mailed, in the
iaajority of Canaidian towns is one
cent, white the larger cities, where
t>eru is a delîvery by carrier, this local
rate, technically known as "The drop
letter rate," la two cents. ence, a
two-cent envelope was only intended
for use for droi letters, in the larger
Canadian cities, and it was only sup-
plied to postmasters in those places,
uniss specially a îked tor by postmas-
ters In those towns where the envelope
could only he ied by the addition of
an adhesive staimp, as long as a île-
mestic rate for letters beyond the lim-
ita of-the town remainel a. three cents.

Towards the end of December, 1898,
the supply o the old 2-cent green en-
velope was practically exhausted at
the Department at Ottawa, and in or-
der te be prepared for any demand,
from city postimitisters, for more envel-
opes o£ this rate, a sialt supply waa
printed in the then proper color of the
two-cent stanp. thit is, purple. AI-
tbough it haid nut then been given out
to the publie it hadt been decided by
the governient that commencing
Jenuary lst (he postal rate ta ai parts

%'of edsda andl thle United States should
he ï'duced fron three to two cents.
'À *ling to the regulations of the
V'ersal Postal Union, the stamp

r.s i ing f he. domestic rate ai post-
m- n a.t . prmiled in red, and know-

nag that, aczcrding to this arrange-
ment, in at very short timie the two-
cent would have to appear im the latter
eolor, the aut horities decided ta print
hnly the smnall quantity that might be
required for drop latters in purple.

The most o this jinited stock was
sent to the postoffices where the two-
cent rate was in force, with instruc-
tions ta slil tham only after the stock
of. the two-cent green was exhausted.
The sarne rule was inforce in regard
to the one cent envelpe ain g n.

teuppl aof fha latter wa myin r tho
Koatreai, postait ice for a mn!nho w
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and could not be haid until the old one-
cent blue was sold out. It muet be
borne in mind that stamped emvelopes
bn:ve a very limited sale in Canada, as
very few business bouses use them,
and they are mosily sold one at a time
to those persons who write their let-
ters in the postoffice and come ta the
stamp wicket asking for an envelope.
In fact, where stamp envelopes are
employed by anyone else, it is because
some one connected with the business
bouse that uses them is interested in
philately'. Outsiders, that is the ma-
jority of the public, do not now that
such things as stamped envelopes are
in existance.

1 had been trying for a long timeto
obtain at the Montreal postoffice some
of the one-cent green euveloper for my
corre ondents, but I was always met
with the answer "We can-t seli you
any until the blues are cleared out"
One evening, on again inquiring for
one-cent green, the obliging young
lady, who is lin ciarge here, informed
me that only 100 or no af the blues re.
mained and, if I would buy thea out,
1 could have ny long sought one-cent
green on the following morning. She
also told me that she had only about
the sanie quantity of the two-cent
green, and if I would buy them she
would get me the new issue of thetwo-
cent aiso. This was the first I hadl
heard that a new two-cent was con-
templated, so I bought up ail that re-
mained of the od le and 2e envelopes,
and sure enough, the next day obtain-.
ed a supply of the 1-cent and 2-cent
purple. i could have then secured
about 1,000 2e purple, which was the
entire stock sent to the Montreal poat-
auike, but not anticipating the change
of color 1 purchased only what I
thouglht was enoirgh tor ordinary
wants. In the meaptitue the postal
rate for the whole of Canada hat been
reduced fron three to two cents, neces-
sitating a inuch larger supply thian
fornerly, of two-cent envelopes, and
also neesitatinl that they should be
printed in red; these were issued with
in a day or two oi the two-cent purple,
thtus originating ltie report that the
latter had been recalled or withdrawn.
There was absolutely no restriction as
to ils sale, no error and au recall.
That those who were lortunate enough
to purchase then during the fe wdays
they were current should be dubbed
trauds or speculators are unjust. lin
nearly every case they ware bought in
the ordainry course of business with-
out any knowledga that the color was
to bc chaniged to rai. That the envel.
ope will be a rarity I have no doubt,
for 1 am officially infarmed by the de-
partient that no more are to be is-
sued in urple, and I doubt whether
(bey coutld ha legalhy issueil in (liat
calor, seeing that the agreement wit
the Universal Postal Union in now in
force. According to the usuai mode
of computing the value of a stamp in
proportion to the quantity in exist-
ence this envelope should be worth at
least $5 or $06, and those collectors
who purchase themtQ at what I consider
the low price they are now being of-
fered at, that ln, from $1 to $1.50, will

have no reason to regret their invest-
ment in th efuture.

It is unjust ta accuse officials of the
postoffice department, who are cour-
teous and obliging gentlemen, of using
their official knowledge of the interior
workings of the department to specu-
late for their personal gain. They are
sworn ta guerd the secrets of their of-
fice and can give no secret informa-
tion to officiais of other departments
or to the public, except by the viola-
tion of their oath of office, and at the
risk of instant dismissal. It is natural
that at Ottawa, where the stamps are
firat issued, the news of the limaited
extent of this issue should li first
known, consequently it is to be ex-
pectedt that the publie there, be they

Jofficials or others, shoild be able to
first buy upî the stock in th elocal
postoffice, but this is not in any way
illegitimate, and can iurinish r'> reason
for calling *the issue "a gigantic swin-
dile.--Wseklie's Weekly stamip news.

Canada Surcharged.
2e on 3c envelopis, unused, fine. 12e

pæat paid.
Same, tinot surc'harg'd, urused, fini', 11c1

post paid.

- CANA DA.
186p 1-2e black . . .9

le red brown.... ... ... ... ... 10
12 1-2c blue, (scarce)... ... ... 14

1809 I. yellow... ..... .. ... ... ... ... 15
1859 le, Iink... ... ... ... ... ... ... 94
1892 50o blue ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 22
1875 2e and 5e register ... ... ...... 03

8e blue, unusied, fie... ... ... 1 45
1877-96 le envelope wit h 2e jumbi-

le( oi it... ..... ... ... ... ... 03
1895 2c grcen einv. 4e leaf stipiuî

on it... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 03
1898 5e and 8r, 4 leaf, used... ... ... 05

1-2c 4- leaf, unused gui..... (12
NEW>IIRUTNSWI CK.

1, 2, 5, 10, 12 -12 and 17e
unused, comaplete set... ... 50

NEWF.OUNDLAND.
1880 le, 3e ani 5c... ... ... ... ... ... 12
1887 1-2c, le, 2, 3r and 5c... ... ... 01
1890-95 1-2r, 3c ;ii <c;... ... ... ... 10
181?8 le cirnîi, (searce), usesl... 05

3c jubilee, used ... ... ... ... ... 02
NOVA SCOTIA.

5c blue, only... ... ........ ... 15
UNITED STATES.

1890 S, fie, 8z, only... ... ... ... ... 04
1890 6t' Iir,%own .. ..... ... ... ... ... 02

IVait 98, 2 var. for...... ... .. 0
3 varietes spvi'ii <eliver y,

cat. 25e... ... ... ... ... ... ... 11)
1895 3<.r, c,51, G, 8r and 15e for 05
1898 5c blu a .... ... ..... ..... ... 02
Special paket af lt asof n lt 1 U.

S. Coluumibus and 95 val. OUi mia,
4 maile lcafis and figure Xisna
.well nwortei for ............... 20
We have 1. N. A. poàtage 7 percent.

potage extra on ordter% under.'4e or
otherwis, stated.

Thi-i is a trial a.i. inI tI., Stainp~li-
porter. All stamnps are in the hast of
condition.

ROYAL STAMP CO,
BoE 433, St. Catiarincs, Ont.
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