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The Two=Cent Canada Eavelope
Purple.

BY F. W, WURTELE.

As this cnvelops has been denomi-
nated “fraud” and the cry of n “swin-
dlo" bas been raised in regard to its
iscue, a few words of explanation on
tha.matter will be of interest to the
philatelist. L has also been stated
that this envelope was printed in error,
that it has been recalled by the Post-
office Department, and that it has heen
speculated in by Postolfice officials.
All such assertions are incorrect.

The envelope was issued for a per-
fectly legitimete reason; it was placed
on suls in the usual manmer at the
postolfices where it could be legiti-
mately sold, and its sale, while it last-
eod, was absolulely unrestricted. As a
matter of fact, purple was the only le-
gitimated color in which he could have
been printed for the purposes for
which it was issued.

‘'o understend the position clearly,
it is necessary to explain the objects,
past and present, of a two-cent envel-
ops in Canada. The rate for postage
on letters, ror local delivery in  the
place where they are mailed, in the
majority of  Canadian towns is one
“cent, while the larger cities, where
theru is w delivery by carrier, this local
vate, technically known as “I'he drop
letter rate,” is (wo cents. Hence, a
two-cent envelope was only intendeéd
for use for drop letters, in the larger
Canadian cities, and it was only sup-
plied to posumasters in those places,
unlass specially asked tor by postmas-
ters In thosc towns where Lhe envelope
could only be uSed by the addition of
an adhesive stamp, as long as a do-
mestic rate for letters beyond the lim-
its ol~-the town remained at three cents.

Towards the end of December, 1898,
the supply or the old 2-ceat green en-
velope was practically exhausted at
the Department at Ottawa, and in or-
der to be prepared for any demand,
irom city postmasters, for more envel-
opes of this rate, a small supply was
printed in the then proper color of the
two-cent stamp. that is, purple. Al-
though it had not then been given out
to the public it had been decided by
the government that commencing
January st the postal rate to all parts

! 'of Caddda and the United Stutes should
: be 'gei,in':cd from three to two cents.
"Ar}d_fding‘ to the regulations of the

iversal DPostal Union, the stamp

i

asive TELT- S niing the domestic rate of post-
20 Ly 3 s . 1 d k
o SETma prinfed in red, and know-

Ry thag wecording to this arrange-
. ment, in u very short time the two-
cent would have Lo appear in the latter
., eolor, thie authorities decided to print
only the small quantity that might be
required for drop letters in purple.
The most of this limiled stock was
sent to the postoifices where the two-
cent rate was in force, with instruc-
tivns to sell thom only after the stock
of the two-cenl green was exhausted,
The same rule was inforce in regard

to the one cent envelope in green. A~
¥:.mupply of tha latter was lying in the

Montreal postoffice for a month or two

and could not be had until the old one-
cent blue was sold out. It must be
borne in mind that stamped emvelopes
fhnve a very limited sale in Canada, as
very few business houses use them,
and they are mostly sold one at a time
to those persons who write their let-
ters in the postoffice and come to the
stamp wicket asking for an eavelope.
In fact, where stamp envelopes are
employed by anyone else, it is because
some one conhected with the business
house that uses them is interested in
philately. Outsiders, that is the ma-
jority of tbe public, do not now that
such things as stamped envelopes are
in existance.

I had been trying for a long timeto
obtain at the Montreal postoffice some
of the nt green envel for my
corr: ndents, but I was always met
with the answer *“We can-t sell you
any until the blues are cleared out”
One evening, on again inquiring for
one-cent greea, the obliging young
lady, who is in charge here, informed
me Lhat only 100 or so of the blues re~
mained and, if I would buy them out,
1 could have ny long sought one-ceni
green on the following morning. She
also told me that she had only about
the suue quantity of the two-cent
green, and if I would buy them she
would get me the new issue of thetwo-
cent also. This was the first 1 had
heard that a new two-cent was con-
templated, so I bought up all that re-
mained of the old ic and 2¢ envelopes,
and sure enough, the next day obtain.
ed a supply ol the l-cent and 2-cent
purple. { could have then secured
about 1,000 2¢ purple, which was the
entire stock sant to the Montreal post-
oiiice, but not anticipating the change
of color 1 purchased only what 1
thought was enough 1lor ordinary
wants. In the meantime the postal
rate for the whole of Canada had been
reduced from three to Lwo cenis, neces-
sitating a much larger supply than
formerty, of {wo-cent envelopes, and
alsu accestitatinl that they should be
printed in red; these were issued with
in a day or itwo o1 the two-cent purple,
thus onginating the report that the
latter had been recalled or withdrawn.
There was absolutely no restriction as
te ils sale, no error and no recall
That those who were fortunate enough
to purchase them during the fe wdays
they wore current should be  dubbed
frauds or speculators are unjust. In
acarly every case they were bought in
the ordinary course of business with-
out any knowledge that the color was
to be changed to red. That the envel
ope will be a rarity I have no doubt,
for 1 am officially informed by the de-
partment that no more are to be is-
sued in purple, and I doubt whether
they could be legally issued in that
color, seeing Lhat the agreement with
the Universal Postal Union in now in
force. According to the usual mode
of computing the value of a stamp in
proporiion to the quantity in exist-
chce this envelope should bo worth at
least $5 or $6, and those collectors
who purchass th.m at what I consider

‘the low price they are now being of-

fered at, that is, from $1 to $1.50, will

have no reason to regret their investe
ment in th efuture.

It is unjust to accuse officials of the
postoffice department, who are cour-
teous and obliging gentlemen, of using
their official knowledge of the interior
workings of the department to specu-
lato for their personal gain. They are
sworn to guerd the secrets of their of-
fice and can give no sccret informa-
tion to officinla of other departments
or to the public, except by the viola-
tion of their oath of office, and at the
risk of instant dismissal. It is natural
that at Ottawa, where the stamps are
first issued, the news of the limited
oxtent of this issue should be first
known, consequently it is to be ex-
pected that the public there, be they
officials or others, should bo able to
first buy up the stock in th elocal
postoffice, but this is not in any way
illegitimate, and can {urnish no reason
for calling ‘the issue “a gigantic swin-
dle.—Weeklic’s Weekly stuunp news.

Canada Surcharged.

2¢ on 3c envelopes, unused, fine. 12¢
post paid.

Samo, not surcharged, unused, fine, 16¢
post paid.

¢ & B ¢ =
- CANADA.
1868 1-2¢ black.. o vn w5 0D
le red brown.. . v v oo w10
12 1-2¢ blue, (scarce)... 14
1869 1c yellow.. v e ver wee s 15
1859 Ic pinka. o we v oo 04
1892 6l blue.. .. .. .. 22
1876 2¢ and 5S¢ register.. .. ... 03
8c blue, unused, fine.. ... .. 1 45
1877-96 1c envelope with 2¢ jubi-
Teo on ila. e v vt vt ver oo 03
1895 2c green env. 4e leaf stamp
on itu. i e e v e e e 03
1898 Sc and 8¢ 4 leaf, usedo. .. .. 5
1-2c 4 leaf, unused gum... .. 62
WEWBRUNSWICK.
1, 2, 5, 10, 12 -12 and 17c
unused, complete set... .. 50
NEWFOUNDLAND.
1880 le, dc and 5e.. v e e e 12
1887 1-c, lc, 25, 3¢ and 5w e v 0L
1890-95 1-2¢, 3¢ and Gtue we e oo 10
1888 1c carin‘ne, (scarce), used.. 0d
3¢ jubilee, useda. v ol e o 02
NOVA SCOTIA. -
Se blue, oalya. v v wee vee oo 15
UNITED STATES.
1800 3e, e, 82, Only.. e ve v o 04
1890 6o hHrowna. we v e v e e 02
Wan 98, 2 var. for.. ... .. .. i
3 wvarietios spocinl delivery,
ety 260ue wi cee e oo ve o 1)
1895 3¢, 4e, 57, G2, Rz and 15¢ for 65
1898 ¢ blus Tofi. v ce e e ve e 2
Special packoet of 100 associel U
8. Columbus and 95 val. Omoha,
4 maple leafs and figure Xmas
awoll ascor{ed for.. v we e v 2”20

We have B. N. A, postage 7 percent.
postage extra on orders under §fc or
otherwise stated, o

Thistis a trial ad in (ha Stamp Ro-
porier.  All stamps are in the best of
condition.

ROYAL STAMP CO,,

Box 433, St. Catharines, Ont.
“Manager—Jos.F. Irwin, Momber D.P.A, 36,



