Beautiful Things.

Beavrrery, faces are those that wear—
1t matters little if dark or fair—
Whole-souled honesty priuted there,

Beautiful eyes are those that show
Like crystal panes where heart-fires glow,
Beautiful thoughts that burn below.

Beautiful lips are those whose words
Leap from the heart like songs of birds,
Yot whose utterance prudence girds.

Beautiful hands are those that do
Work that is earnest, brave, and true,
Moment by moment the long day through.

Beautiful feet are those that tgo
On kindiy mimatries to and fro—
Dowu lowliest ways, if God wills it so.

Beautiful shoulders are thoss that bear
Ceaseleas burdens of homely care,
With patient grace and daily prayer.

Beautiful lives are those that bleu.—
Silent rivers of happiness,
Whose fountains but the few may guess.

Beautiful twilight, at set of sun,
Beautiful goal, with race well won,
Beautiful rest, with work weli done,

.

Beautiful graves, where grasses creep,

Where brg‘n leaves fall, where dl‘iljt)l lie deep

Over worn out hands—O beautiful sleep !
~-Ellen P. Allerton.
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The Sacrifice of Isasc,

Artr Hagar and Ishmael were gone
a way, God called to Abraham, and said,
«Take now thy son, thine only son
Issac, and offer him for s burnt-offer-
ing, upon a mountain which I will show
thee.” Did God wish to make Abraham
unbappy, and to kill his son? No,
God only wished to try Abraham’s
faith; to see if Abraham would be
obedient, and if he loved God more
than his dear child, Abraham obeyed
directly ; for he knew God's command
must be right, and he believed that God
had power even to raise Isaac to life
again after he was dead. All God
does is good and right. When He
sends us pain, or or sorrow,
He does ix wisely, for good, not for evil ;
we cannot know why, but God knows;
let us ask Him to make us obedient to
His will, as Abraham was.

Abraham rose in the morning, and
saddled his ass, and took two servants
with him, and Isasc, and wood for the
burnt-offering, and went to the place
God showed him. As they walked
along, and Abraham thought what he
was to do to his dear son, his
obedient child, he must have felt sead ;
but Abraham loved God more than he
loved Isaac, and God gave bim st
willing to obey His command.
three days, saw, afar off, the
mountain where was to be offered.
Then Abraham said to his servants,
“Stay here with the ass, and I and the

lad will go yonder and worship, and
come [ * 8¢ the servants

stayed, and Abraham and his son went
towards the mountain,

walked along, Issac mid,
¢ My father, behko!d the fire and the
wood, but where is the lawmb for a
burnt-o 1" For Isanc did not yet
know that he was to be lamb.
Abraham mid, “God will provide a
lamb, my son.” 8o they went on, and
onme to the place of which God had
told Abrabam. And then Abraham
built the altar, and put the wood upon
it, and bound Isasc, laid him upon the
alter, and took the knife to slay his
son, But the angel of the Lord called
unto Abraham out of heaven, and said,
¢ Lay not thine hand upon the lad, for
now I know that thou fearest God, be-
oause thou hast not withheld thy sonm,

thine only son, from Him.” Then
Abraham looked, and saw a ram, caught
in the bush by the horns, and he offered
the ram for a burnt-offering, instead of
Isaac. And the angel called again
unto Abraham, and ssid, “Because thou
hast done this thing, in blessing I will
bless thee, and in multiplying I will
multiply thee; and all nations shall be
blessed in thy seed.”

The Lord Jesus Christ was the seed
of Abraham, who came to save sinners,
tobe s blessing to all people. ¢ God
%0 loved the world that He sent His
only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish, but
have eternal life.” John iii, 17.
Abraham gave his son to God; God

ve His Son for us ; “ the Father sent
the Son to be the Saviour of the world.”
John iv. 14,
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Position of the Temperance Move-
ment.

Nopopy thinks in theee days of
sneering at the work of * teetotallers.”
In England to be always sober has be-
come respectable, The highest digni-
taries of the Established Church have
thrown themselves into the temperance
movement. Already the consumption
of spirituous liquors has so fallen that
the excise revenne has decreased in six
years by £5,000,000, and it bas act-
ually come to pass in England that the
income tax, which was to be abolished,
has to be retained because the spread
of temperance has made this great in-
road upon the nationsal treasury. In
the United States the notable fact is to
be chronicled that whereas the absolute
failure of prohibition has been uncens-
ingly proolaimed ever since the Maine
Law went into effect, the original
authors of that law have lived to see
the prohibition principle sccepted by
the people of several other States. Not
leas significant is the fact that in Maiue
neither politioal party durst propose
any relaxation of the existing restric-
tiona.
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A Happy Old Age.
From. Dr. Ryerson's * Story ¢ iy Life."
Ix his at Long Point, on his
soventy-fifth birthdsy, Dr. Ryerson

wrote the following paper. It will be
read with profoundest interest, as one

800d | of the noblest of those Christian expe-

riences which are the rich heritage of
the Church.

Loxa Poixy Iszaxp CorraAGE,
March 24, 1878.

#] am this day ssventy-five years of

m&nd this day fifty-three years ago,

resisting many solicitations to

entor the ministry, and after long and

llf: d a.llh.' {h minhtt; o:“':hto

my life an to the L]
Methodiat Church.

“The predominant feeling of my heart
in that of gratitude and humiliation ;
gratitude for God's unbounded meroy,

and compassion, in the bestow-

meuat of almost uninterru health,
snd innumerable domestic,
and social blessihgs for more than fifty

yoars of a public life of great labour
and many rs ; and humiliation
under a deep-felt consciousness of pei-
sons: unfaithfulness, of many defects,
errors, and neglects in public duties.
Many tell me that I have been useful
to the Church and the country; but
my own consciousness tells me that I
have learned little, experienced little,

done little in comparison of what I

FOME AND SCHOOL.
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might and ought to have known and
done. By the grace of God I am
spared ; by His grace 1 am what 1am;
all my trust for salvation is in the
efficacy of Jesus’ atoning blood. 1
know whom I have trusted, and ‘am
persuaded that He is able to keep that
which 1 have committed unto llim
against that day.’ I have no melan-
choly feelings or fuars. The joy of the
Lord is my strength. 1 feel that I am
now on the bright side of seventy-five.
As the evening twilight of my earthly
life advanoes, my spiritual sun shines
with increased splendour. This has
been my experience for the last year.
With an increased sense of my own
sinfulness, unworthiness, and helpless-
yness, I have an increased sense of the
blessedneas of pardon, the indwelling
of the Comforter, and the communion
of saints.

“Here, on bended knees, [ give my-
self, and all I have and am, afresh to
Him whom I have endeavoured to
serve, but very imperfectly, for more
than threescore years. All helpless,
myself, I most humbly and devoutly
pray that Divine strength may be per-
fected in my weakness, and that my
last days on esrth may be my best
days—best days of implicit faith and
unreserved consecration, best days of
simple scriptural ministrations and pub-
lic usefulness, hest days ot change from
glory to glory, and of becoming meet
for the inheritance of the maints in
light, until my Lord shall dismiss me
from the service of warfare and the
weariness of toil to the glories of vic-
tory and the repose of rest.

“E. RYERsox.”

As a Ripe Bheaf,

Rire | yen, fully :;igo-—
As when the full-grained, golden wheat
Doth bow its graceful head to greet
The gleanct’'s swiftly hurrying feet,
And fall into his arms.

Ripe ! yea, fully ripe.

Ripe ! yes, fully ripe—
As when the luscious fruit down low
Its richly freighted wealth doth bow
To fall into the lap below
Outuﬁmd expectantly.
ipe ! yes, fully ripe.

Ripe ! yea, fully ripe—
As when ths flower its gentle head
Doth bow above the parent bed,
And load the air with odours shed
Kre yet it ainks to rest.

Ripe | yea, fully ripe.

Ripe ! yea, fully ri
As gmp:, or fruit, or O(f:\;ed flower
That scents with love an earthly bower ;
Ripe with all goodness for the hour
The Saviour called her hence ;

Ripe ! and garnered up.

The Loneliness of the Queen.

Trr Spectator says : There is some-
thlng very touching and motherlike in
the frankness with which the Queen,
thro‘;gl;cthe Cou;tw(}iro‘uhr, asks her
people tc sympathise in the grief she
foels for the lx:u of a devotegdn:twn-
dant. We wonder how many of her
subjects ever reflect on the pathetic
element in the Queen’s present posi-
tion. There is no one living who could
address her by har Christian name, or,
indeed, on any terms of equality ; while
all her children but one are merried,
goattered, immersed in business and
housebolds of their own. It isa lonely
mk to sit ot:l,r:t the bophot‘ the world,

a8 age draws on the Soverei
who already has reigned so long :.g:t,;
men passing middle age have ocon-

sciously known no other, must feel this

- reason. the peculiar

]
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more and more painfully, with 4 i
ness whiich the movement of the wlg |
does not diminikh.  We are no dey, ||
tees of monarchy, gravely holding sl &i
government to be more educative ay||
more dignified ; but there has mwerl

|

been in history a reign like thay of
Queen Victoria, who, surrounded by
an impenetrable etiquette, breaks it ¢ ‘:l
tell her people that devotion, even in
the humblest of followers, has aroused
in her *‘ real friendship.” Republican.|
ism in England sleeps, and will ﬂlePpi
while the Queen reigns. 1lu there not |j
in that mere truism a sufficient bie.|
graphy 1 'i
—~odipe- i
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The Grain Beside the Railroad Track,

STAND here on the railroad embank. |
ment. Two tracks are before us. Ax]
far as you can see the right-hand track |
has a green fringe of grain-stalks, but
there is none along the other track,

How did it happen! Alongone track ||

go tho cars grain-loaded, and bound for
the East. No such freight is in the
west-bouna cars,

Sowing where we go; sowing whe
ther we intend it or not, and have s
little thought about it a8 & grain-car:
sowing because we must. These are
the lessons taught us, and how it
should sober every one! Every Sun
day at church, every prayer, every
chupter read in the Bible, every good
deed, word, and thought, all that is
seed. That boy idling at the corner,
who pulls a cigar from his mouth only
to drop out an oath, disobeying his
parents and neglecting church—be too,
is sowing, but how terrible the harvest
will be from such seed!| We mow &
we go.

b

Brovities.

Be truthful in word and act.

NEver fear, if you are doing right

CULTIVATE & taste for useful readin

Tux talent of success is nothing mort
than doing what you can do well, and
doing well whatever you do withouts
thought of fame.

BriNg your talents, your wealth, %
Hin altar

And withhold not e'en life at his call;
In the light of eternity’s morning

You will feel that the offering ¥

small.

A MassacHUSETTS jury being called
to pass upon the question whether or
not a. curtain young man was idiotxc,‘
rendered this verdict: ¢ Not a cof
firmed idiot, but smokes cigarettes.”

Brssir, three years old, on seeing $
fine bed of pansies in bloom, cried out!
“See de funny litty faces 'out 207
heads 1"

A YouNG lady remarks that tbe
uipages seed &
watering places are called dog carts, |
that puppies always ride in them. ‘

TrERE have been many definition!
of a gentleman, but the prettiest Md!
most poetic is that given by # lsdy:
“ A gentleman,” says she, “ is & hums?
being combining & woman's tenderno¥
with & man's courage.”

ThHE laziest man is on a wester
%\lper. He spells photograph “4togrs

ere have only three worse ths
he. One lived out in Kunsas, 8"
dated his letters * 11worth ;" snoth
spelled Tennesseo *10s0;" but bt
address which troubled the mail clerk
most was when the sender ¥
Wyandotte ¢ Y&.”
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