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ct!nce. F'or exaniiple, suinletimies the
Iowe'r portion alone wvili liquefy, somnetinies
tic upper portion alone ; somietimes the
lî*ddlc portion liquefies whle the upper
.0nd lower portions remain unchanged
and again the central portion lias been
kinowni to liquefy wliile thc outer crust
next die sidcs of the viai, still romiain firn
and lizard. No more is it the resuit of
heait, thougih this is the explanation inost
frequcnitly advanced. Sonie boldly charge
the officiating chaplain %vith secretly
applying hecat to the vials, while others,
thioughlackniowledging thc disinitcrestcdncess
of tie clergy, yet mintaizi that the lique-
faction is due to the action of tlîe lieat
arising fromn the forest of ligilited tapers
upon the altar and froin the presence of a
vast crowd of people. Thiis theory, how-
ever, is as untenall as the former, silice
the liquefaction lias frequently been de-
].aycd for iîours duriiîg Uie season of
gýlrcatest hieat and when the crowd filled
the eîîtirc Cathiedral, wliile it lias been
kiiowîi to take place almiost instantan-
cously iii presence of but a few persons,
at a fimie whcn thc atniosplicrc was quite
cold. Again, it lias occurred in open air
processionis whcîî the reliquary, raised
ipon a franie above thc lîeads of tie

peCople, %vas borne tlirougli thc streets iii
the monthis of l)ccenîber and January.
.Scientific examinations îrove too tlîat the
change of volume is not governed by the
lans of lient.

Other rtrshave atiributed tie lique-
faction to trickery of some kiîîd or other
on tic part of the ofiiciating cliaplains
a1 merc miater of jugglery, îiothiing more.
'l'lie pricst adroitly renioves one set of
vials and replaces it by anotlier. 'lo the
adlierents of such an opinion, it nîay be
pointed ont that tie reliquary, being, as it
is. i12 inclies iii lengti, 5 inches iii brcadtlî,
and 21 inches n tii',kniess, is îatlier
large to zidîiit of any slhght-of-hiand, per-
foried liundreds of tinies before tic eyes
of an eagerly*waîLcliig nmultitude ; tlîat
frcqucîîtly tlîc cliaplaii- and canonis in
chiarue of thie cereioiies, have been feeble,
aged mni, wlio could by no ximans be con-
sidered to l)055CsS tie iîîîble dexterity of
hîands and firigers tlîat fornis the stock-mi
tracle of the successitil juggler. Clicnistry
hias also been called upon. '17lic dark
mass witliin Uice viaL. it lias becu said, is but

a sk ilfu 1ly preparcd co ni pou nd,easi lycatiscd
to liquiefy it tlîe properi monient. But at tlîc
very start, tlîis tiieory lias mîet witli insur-
rnountable obstacles in tie significant
plienoniena, of tie changea blility of voluie
of tic hiquid, aîîd tlie entire indepcndeîice
of the liquefication to tlîe influence of lîcat.
Iloreover. if this be inerely tic wGrk of
chîenical action, wliy cani not mîodern
cliemists witli ail tue boasted progress and
perfectioni of tlie clierislicd science, with
ail the imans at thicir commnand, reproduce
tlîe î)lenomiena of tlîe liquefaction of tlîe
blood of St. Januarius ? Surely it wvere
liunîiliating to confess-not to say con-
tradictory to admîit-tlîat " tlose ignorant
nîonks of tlie 1)ark Ages " l)ossessed a
knioledge of clienistry surpassing tlîat of
the great scientists of thîis iucli vaunted
C& .r of liglît," and yet tlîe nmodern labora-

tory lias signally failed to reproduce the
Miracle of Naples. 'lruc, remarkable
results have becn obtaiied by clieinists in
tlîcir endeavors to produce tie sanie
plie'ioîiena as thtis mniraculous liquefaction,
tlîc nost astonishing and successful being
tliat of a Gcrîiian cliemiist, Gaspar Neti-
min (1 7-4>. Iii imitation of tlîe cere-
nionies of Naples. Neumann placed before
a select party of iciends. a liuman skutll,
tlîen displayed tlîree vials of crystal or
very clear glass, ii ecdi of wliicli was con-
taincd a îîîatter iii a very smiall. bulk, dry,
black, and so liard as to pruduce a noise
on the sides of tlîe vial when sliaken. 'lie
first vial 'vas îlaccd near tlîe skull, and
ahiiost iiiicdiatelytliedark nmass liquefled,

ncreased iii volume, and filled the vial
wvith a deep-red fluid- 'l'lie second via],
beiîîg sinilarly placed near tlîe skull,
cliangued but sliglhtly, wliile the tlîird re-
mîained entirclv unchaîiged. l'lese
astonishîiîg results were obtained by niieans
of a conîpounid of ethier and suet, or fatty
îîîattcr of somne kiîîd, the conipouid bcng
s0 preparcd as to bc solid at ordinary
temperatures, but could be liquefied by tic
inere uîatural lheat of the liand. Of course
the composition w~as first colored dark-red,
arnd according to to tlîe results desired, a
greater or less qnîantity of ether %vas ciii-
ployed, tlîus insuring at will, an entire, or
partial liquefaction. Neuîîîann's ex peri-
meînt lias piroved to bc the nîost success-
fui attempt to denionstrate thiat the
clinist cati produce, at will, I' tlîe pre-
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