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WOOD'S HALL.

On the southern sie of Cape Cod, bouinded on
the one liand by Buy.zard's Bay, on the otiier by
Vineyard Sound, lies the littie village of Wood's
Hall. Nestling at the foot of a wooded hli, the
grey, weather-beaten houses of the fishier-folk
suggest siniplicity of life and quaintness of
custoni. Notwithstanding the influx of modern
ideas and insidjous advatice of the faehionable
world, the village is still a delightful summner
resott, where the chief occupation is work, and
amusement is incidental.

No better place for a biological station could
have been choseri. Cape Cod forins the bouid-
amy line between aaorthern and southeriu farnis.
Sheltered nooks with a northerly aspect are the
homes of the coarser, hardier plants and animais
of thue New England coast, wvhile the more bril-
liant and delicate soutiiern foris are alnmiost
every where abundant. Freshi water ponds, sait
water iblets, stretches of sandy beachi, piles of
threatening rocks, quiet bays and storniy islands
afford congenial homes for an endless variety of
beautiful fartus. The woods and fields are gay
with a succession of wilcl roses, pink azalcas,
graceful honeysuckle, scarlet hules and spicy
CiccIrsa. Swamps are resplendent witli rose
mallows and orchids. The ponds are covered
with fragrant water lilies. Mlushrooms of curious
hue spring up on every side. Two hundred and
fit y species of a/gae have been foiund ini this
locality and the faiena is equal!y rich. %fany
interesting and beautiful places withiin easy
reach furnish pretexts for nox-scientific pil-
grimages. Stretching towards the south-west
are the Elizabeth Islands, whicu stili retain their
nuelodiaus Iiidian nines, " Uncatena, Nona-
mnesset, Great Naushon, Weepecker, Nashu-
wena, Pasque.nese, Cuttynunk and Penikese."
TChe last is much the most interesting of the
group on accounit of its association with Agassiz.

The island is inow the desolate homne of scream-
ing terns, anmd the laboratory in wvhicli Agazziz
lield his fanions suimmer sehool is in ruins.
Nevertheless, it is easy to picture the mnaster
wvelconuing that eainest band of students who
liad "coine in search of trtithi.' Sclîool anti
mnaster are gone, but tue spirit whieh aniniated,
them lives, and is an inspiration to ail, who are

".... groping here ta find
Wh'at the hieroglyphics mean
of the uuseen in the seen."

Across the sotund from Wood's Hall is
Martha's X'ineyard, and a littie further east is
Nantueket. The local etyînology of the naine is
characteristie. An 01(1 sea captain, so the story
goes, had three daugliters. To Nkartha, he
gave bis beautiful vîneyard ; and to Elizabeth
the group of islands which bears hier naine ; only
onîe islanci reinained, so " Nan tuck it."

Chariing drives and walks, good boating, ex-
cellent bathing, fine roads for bicycling coîmbine
to inake Woodi's H-all a nxost attractive place.
For nîany years the village was the quiet home
of fishermien, wlio lived apart from the world.
Onîe of the first intrusions upon their peace was
the establishment of guano works, of which
traces still reniain in dilapidated warehouses, and
a picturesque stone tower which, to the ronxantic
stranger, suggests Norse adventurers. Another
relie, more interesting to the scientist, is a curi-
ous alga, Bachairichia Quoyi, founid only at
Wood Hall and iii the Ladrones.

The United States Fish Commission estab-
lished a station at Wood's Hall se.veral ytars
ago, and the commission buildings, withi their
beautiful aquaria and interesting hatchery, are
most attractive.

The point, however, around which life and
interest centres, is the Marine Biological I<abora-
tory. Vi'e laboratory was opened i 1888, with
scanty outfit and few resourices, and in the


