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PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT.

TIE COUNCIL'S MESSAGE.
‘Fuespay, Muich 7.

Iu the afternoon the following Messago was
sent down from the Council, and rend by their
Clerk at the bar of the ITouse :—

In Couseit, Tth March, 1837.

His Majosty’s Council, perceive by the Jour-
nals of the Houso of Assambly,which the Coun-
el lmve this day received—that the House
fve passed several Resolutions, conveying
uccusutions against Iis Majosty’s Council, and
among  others, one declaring  some of the
¢ Members of Uis Majeety’s Council have cvin-
ced a disposttion to protect their own interests
and emoluments at the expense of the public”

[is Majesty’s Council admit, that it is got
only the right, but the duty, of the House of
Assembly to propose auy alteration in the In-
sttations of the Country, which they think
would prove beneficial 16 the people ; but they
cannot admit the House of Assembly to have
any right to pronaunce the Members of the
Council to be guilty of scting from corrupt wo-
tives; ang, il they have evinced a dispusition
to protect therr own nterests and emoluments
at the expense of the Public, their matives must
be corrupt.

Tihat decorum which regulates the jnter-
conrse of Society, could not long be preserved
in private life, if, in the transactions of the Le.
gislature, where n wmore ceremonious obser-
vance of 1t ought to prevail, one branch should
be permitted to commit so great a violation of
it upom the other, without expostulation or re-
sistance.,

His Mnjesty’s Council trust that the House
of Assembly will, upon further consideration,
perceive that a Resolution containing such ne-
cusilions ngainst a co-ordinate brauch of the
Legislawre is moousistent with these rules of
decorum,

His Mujesty's Council would deeply deplore
the evils the Country wonld sustam from an
interraption-of the public business 5 they traw
that the House of Assembly would equally de-
preeate such an event; and they therefore
carnestly hope, that the House will feel the
propriety of reseinding this Resolation, ns His
Majesty’s Couneil feel, that of they were to
<ontiiueto hold comnmnication wetlh the house
wiile thut Resolution renwains unrescinded,
they would justly forfeit therr self-respect, as
well as the respect and confidence of the pub-
lic.

I therefore now remuins for the ISuse of
Assembly to prevent any mterrupion of he
public business; and the Council repeat their
earnest hope, that the Huuse of Assembly, by
an act of justice, will enable the Council to
co-operate honorably with the House: of As.
sembly, in cacrywg forth the bustess of the
Sesston, and bringing 1t to a harmonious and
happy issue, winlr all possible Lenefit to the
people.and to the Proviuce.

Lesolved ununimously, ‘That the forezoing
Messuge be sent to the Llouse of Assembly.

The Message was laid on the table to be af-

terwards contiderced,
Weoxsspay, March 8.

The Messnge dihivered at the Bar on the
preceding eventng,in which the Couneil dectir-
«ed their inteation to do- no business with he
Houso, until the obnoxious Resolution wasres-
<cinded, had naturally enough ereated. some
sensation iw the House and throvghout the
Pown ; n thousand rmnours were 1 circula-
Yon, and various conjecures were afloat, as to
the probable resnlt. ~At un-carly hour the {oh-
by was filled to overflowing, and the door
ways leading from the Conmiitee Rooms,
were crowdod with eager histeners—among

THE BHE,

whom were to be seen not a few of she staunch
upholders of the Upper Brauth. prepured of
course for the trivmph o be obtained over the
fricnds and the cause of Reform, How far
their expectatious were realised, the Country
can jadge by the perusal of the following de-
bate.  The Message having been rend :

M- Howe rose and addressed the Charr, e
felt that they had avw arrived ata puint,
which he bad to a certuin extent anticipated,
from the moment he sat down to prepare the
Resolutions,  He had presumed, judging from
what had veeurred 1n times past, that by the
tuie those Resolutions aud the debates upon
them had gone abroud, sume such messuge &5
that which had just beer read would be present-
edatthe Bar. Whether any portion of the Ke-
solutsons, or the sndiguant expression of mem-
bers, nguwust the corruption of the local Go.
verument, would be seized upon as the subject,
he would not of course divine 3 but the position
w which they were now placed did not take
lim atail by surprise. 1o England the nghts
and powers of the different Braanches of the
Government were so beanufally Lalanced—
and the control of the popular Branch was so
supreme over all the others, that the Commons
could afford to be respectful—and, us no such
dangerous combination of powers existed i
the Lords, they naturally chastened the lun-
guage in which the churacter nnd acts of that
Bady were spuken of su the Lower Louse;
amd the consequence was that such collisions
us these, arising ont of mere expresstons, rare-
ly if ever occurred. Here the case was dif-
ferent—of such a Budy as our second Braunch
itwas difficult to speak in terms, that would
not be offensive ; and the Commous, in enden-
voring to represent to the Crown the reasons
| which rendered n reform of the Council indis-
peasable, were compelled, in order 1o state the
truth, to depait from the meksured tone of |
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other.  But now, that we huve stated fucts
which our records prove—which the country
sanetions—which o mojorty of this Assembly
beheve—now, that we have expiessed a deter-
winationto explin to the Sovercign the real
chuiacter of the abuses under winch we labos,
Iis Majesty’s counctl turn round ard tell us,
you shall do no such thing, or if you do, we
will dofno business—the Revenue shall go down
—uand the Rouds, Bridges, and cther essen-
tial scrvices, be left without any provision
The luss of £40,000 is to be the penalty, for
telhng our Xung the trmth,  Can apy man
doubt their power or their mehination o pro-
teet themeelves at this cost to the cotntry ?
Whatever others may think, 1 helieve them
mad enough to do nny thng, to keep up the
system which they feelis tumbling about their
curs. - For a ludicrous speech they would have
sacnficed the Revenue, and plunged the coun-
try nto confusion. On that ocension the
House succumbed. But, at a subsequent pe-
riod, when they made u daung attempt upon
the most sacred privilege of the Commons—
the right to regulate the supplies—the House
resisted ; and you kuow well, Sir, what was
the cunsequence.  'They persisted, though
evory principle of parhamentary usage and
comnon sense was against them ; some £40,-
008 were sncrificed—and when the tew House
met they found av empty treasury. I regict
that it did not then follow up the attack which
we are conducting now ; but, it sunk back -
to the same state of passive obedience, and the
tongequence is, that you are now as much at
the Council’s merey “as you were then.

With a knowledge of these facts — being
aware that whether you made attacks upan
them, or they upon you, they could insult aud
coerce this Hovse whenever they pleased, 1
was quite prepared for thus demonstration of
their disposition and their power. The ques-
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parhamentary language:  Bui, it was of litle
cousequence upon what point. His Majesty’s
Counetl had serzed, lie had -felt gssured they
would not lose an opportunity of again exercis-
g the coercive power they possessed over the
Assembly, nor of emburrassing,” if possible, the
onward march of Reform.” On a former oc-
casion they had thought proper to wuke ofence
ut a humoroeus speech made by Mr Haliburton,
mn whith he compared them to 12 old Indies—
and, by the power they possessed over the Re-
venue and Supphes, had compelled the onse
to bring himw to the Bur for censure.  Ou that
accasion the house was forced to do an act,
which the learned member from Cumberland
declured, the other day, he would cut his haud
off rather than do again. Bearing this in mind
and well knowing that there were many points
in these Resolutions wiveh would touch them
honie—and they did not like the spirit of re-
form that was abroxd—that the language of the
debates would'startle and annoy them—hs an-
ticipated snme such step, though of course he
could not caleulate on thé mauner or the time,
Their power o coeree the House into almost
any thing was undoubred. In Englaud the
Commons could sflucnce the other Brauches,
from the power it possessed over the Revenne
and Supplies. Here the Counerl could und
did often cuerce the other two—nearly uli our
Salaries bewng provided for by permanent Acts,
and the only service that could suffer being
thase upon which the people themselves relic
ed. It was the deep conviction of this fact,
that had made him so anxious to press the real
state of the Colony on the Government at
homp ;'tiatthey should, while asking for chan-
ges, state the reasons which rehdered’ them
vecessary.  Sir, those reasons have gone forth
inthe resolutions and dizcussions of this As.
sembly ; and, if 1 can trust the opinions ex-
pressed in the interior, they have found un
secho fram ona end’ of the Provines to the.

is now, whether you will comply with the
Council’s demand, or lose 80 or £40,000.
together with all your approprations. 1t will
be remembered that we have alreudy stated,
in one of our Resolutions, the pownetless con-
dition of this Assembly ; we now give 1o the
country a practical iiliustration. I have said
throughout this debate, that v lule pressing
reformation by every menns 1 my power,
I was determined to preserve the rescnues of
the Country. ¥ say so sull—I will not sacii-
fice them to gratify Ihs Majesty’s Council.
But, it may be said, what is to be' dene ? And
I nuswer sacrifice neither the revenue, nor the
cuuse of reform. Indealing wuh an enemy
who is disposed to take us at disndvuntage, like
politic Suldiers, let us fight with hus own wea-
pons.  Early-in the session we sent a respect-
ful remonstrance to the Cuuncil, on a subject
deeply interesting to our Constituents—an an-
swer was returned, which 1 belieseall felt 1o
be an insult, but.we had no means of redress.
‘They then denied our naht to advise therm—
they now forbid us to advise the Sovereign—
to tell him what a large majority of thus House
believe. X stialf advise the Tlouse to no course
which_shall impeach the truth ar justice of
these Resolations ; bot I wall rergove the dif-
ficulty in point of form, in wrder £o save our
revenut.  The Country will understand, at a
glance, the position in which we are placed,
and the motives by whih we are actuated,
and I wishihg Council joy of the truweph they

are likely-tp salitii.
Whether'wd ddpahee or recede for a mo-,
ment is of nhltl‘ec‘g{gﬁgcqucucc, the people =it

hiave contiflontzitithose who are struggling for

theif rights’ gidippreciate therr motives, 4

fiave no fears thit even if we wore to 1uke the

cxtreme sleps B4y soupht to be foreed upon

us, we shounild be sustained ; when, on a former
ay, you Sir stood forth to resist the

ncrouch-
wentsof that Body, #fasy bad you n};%fcm dig-



