50

THE CANADA LUMBERMAN. )

DISTRICT OF NIPI18SING.
Wo tako the following fromy the annual roport
of the Outarie Cammissioner of Cmwn Lauds,
as to the timber berths unrth of French River
Tonaxmn, Ovanin,
4th Decombior, 1882

Sig,— 1 have the haner te vepart that in
obédicnco te iustructinne received fram  the
Crown Lauds Dopartment, nod duted July 1eh,
1882, T proceeded to the field and mado a sur-
voy of cortain timber herths nerth of Froneh
River, that is to say, 1 ran the south baundaries
of timber berths numbors sivty seven, fifty nino,
filty one, farty-three, thirty five, twenty soven,
nineteen and oloven ¢ the bamdary linea bo.
tweon numbers forty three and Gftv.one, bo-
tweon nineteon and twenty soven ULetween
twonty and twenty-cight, and hetween twenty-
one and twenty-nine. 1 alse produced tho lino
from tho southeast angle of number eloven dno
east to striko Froueh River, and ran a line duo
south from tho south-east anglo of number
twenty-seven, to th~ towaship of Blair; the
total number of miles run being sevouty-soven
miles ten chaing, Thoe lines woro all run astro-
nomically, and corrocted from time to timo
during tho progress of the survoy, by obsorva-
tions of Pqlaris at its castern clongation; the
chaining was dono with a t 2csterman’s ateel
tape.

I began my survoy al tho southwost angle of
perth numbor sixty-seven, being a point on
Salter’s meridian line at tho distance of sixty
chamns sovonty-soven links south from his oigh.
teen-anilo post, and rnming duo cast astronom-
ically, at fivo miles ono chain and forty.two
links, I catablished the southeast corner of tim-
ber berth numnber sixty-soven ; six iniles further
on establishod the svutheast corner of number
fifly-nine ; and made cach succeeding borth six
miles wide, excepting number twenty-seven
which was inado soven miles.  ¥rom tho south-
east anglo of number fifty-ono I ran north be.
tween forty-throoand fifty-onc, to the sonthwest
angle of berth number forty-four, whero I found
an old post marking tho pusition of said svuth
west anglo @ this line between numbers forty-
threo and fiftv-one camo out cighteen chaing
fifteon links short of tho six mniles. The line
between nineteen and twenty-soven, cte., came
out on Saltor’s lino siaty chaing sixty links west
of the post planted during the present season to
mark tho southwest angle of tho township of
Dunnet, and tho houndarics botween number
twenty-ono and twenty.nine camoout twenty-
eight chains fifty-two links short of the six
miles, This discrepancy between the theoretical
and the actual distance between Salter's hno
and the one run by mysclf is abnormally great,
oven after making duo allowance for tho consid-
crablo length of the lines and the general rough
nature of tha country. Tho result is, of course,
that some of tho jucluded timber bLerths will
hiave 1ess than their normal area,  This circum-
atanco is, howover, of comparatively smnall con
sequenco practically, as from all T could gather
from information reccived frum persous csi
dently well acquainted with the region, all tho
timber has been killed by thoe firo which swept
2hrough some years ago. ‘There is thus no pino
nor timber of any other kind of any commercia)
valuo on tho berths sjccially affected by the
orror in question.

T shali now describe as concisely as T can, the
tract of country that came under my observation
during thie survoy. Tho geolugical formation
is the Laurentian as is well known. The rock
is gueiss priucipally ; on the south boundary of
timber berths nunber twonty-soven, however, a
fow bLelts of syenite, or syenitic gneiss wero
observed  The gueica i of the andinary
micaceous character, and in many places it is
very distinetly foliated. presanting a regularly
banded aspect.  The vack west of the Wahnap
itas River contains a larger projeartion of feld-
spar than the rock further east Towards the
west sile of timbar herthie number fartv three
tho strike ix ahant north twenty dogrecs east,
and has changed to north thirty-five degrees
west, a fow niles further east  \ling the lines
botweon numbers nineteen and twentv-seven,
cle., tho striko is mere nearly east and west.
being narth of west, and south of east Every-
where thoatrata appears to dip at a bigh uagle.
Along timber borths numbers sixty-<even, fifty-
nine, filty.one, forty-three, thirty-five and

about a mile and threo-quarters over upon num.
ber twonty-sovon, most of tho sufaco is ruck,
and is gonorally rough and brokon and is quite
unfit for sottloment, containiug ns it docs a vory
small porcontage of arable land. The small
arens of goxd laud over the distanco namad, oc-

car un timbeor Lolts number fifty.ono and tlurty-
five, as shown in the ficld notes, and in small
areas aleng the Wahuapitas River, Enst of this
atrean, all along number foity three, and for a
mile aver up.on nuinber thirtv-five, the country
in almost totally barren of soil, the surlace being
alinost oxclusively occupiod by bare gneiss rock,
ar mossy swamps.  In going onst, ns a point one
milo and threo nuarters vast of tho southwost
anglo of number twonty.sovon is reached a
markod chargo may be noticed in tho topo-
graphical features of thoe country ; tho surfaco
becomes loval, or gently undulating, tho rocks
appearing to havo beon by glacial action, planed
down to & more or less uniform surface. This
charactor of country provails, with a fow ox.
coptions, as far east alnost as Wolseloy River,
aud north to Saltor’s baso line.

From tho pmnt abuve montionod, ono miloand
three quarterseast of southwest anglo of numnber
twenty-soven, as far cast as alinost to tho end
of the third mile on numnber nincteen, thero is
oxcollent land interspersed occasionally by
small patches of rock cropping out. Tho soil is
chiofly a brown clay loaurof good quality. This
tract of arablo land oxtends south to the gorgo
of I'ronch River, but it is doubtful whother it
oxtonds very far to tho north., To the east and
to north of this tract of good land, as far as my
survey extended, the laud is rocky and unfit for
scttlement, the purcontage of good land being
very small,

Tho line going south f{rom the southenst anglo
of tiinber borths number twenty.soven, to tho
south channel of Frouch River, passes over
nearly lovel or gently rolling land all tho way,
interrupted of course by tho north channel ot
tho stream last mentionod. The soil 18 & clay
or sandy loam of good quality.

Tho timber plan indicates tho distnibution of
the various kinds of timber, It is thus scon
that tho greator part of 1y hino passed through
a burnt country, tho fire having gone over some
parts ascecond time.  The fire first appears to
have occurred about fifteon years ago. Over
this burnt country all the timber has been kil
cd, and the burnt district oxtended as far as the
oye could reach north of the line along the
south of tinbor berthe fifty-ono, forty-threo,
otc., up to Saltor's base line, and from informa.
tion received from tho Indians, I am led to
beliove that there 13 very httlo if any green
timnber, oxcept perhaps towards tho northwest,
ncar Wahnapitae River and closs to Salter's
baso line. Over somo parts of this burnt dis.
trict there has been very good pino, as is ovi-
donced by the dead trees still standing ; tho
provailing timbor has been white birch, poplar,
balsain and cedar ; there 18 now ayoung growth
of small poplar, white birch, red cherry and
willow coming up. Iu referenco to the partions
of wy survoy covercd by green timber, I may
sy that tho only placo where pine of much
valuo was seen, was betweon tho Manzenazing
River an2 tho sccond imilo post on the south
boundary of timbor Lerth number fifty-one.
Tho trees, howover, are rathor under than over
medium size, and much of tho timber was
valucless for lumnber under present circum-
stances. Near tho southeast corner of timber
berth number cleven there is a small grove of
very good pine, and farther west, botween that
aud Wolrelgy River, thero are some groves of
whito and red pino : the trees, however, aro of
ainall diameter, althongh of thrifty growths, In
the green wands along the gouth boundarics of [
numbers sixty-seven, and fifty-nino at varous |
points, scattering pine occurs awmong the other
timber : therois some also at diﬂ'crcnt points
areund Trson Lake.

Besides the pine, tho other l.mds of timber |
xeon wero white Lirch, Lalsan, poplar, cedar, |
hemlock, maple, black birch, yellow birch, bass- |
wood, ironwood, black ash, ete.  Between the
south boutdary of timber berth twenty-sovon
and French River, and along the line runmng
sonth frum southeast angle of nunber twenty-
sevon, to tho south chanunel ot ¥rench River
there is somo very fine timber, hemlock, black

and yellow birch, maple, basswood, ote. Around

‘Tyson Lako thero s suuch o- srgroen, hen lock,
batsam aud codar. Tho Wahlu ,pitae Riveein s
fino stream with an averago width of about ono
hundred and filty feot; it is brokon by numer
ous rapids, bnt 1a still a fine rivor for floating
rafts,  Tho wator is good and palatable,
although of the dark color cummon to tho
streams of the country ; among the fiah found
i 1t are the black bass, pike, pickerel, ote.
Tho Mauzenazing iver 18 astronm of sufliciont
capacsty tor floating sawlogs, although those
that lumboicd ujpon 1t sumo yenrs ago, found it
advisablo to orect dnins across it at soveral
points betweon Colling” Inlet and Tyson Lake.
Mullin and licton Rivors, as far as my obser
vation extonded, night cach Lo describod as n
sorios ot narruw lakes connected by a small
ptream broken by n.any rapids, and capablo,
perhaps, duriag a freshot, of floating small sizad
sawlogs. Theso streams flow in the direction of
tho etrike of thoe strata, through grooves formed
by the ervsiun of a stratum scfter than thoso un
oither side of it. Wolscloy River is astream
Iargo onuugh to float timber at any season
alimost ; it has nunmorous expansions along ita
course. Tho wauter in all the streams crossed,
oxcent tho mero brooks, was dark coloured,
although sweot and wholesomo. Tyson Lake
and Manzenazing Rivor contain pike and black
bass.

Partridges abound in the woods, and somo
prairic chickons wero shot in the brule north of
French River. I satv numerous traces of bear,
rod deer and mooso.

1 havo the honor to be, Sir,
Your obediont sorvant,
(Signed)  Joun McARse,
Provincial Land Surveyor.

THE NORTH WEST.

Thoe Winnipeg 2'imes says :—Tho industry of
manufacturing Jumber will no doubt be for a
long time to como a large and increasing ono in
tho Northwest, whero towns and cities spring
up and increaso so rapidly, nccessitating large
supplies of lumber for building purposes. For
somo time past tho quantity of Jumnber manu-
facturcd has been duubling every year, and noxt
year the ratio of the increaso will probably bo
still greator. A Timesreporter yesterday called
upon a proniinent lumber man in this city, and
obtained from him some infornation as to this
industry.

“What are tho principal lumbering finns in
tho Province.”

*The principal dealers having offices in the
city are tho Rainy Lake Lumber Company, J.R.
Sutherland & Co., Dick, Banning& Co., the
Winnipeg Lumber Company, D. E, Sprague
and Brown & Rutherford. Outside tho city
the principal dealors in the Province aro the
Keowatin Lumber Company, at Rat Portage,
and Walkey & Burows, of Selkirk.”

“ Whero are the logs cut ?”

* Tho logs aro obtained from the shores of the
Rainy Lake, Lako of the Woods and Lake
Winmpeg, while soine of the dealers import
from the United States. Tho Rainy Lake Co.
havo 125 square miles of limits on tho shores of
that lake. Dirk & DBanning own 100 square
miles on the Lake of the Woods. Walkloy &
Burrows, Lrown & Ruthorford and Stubbs
Bros. cach own 50 squaro miles on Liako Win.
nipeg. D. T. Sprague has a limit on the
Rosseau Rnor. J. R. Sutherland & Co. and
tho Winnipeg Lumber Company buy their logs
from the States, the stuff Leing dolivered in
booms on the Red River”

In roply Lo a question from tho roporter, tho
interviewer aaid the capacity of tho principal
mills is as follows :—Winnipeg Lumber Com-
pany. mll at Winmipeg, about 75,000 feot. J.
K. Sutherland & Co,, mill at St. Boniface, 100,-
000 feot. Rmmny Lake Lumber Co., mill at
Fort I'rancis, twenty inillion feet per season,
Mill at Rat Q'ortago, ten million por soason.
Dick, Bamning & Co., mill at Rat Portage, 50,-
000. Walkloy & Burruws, 25,000. Dr. Spraguo,
25,000. Stubbs Bros., 20,000, With the cx-
coption of tho Rainy Lake Co., theso figures
represent tho capacity per ton hours. The
total capacity per ten hours is about half a mil-
lion feot.

**How many men are employod at those
mills.”

J. R. Sutherland & Co., emplop about 100;

tho Rainy Lako Co. 300 ; Stubbs Bros., Brown
& Hutherford and Walkloy & Burrows, cach
1560 ; Dick & Banning 75 ; tho Winnlpog Lum
bor Company 100 ; Dz, Spraguo 50; or a total
of a little undor 800 mon.

*“Then there are the Iumbermen 1

 Yos, T supposo that each of tho above firtns
with the excoption of thoso who jinpost their
raw material, would employ about double the
numbur of menin tho wouds taat they do in the
mills.”

** Horotofure,™ said tho gontloman interviow
od, in roply to a queation frum the roporter,
¢ thoro has beon o great deal of lumber import
od, but now the lumbl.imen hero aro in such a
position that thoy can supply tho demand
themsolves, and thoy will svon bo able tounder
scll tho Minnespolis dealors.™
*¢ Is thero any likelihood of lumber becoming
any cheapor?”’

s It will bo cheaper for thoso who can bny
wholesalo or in largo quantitics, but it is proba
blo that the retail prices will nover be very
much less. Thoso who havo beon buying in
Minneapolis will now bo ablo to buy hore just
as cheaply, and this being the case it will bo
to their advantarge to purchase hore, tho im-
portation of lumber is becoming less overy
yoar.”

“Could you give an idea of the quantity of
lumber cut during tho past few years ¥’

“Noxt year I beliove thero will bo placed on
tho market about 123 million feot. Tho quanvi-
ty laat year wag 40 millions, and this was about
doublo the product of the provious year.”

‘“Who aro your principal customers ¥

* Contractors and builders, in this. city, in
Portage 1a Prairio, Brandon and other places as
far as the ond of tho line, and in the country
wost and south, Most of it is used for.,houso.
building purposes, and thero is some manufac-
factured into bridgo timber and fencing.”

¢ Aro thero good facilities for floating the
logs "

“*Yes, as good as can be found in the world.”

¢“What pay do lumbormen reccivo

¢ Abont &35 o month on an average. Somo
first rate men can get moro than this, a1 the
pay of a forcman is, of course, consu srably
higher.”

BUSBINESS AT BOBTON.

The Boston correspondent of tho Northwestern
Lumberman writes as follows under ‘date of
Fob 1 :~Sinco my last letter the thormometer
has beon bobbing around anywhore botweon
zero and 60 degrees abavo ; one day so cold and
blustering that out-door-work had to be given
up, and tho next day so warm that overcoats
had to bo unbuttoned to insure comfort. This
variablo cort of weather generally upscts busi-
ness, and, on the wholo, trado i8 rathec quiot.
I havo not met a yard man as yet but that
oxpresses the opinion that the spring trade will
soon start up, and a great amount of lumber
will boused. I think the trade is more and
more coming to tho conclusion that prices will
not drop ; that is to any material oxtent. Some
of tho coarser grades may be shaded in prico,
8 is alway tho caso where thero is an over sup-
ply, but finc common and better will, in all
probability, remain firm. Certain dealers aro
always afflicted with a chronic mania for run-
ning down prices. I can’t conccive what the
object can bo for any person to,use his best
cndoavors to broak down prices, especially whon
thoy are not oxorbitant. For tho last year
prices have not varied cnough to provent any
yard man from solling ¢ short,” and getting out
with a fair profit. At the same tine, customers
who havo placed orders for futuro delivery, have
had them filled acceptably, It prices had
dropped how would it have been? All those
ordors would havo beon cancelled, and much
trado lost in conscquence. As a rulo, I notico
the partics who aro always talking about prices
dropping are cither sinall buyers, with cqually
mnall ideas, or that class who are always finding
fault with grades. Tho most reliable dealers
wo bave in Boston aro satisfied with prosont
prices, and, when in want, buy, like mon, and
do not go around tho market beating down the
prico on a two.-horse-load of lumber,-and figur-
ing if they nced moro of the same grade they
can buy the balance of the same cur cheaper.

I beliove tho trade aro bocoming disgusted_ with
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