column for subscapuons ta the Record.  Muns- !
ters and Migsionanies ought, at the close of every ;
year, to stir up their people on this head, from the
pulpit, as it is really 2 matter of duty.  Many of
our members who have frends in the dear old
Fatherland, and ability to pay for an exta copy
or two, should send the Record where 1t 18 te-
garded with pleasure, both ns shewmg the ad-
vancement of our Church here, and asa specinen
of Cantdian lerawure, few of which find ther
way across the Atlantic,

Wath regard to the hterary part of the contni-
butions, 1t 13 10t 20 ¢y to tender suggeations—
however, on onc pownt there 13 no room for hesie
tation—our Pastors are uli Missionaries,and have
travels and tours m every direction every year,
and yet how few sketches or descriptions of these
tours do we get, and how interesung are the few |
we do get, only to mention Mr. Black’s (Red . .
ver) expedition, and sometimes others, publishied, .
as ingtances, ‘Ihey give us a far better iden of |
the progress of our Church, and of the country |
also and its ihabitaats, than any mere statislics ;!
and I think most of our nismsters unght fiad tune .
to send skeichies of therr expeditions vace a year
at least. Ju this way we nught learn a good deal .
ubout Lower Canada, from which very interest- .
ing part of the province we  hear but very latle,
through the Record, although the Church iy gra-
dually extending there—I nught allude to the Ot-
tawa country too, where there are s0 tnany of our '
Highland kinsmen, ‘Then someumes a regpected
mimster takes a tnp to the « Old Country,” or to
the United States, n scarch, perhaps, of healih,
or of money to axd some rehgious and beaevolent
scheme, and why not give us a few ideas of his
trip, or pencillings by the way !

I think cach nnnster ought to gwe four con- |
tribstions a vear, of some surt, to the Record,and |
each representative elder at least one, and the
Moderator ought to furnish a skeich of the meer- |
ings of Synod and Commmssion. Our studemts, |
who are acting as cateclusts, have also an oppor. ;
tumty of mding, by thewr contubutions, aad need
have no fear of censorious o7 hypercritical re-
marks on their productions, as they are our fu- .
ture hope, and from the abilies of those who
have been placed in chnrges dunng ihe last two |
or three years, have little cause to fear any such.
Sabbath-school teachers might also contnbute |
litrde stories and anecdotes of therwr classes and |
pupils, which would be interesting to the more |
juventle class of readers. 'T'he Lau 23, also, who
are generally most energenc i a goud cause,
mught give accounts of the success and prospects |
of their valuable assvciations. Our respected |
Editor I do not need to menuon, for Ins labours
are unccasing, and deserve the warmest shanks
of all the subseribers; and it is pretty much ow-,
ing 10 lum, and a zery few energetic umnisters,
that the Record has assumed so respectable an
appearance.

Iioping that, under the good hand of Gad, re- |
newed and extended efforis may be made to pro-
mote the prospects and wcrease the erculation of |
the Record, I remain its sincere well-wisher,

Guelph, Scpt. 9, 1852,
—_—
LONG SERVICES.

ADVANCE. |
{ror THE RECORD.)

In a late number of the Rerord, your corres- ;
pondent, “ Goob ISTENT,” gave a scasible article ,
was3 copied into some of the Religious Magazines
in the Usited States, and, I beheve, was read

The protracted scrvices in the Prcsbylcrian’
Churches are productive of more evil consequene !
only wear out the pauence of those who hear,
and keep many from the church altogether, but l

t

3
on Things that mught be mended. Tic paper
with approval by many Christians. '
ces than “ Gootd Intent” couinerated. ‘Fhey not |
have a tendency to compel ministers to come

TIHE ECCLESIASTICAL AN
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forward with more iwmpeclect preparation. ‘The
exclamation, * what an awful long sermon!”
mght be repeated 1 respect of mony prayers.—
‘I'hege can be no objection to the private Chns.

" tan continung as long 1n prayer as he can heep

up the epirit of devotion.  But no individual who

i the moutliprece of a congregation or pronuscu. |

ous assembly should, in ordinary  circumsiances,
exceed ten nunutes or a quarter of an hour.—

When the speaher drags m all concewable sub.

jects, and becomes discunsive, the effeet is to ban-

1h all devotional feehings, and to untit the mind |

tor recaving any good impression  ‘Those who
have no leamng to Episcopacy (for what true
I'reshytenian ever had 1) find a practical nrgument
for the hwrgy, m il long, rnmbling, unsiudied
prayets uttered 1 many pulpits.

It were presumption an me to prescribe any
precise tine for religlouy exercises, or 1o invasute
devoion by mmutes. | would simply suggest
that the ardinary Sabbath exercises i the Church
should not, at a single diet, exceed an hour ond
a half, ar aa hour and forty mmuies. ‘Tius
would afford sufficient tume for the fanbiful nn-
1cer 10 two diets to deliver as much matter as he
can have thoroughly prepared ; and cestainly 1t
will aflord subject of reflection sullicient to en-
gage the munds of common hearers.  We hear
of munisters preaclung twice a day for weeks to-
gether ; and there are preachers who can repeat
s0 many sermons to good purpose, when they are
unerating, and have no pastoral dutics pressing
upon them; but for any setiled minister to
get up more than two good sermons a week,
13 to task himself beyond his etrength, to the
prejudice of his other duties, and the damage
of his hearers.  When we read of a dozen or a
score of good sermons Luing delivered consceu-
uvely by a minister, on as many days, and good
having been done by them, the miad mstincively
adds the notice to those of other unpostures, such
as, * Wrung taught 10 six easy lescons”—* La-
tin 10 twelve lessons, without a master,” &e.

But what I had clicfly ia view in calling at-
tention to long scrvices, wos to suggest, as Good
Intent has alreudy done, that on a sacramental
occasion, there should be a rad:eal reform of the
usuai puacuce.  Tomay be thuught, and by some
will be set down as a dangerous inasvation on

the custom of our pious forefa hers, to descend |

from a scale of from Jour 10 ten honrs duration,
to less than two hours. Tt i8 rot necessary to
cnumeraie the evils resultinz from long protract-
ed communivn services,  One thing is palpalle to
all who attend cuy churches. that with the excep-
ton of the communicants, few other of the ex-
hausted hearers remain, even as spectators of he
wnost solemn and delightful part of the day’s exer-

aises. Itis painful 10 see the church half empiied |

after the * action sermon.” Now, Sir, [ wouldre-
spectfully request you to call attenuon through the
Recard to the following suggestiona, in wiuch I

know that many, very many, of our pious peo- |

ple concur, viz  that mstead of a long discourse,
there be a short practical address with the * fen-

S that all the communicants be
scated together in the front pews nearest to the
pulpit, or in the place where they can be most
conveniently gerved by the elders; and that in-
stead of half a dozea table addresces, the whole
be included in one, and the solemn services con-
cInded by praise and prayer—the whole would nat
occupy much moze than the time ahove named, and
should in no case exceed two and a half hours.
Then after an aterval the sesvices mught be re-
sunied, having a special reference to the business of
the day. Lest this should be considered 100 great
an innovanon, the practice which prevails in some
of the Amencan churches, m.ght be adopied—to
have three diets.

To a simple-minded man it seems strange
enough o hear of ministers tequiring assistanice
on such accasions. The idena occurs very natu-
rally to the mind that there is just as much need
of a relay of hearers asof speakers.  Were it not
for the rizk of stripping my commun'cation of its

’lncmy, pethaps its only good quality, T would
- cnlargs on his subject, nnd also refer to the
fevloud apeaking” a very cointmon accompants
“ment of ** much epeahing,” but I fotbear.

' Quivrs.

' Sept., 1852,
e ——r .
SABBATH OBSERVANCE MEETING.

The mecung for the consideration of this sub.
ject, was held on the 17th ult., in the City Hall,
Ihe Hon, James Harvey Price took the Chalr,
, and after prayerby the Rev Mr. Geikie, opened
| the meeting with a ehort and pointed aildress.—
_‘T'hie following resolutions were then passed, with
1 addiesses from the inovew and seconders ;—
I Rev. Professor Lallie moved the firt resolution,
| scconded by the Rev. Mr. Robinson @
I 1. That the Weekly day of rest iz of Divine
|
]

authonty, and of permanent and univerzal obli-
gation,
Moved by the Rev. James Pyper, D.D., ec-
conded by Jainea Lesslie, Bsq.
2. T'iat Sabbath observance iscszentially con-
y nected with the phyaical and social well-being of
; man, and that ats neglect 1s highly prejudseial to
. the best imtereats of every community.

Moved by the Rev. Robert Johnzon, eeconded
by the Rev, Mr. Sanson :—

3. That public abuses of the Sablath, by la-
bour in the Post Cffices, by unnecessary transmis-
sion of Mails, by steam vessels and railway
y travelling ; by the keeping open of Public Houses
. and otherwise, are much to be deplored, and that

tlus meeting resolve to pettion the Legislature
and Executive in favour of a stnict obsetvance of
the day of God, in conncction with public busi-
i ness, and especially the Post Office.
Moved by Rev. Robert Burns, D.D., reconded
f by Thomas Clatkson E«q..—
i 4. Thatan Associauon shall be fozmed in To-
ronto for promoting the better observance of the
i Sabbath, and protecting it from abuse.
| Moved by A. Chnstie, i5q., scconded by G. A,
' Pyper, Esq.:—
5. 'That the following shall be a Commiittee
y named for this purpose, with power to add to
. thewr number, and that they be nuihonsed to
, adopi by-laws for thesr regulation ,—

Mimsters of the Goepel of the different Jenom-
inawons who shall carol thewr names—with
: Messts, J. S. Howard, J. I, Hagarty, W. Mar-
y hing, E, F. Whittemore, John McMurnch, Wil-
, ham McMaster, David Buchan, John Elhot, An-
. drew T McCord, Nathan Gatchell, Robert Dar-
i gavel, Thomas Clarksor;, Join Nasmuth, James
; Lesshie, Richard Brewer, R, H. Brett, and Peter
Freeland.

Seerctaries—Who shall also be Conveners—
- Rev. Dr. Burns and Rev. Dr. Pyper.

Assistant Seeretury and Treasurer—=Mr. Jas,
| Fraser, Accountant, King Street,
The flatl was well filicd, and greatinterest ap-
« neared to be felt in the cause by the towns-peo-
ple. We regret to notice that two joumnaly, the
{ Leader and the Colomst, have disunguished
i themselves from the rest of the press, by open
" and undisguised opposition to the movement now
! being made on behalf of the Sabbaih.—Globe.

——r s
PRESBYTERIAN CHIURCIH IN IRELAND.

At Armagh, the eighth day of July, one thoa-
tand eight hundred and fifty-two years—
which day the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland being met
and constituted —inter alig—

The Assemnbly proceeded 10 receive repors

from the Dircctors of Missions.

The Rev, Wm. McClure, Secretary, tead the
' repott of the Colonial Mission.

Mcved and agreed to, that this report be re-
ceived and adopted, and that it be ptinted and
i circulated amongst the congregations of this

Church.




