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BCCLESTASTICAL AND MISSIONARY REEORD.

For the Presbuterian Churcl) of Canada.

~Voryns.l —No. 1 [pousLE].

I~ presenting the first number of this pa-
per to the public, we tind that we must linit
ourselves o a very few words, in the way of
introduction;—all the space which our hum-
ble, unpretending sheet aflords, being required
for matter of more importance and interest,
than any that could appropriately find'a place
in a formal prospectus. It might indeed be
most hecoming, under any circinstances, to
allow the character of “The Record” to de-
selope itself, in its own pages, and commmnend
itself to the attention and confidence of the
public, according to its actudl merits,—Suf-
fice it then, for the present, simply to state
that “The Record,” having been commenced
under the sanction of the Rulers of the Pres-

. byterian Church of Canads, is mainly intend-
ed to be a vehicle of Fcclesiastical, Mission-
ary, and General Keligious Intelligence, to
the members and adherents cf that Church,
and to.the.Presbyterian community at large;

and that it is the sincere desire, and will heds

the constant study,of those, to whose nianage-
ment it is committed, to furnish authentic in-

_ formation,~—to desseminate sound principles,
and to promote the interests of pure and un-
defiled religion. We only add, that our or-
dinary course of publication will be once a
montb,~extra nunbers being issued, as cir-
cumstances.may require.

UNTO THE PRESBYTERIANS, NOW
OR RECENTLY IN CONNEXION
WITH 1ux PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF CANADA IN CONNEXION WITH
THE CHURGQI OF SCOTLAND,—
THE PASTORAL ADDRESS OF THE
SYNOD OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF CANADA:

Draruy Brroveo BreTones,—

You have doubtives hcard through the ordinary
channels of information, of the disruption of our
once peaceful and united Chaurch, and of the for-
mation by those who have separated from the Sy-
nod of the Presbyterian Church in connexion with
the Church of Scotland, of another Church, inder
the designation of the Presbyterian Chuych of Ca-
pads—that-Church, asthe representatives of which
we now address you.  Some of you, we are happy
0 know, have expressed your approbation of
what we have felt called in conscience to do, and
bave given in your adherence' to the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, and it gladdens as to learn that
wherever oor cause is studied and understood, the
mass of the Presbyterians of Canada are-coming to
the same conclusion.

Others, we have reason to believe, are yet but
partially informed, and usnable to come to'a satia-
factofy decision, Nor is this greatly to be won-
dered at.  While the means of correct information
are limited, misrepreecntations of various kinds
are circulated by our enemics,—attempts are made
10 show’ that we have acted as the blind partisans
of the Free Protesting Church of Scotland, and
have agitated unnecessarily and without discretion
8 qaestion with which the Presbyterians of Canada
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bad nothing to do—and we are denounced in un-
measurcd terms ns reckless echismatics.  In these
circumstances, Dearly Beloved, we feel ourselves
called to lay before you, in the form of Pastoral
Address, the whole merits of the cauge which we
are advocating, and which-we consider it the duty
of our Presbyterian Brethren in Canada to support
—that you mmy be satistied that we have ncted
in what we have done on good and sufficient
grounds, that you may sce clearly the clims
which the Presbyterian Church of Canada has to
your suppost, and that you may be stirred up to a
senge of the reeponsibility, which by thedisruption
ofdle Church with which you have hitherto been
connected, thé great Head of the Church has aim-
self devolved on you. Sure we are, that a patient
and impartial atiention to what we have to lay be-
fore you, is all that is necessary to induce the Pres-
byterians of Canada, to unitc with us in supporting
a cause, which can be g0 clearly shown to ba the
cause of Christ, and of the purity and liberty of the
Christian Church. . . .

Thé: question ‘upon. which the distuption of the
‘Synod ip cogncsion.with the Church of Scatland
rlook place, wos a question, we admit at once, not
relating 10 any practical grievance of which as a
Church that Synod had to complain—it related
mercly to the connexion in which we stood to the
Established Church of Scotland, and to the respon-
sibility which that connexion entailedon us.  And
we are-well aware that in looking at the question
thus genenally, some may be di¥posed to doubt,
whether on a question of this kind any cause war-
ranting the extreme measure of disruption, could
arige, It may be said, and not without anappear-
ance of plausibility,—if you had no practical gricv-
ance, if you were in the enjoyuicnt of all the privi-
leges for which the Free Protesting Church of
Scotland hag been contending, if the State had
never even shown a digposition to encroach on any
of your rights or liberties, what cause could there
cxist to wamant or justify a disruption. But such
impressions whese they exist, we are fully satisficd
a closer cxamination of the subject will most effec-
tually remove—aund remove by showing that they

obligations and responsibilitics to which Churchies
arc suhject. . .

We lay it dotwwn as 2 great principle, applicable
10 the conduct which one Church is bound to pursuc
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.give up the assertion of the doctrine of his supreme
Ueadship over his Church, it is the duty of all
to separate from her copununion.  Were a man to
remain in connexion with such a Church—w hat.
ever his own private creed might be—he would
plainly be, before Gon and the woild, chargeable
with the support of’ Socinian or Emstian cuore,
‘The second duty of Churches which we have
specified, although less frequently adverted to, is
not less clearly obligatory on all. - Every Church,
it will be ndmtted, is intended to be the dispenser
a3 well as the depositary of Gon’s truth—a living
and active witness for that truth among men—r
branch of the army ol th ¢ fithlul and truc witners
sent forth to vindicate his supremacy over the world,
And in folfilling this, her high destiny, in labouring
to promote Christ'a cause in thp world, most clear-
ly 13 stie bound to discriminate in her alliances, and
to sce to it, that in their formation and in their
maintenance, her testitnony ghall be cver on the
tide of truth and of righteousncse,  Not only is
she bound 1o Yook withiin, and by her own purity to
illustrate and adorn the truth, but she is boundalro
to have respect to the chatacter of othiers, and
to give her_countenance and support only to the
pure—10 witness for those who are witnessing for
Christ, 1o witnees against those by whom his truth
is denied or obscured. I she fail in this duty, if
her testimony be on the side of Churches maintain-
ing crror, then even her own purity must go for
nothing.  Can a citizen be himsellan honest mem-
ber of the community and yet the approver and
encourager of dishonesty in others?  Can a sub-
ject be loyal 10 his King and yetshow countenance
10 those who are plotting to pluck the Crown from
his brows?  Can a private Cliristian be a faithful
member of Christ’s Kingdom and yet be on terms
of Christian communion with those by whem the
laws of that Kingdom are ttampled under foot 7
No more can a Church be pure—a faithful witnces
for Gop’s truth—which is countenancing, encour-

aging and strengthening a Church that 18 sinning
- against the truth. A Chutch may hold in punty

i the doctrine of Christ’s Divinity, and she may car-

£ » 1y fully outin her nwn govertment the doctriné of
are based on narrow and unworthy views of the ' Christ’s Headship over his Chureh, but i at the
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i same time, she will continuc on teuns of amity

and fricad:hip with a Church by which these déc-

! trines are theoretically denicd or practically repudi.
, ated, then is che guilty before Gov and the world
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towazds another—that 1o support or countenancen ' of supporting Socinian ot Erestian error~-and
Church which, inmatiers fundamental, is commit- ' guilty as really ns if her own doctrines or her own
tiug sin, is to become a partaker of hersin, and that  government embodied these crrore.  And just as it
itis as unlawful to be a member of a Church so 1sthe duty of individuals 10 withdraw from a Church
countenancing another in sin, as it i3 to be a mem- impure in her own doctrines or government, to is
ber of the Church which is direct’y chargeable with * it their duty to withdraw from a Church remaining
the gin. Therc are two great duttes to which Gon | in fricndly alliance with such as are go.

has called every Church upon carth—duticssimilar!  We ate eatisficd the more this principle is exam-
16 those to which he has called every individual ined it will be found tobe cotrect. 1t might easily
belicver~—the first is, 1o be pure in principle and be illustrated by examples—and our own care
practice in matters relating toherown constitution, which we are now to lay befare you, will of itself,
doctrines, and discipline; and the second is, 1o be  we are fully assused, be folt by you on examination,
pure in her aseociation with other Churchce—in to be at ance an iilustration of its truth and a vine
otlier words, to be on terms of friendship only with dication of the practical application. of it, which
those which are supporting in parity the cause of  we have felt called upon to make, o
Christ, and to give no covntenance or Fupport o Dearly Beloved Brethren, our case in a very feve
thiore by whom Christ and his caute isdishonouted ' words is thiz—The Church of Scotland has sinned
oropposed.  The first of theas duties is of euch in mattersvital and fundamental, the haspractically
obvious obligation, that we presume no one will repudiated the doctrine of the supreme Headship of
hesitate 10 admit, that if in matters Vital and fan- Christ ovet his Church, and & targe number of-the.
damental it benot fulfilled—if a Church forinetasce wisest and best of her ministers and peoph: heve

deny the doétrinie of Chirist’s Divinity, or prastically felt themeelves compelled in consequence: to with<
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