-could goto theirtowneand epeals to the-people smens we spoke-to lm
thiey might agree to-uneup the practies, Ah, how true-the oty Senp-
tare saith,-that the dark places- of- the-earth are fall oferueliy. -How
true the-words of vur Lord, * The devil sen-murnderer-from the I g
ning. i

Lslimale of-the progress- that has-beep made~iTavinz thus-stated
how matters have proceeded, and ow stand; arCalabar, and shown both
thebright and dark sides oi the -pretare, T-most add a fowrefleciions —
‘I'hough as yet.no converts have been made, m:the seaze-of freson= hemng
baptized and_members added to the Church, Imnst state myv-convieigon
that-n conversion-hag began from datknest o hght, from fin 10 hoaes,
-fromSatan to-God,_and i3 advancisg mmany mnds. Bt t-exedsn
-varous degrees of progress i diflerent persous. ‘Thé-word and=-swoh of
God-is heard and seen, anit felt there, and-the effect 1= appatent in -wany
-diflerent -ways-  Itis impossiliesto convey precisely - wondsthe anpre~e
-giond made_on-my bwn-tund,-and not e only, by=vanivas tnauseandi-

eationz, and smiall bt Treq Frig

tuly-recurnng errcutstances, manifestag the.

influence of the word.ol God on the-constienees and-condact vl=men, bat

- hope-to-have -some- credit -attached 1o what:l gay, when-L state my
-convictions as I"have done.—_U7, 2. Alis, Liceord.
. - _ .

JAMAICA. :

S OBEANl SUPERSTITIONS-AND PRACTIONS. )
The following communieation-from -Rev. John Sunpeom; Port-Maria;
-shows the many:difliculties wih which -the-Gogjel hagto contend W enhs
jecting the negro: mind t0.its sways— . .

L-go on-wih 2 few more notices of the"Obeah-and:-Mval superetiiona.
* ‘Thou shall not” saffer 2. witeh- 10 [ive.” “Fod Xxii. 18- osephud
-his=paraphrasezon-tlis passage, mterprets- 1t of a- dealer 16 porenns, and
Ans:agipears to “have been-the praciee liere altuded.to, from the -word
used inthe Septiaging thoagh not the exaermport of the orimmat terin,
-which-is that of a'sorcercas.mierely.  Quealypeople-all-miake wse both of
mineral and vegetablé porsc ome of-which -do-thewatk of deaih at
once, -and-otliers -by slow degrees. Obéatuag in Jamaea was a-capual
offence, especially when poison was aséertained to be vsed.  Mobamme.
give no:quarter 16 such- characters, as-I:was 10ld- by -ouc of-our |
:A-Mandingo ; but.slivet -thiem a3 -soen as they know them o |
“be-pracusers of the-art. Tt-was not necessary to-use porsons at ait-tunes, t
-as-the dread of:the Obicahuman was atsell sufficient toentas! misery and
“death -on-hisvictim,  “They were well aware of the power they éxeried
“by _the force of imaginary terrors.

“Catcking the Skudoio~I_alludedZin. my first.Jettér-to a case in wlich
the shadow-wad supposed to-have:been -decoyed-from 132 place. This
-wouldprobably bethe demg of an-Obeah-nian.  Azcointion namé they
‘went' by was shadow-catchers.  ‘They pretended to hold the spent of-the
person who was placed at their nicrey, canghtand bound by_the, as a-
magic_spell. -And to_niake 1t obti0u3 10 all that they had such a pawer,
they carried-about little- wooden images by wiich théy prezetided 1o evoke,
-with- a small piece of looking-glass_stuck n-the breast, which all st
Leware of coming too near. -Besules- this, they used hiile cofling with
the surface smooth and-shinng, aud . pretended that.they had thé spanit of-
the individual-who waz Obeahed confined 1 the coflin or shadow-bot-ag
-it_was called, and completely undef their-power, Overa superstiions
mind, -the mere-belief that the:Obdah-man held the spirtihas boun as
within a_magic ciicle, was suflicicnt, by the_tertor-with-which it-operated-
on:the imagination, to cause -the most-dismal and.-even -fatal resuia.
The idea haunted-the poor vicum mght and day ;_he wonldrefuse food,
medicines would be of-no avail, he would, 1 a -mulitude af.cases, pre
away il “he_lost his -sensesor died. The wouden- image mught sogaest
some demoniac_power- by wlich-the Oveahi-man wronght, 1 beheve 1t
was simply -a_representative of the deczased father or grandfsther of-the
-Obeah-man, or’in-gencral of-his family, deénil;

The Power of the Dead —Thé-people -aze sirong behievers m the

potcer of the dead. -Tn a rebellion iwh-ch-had broken_ont-ia a neighboring
-parish in T
el

823 or 1821, and was sup,jused to B¢ extending 1o thia pan-,
veral were ehended-as ringleaders, and-cight were executed. The
most-of them were supposed to-be quite mnocent j-it fas alleged that the

principal withess toll Lies aga.ust them, to gratify the wlite_people, why 4

wished to make an example of same 0 fiighten the othezs, The-follow- + o n e i af Abes 3 = i
sing season-there was an uncomman- drought, by which- the Port Mapa 4 I8 the nizlit-time an Abysaniaa-dares nutthrow a-httle wa

rivers were almost driedop. This was iaerpreted- as retrbntion taken
by -these pedple-for being-unjustly- put-to déath.  Dunng the cholesa, the
superstitions of-
stan Thus, an African m qaarrel-with anvthet in-oar seigh-
bourhod.. Ile was one of those engaged in-the prilovs work of darging
graves, In-the course oftthe. quarrel he threateued that if he ded-of “the
-cholera,~he-would-give:the -other. an o re<t 1l he broaghthim- an ay
too; The poor. did die,- and was-so0n {illowed by-the other, who
“had:.a sitong impréssion made_on
s

zpeople-about- the dead, came -to Light 1n severa! ins
peopic-a; 1 J e

PR

his - ind-thatit- would:be as the otler
d. He came up_from the town, was seized-in the night-and buned-

daughter-who diéd, aad itwag after the breath was gone, *“Dau gliter, 1f
:you _get-the- power, sénd for me-in-a_week's time, and=-Iwill come:”"
He followed herto tlie grave -the week after. Ylis -wife died -also ;- she
had-taken the- daughter's clothes to-the river-io wash, and was seized-
L common-occurrence some -

It
-years ago, and-may-be -still, for-survivors i speak in this. way to the -

-before morning. -In another.case; a father “was averhéard saying to ks

immediately- on- reaching-home: .

‘corpse-of their dead: A*faithful servant” standing.to take -farewell of -a

Ehe Canagian Presntecian Aagasine.

3
i

mutress towhom she -was auached; wonhl=vay, =My tiis<e, senl for-
me whearver soa waat e, Fwai cowe ™ A womamnear 03 deed rather
<sudden ¥ belor e eusdera Her hussand died-some vears-befere ; she
Wi cahly wed olien complanoas She had an unpressten that-her hus-
band” wanted ber He wax alwavs, s she theught, comting tocher, _and:
was welord Leract ot wttnbate fiecadments to lam.  Ther wlea s, that
When o dead want diem, torysend-scknesa afrer sickicss upon-them.
When she dedodhie, the proagne sand st-was the dowg of hephashand.  The
remark was mad at the faneral, tat nubedy Laooies what these- Coto-
man‘ee people can de The Wame of her drash was-aid-put uponzher
Bustan b The gon o bl was sok ~ome time after, Tt waswoinin g but
H W3 aban Gae o nel's bead thatt wascthe grandiathier or grandmnther
that was voure bug her 100, 3ae e1ww-the ol d man eomung to ler every-mght.
He wael hefiin, She vaw lum savnga, the rotds:de-reaidy-totake her,
2he was bronst ap te the fiote, o <ome mediciue,-and tecovered:
Meast af Proptinting the Dead —=Meshods nie used- to-prevent-thie
dead fron tosali 02 thery ) fey- o o and bnaone-albrennd-the
houe, 8ome plices are supperdito be Mieunte resorts -of spirits- {or
duppies . I they wadt a piace clenred of these mernders, they make
hutninggs of busdy, bonstene, Lo Thaa they eall Racieg:Dappy. They.
_make ue of mirhe o defond themselves from theirnvsauhs,  One of-the
school efitdien-did-of cholern,  Another waa-alterwaride taken- §ll. It
wad interpreted to bie the doing-of s schoolmute, now gone-iato the
world of shadows, who wahedto It

gerhim to come -after kim. -Ie -was
ubsenied to-have soneth.nxued-up n-a-piece of ubbon-sbout his -neck,
wheu e came to school  -1t'was garhie, and-had been the means of pro-
teeting hum when he-was sick, and Becontinued- 1o wear it-for a- while
afterhe réovered.  The doad may:be_propmated-to spare them aml not-
tuhe them away  There wa<a cetemony obzerveil before ihe lill-of the
coffin was put o6, of.passang-the ol Mirg over the corpee. “The _parents-
ieat them hard to make them cry  This-was 10 propmate-the deaid.on
their behalf, that-they-might'no? take-them away. -Ifa-gave
fanuly wall interprer 1t ta -mean that the dead wanots ane- 16 b
tiesule himy; amd that-they must'make a-feast for the dead, else FOlNe one
will -falf sick and die,-or the dead -may- think the living are -neglecting-
them, and-ake-one of the family iake sick Asn pumshment, Such-
fens's u=ed 1o be fiequent formerly, Frends were iuvited to a supper,
the best-of the stork wad kilfedfor- the-occason, past-of w bt was -uzed
was carried to the geave as an olfering to the-dead, and alibation wasy-
made olporter, rim, or- other boverage. Iftherfanuly. werelarge,- the
fame ceremonies nught be.gong on nt several hodsea at-the-sanve-tinie.
The pretext for the supper-might be simply_that- the dead” wighed_to- be
retmembored, yea, that the dead-wished a merry-making. “P'lic gumbay
and the fildie wonld be-in réquisition; all night woukl be spentin feasting;
muse,_anl-danéiig  Thére-aré certam ‘tunes which are played- suitabl
far the dead-to dance 1o, for-the dead-are supposed to inke -part=in
dance-as well az the feast.  Sowe c1n €6¢ spurite.  "Thns is-a gife- which is-
prevhar -to thein  These will désenbe how-the dedd ook, they-will ad-
dress them, complimenting them oa their looking so.well, and-for- their.
handsome:movenients wm-the dance. A plate-ja set, perhiape, at the table,
-with a niess-of -what is-gaing, for-thié-sint-to_partake-of, and.a. glass
filled with strangrum , tis-glass is-tuiched by the guest situng by, who,
in 1ahng s glase, sirkes it-aqainst the other-as he bfts it to drink, 1n
token of fellowship with=the dead:  This-is when it- is for-a brother-or
riic \{-is=on-the table 1o

some particnlar relation  “They. also carry-out wha
tlie graves of theirdead.

Lie Negros:Imaginary World of Sperits.—The.dead:ase apposed to
know all-thing that mie occu.iing to the-1 ving, and-10_have power exther
to hurt or-help,  Tu shait, the 1e is-in e acgrotmind an amagimary-world
of spinits, or-mather shades, wlich 12-as much a sutjeet_of lirs belief as the
werllof real LO, wluch we kno® by the teport of ouf- sens sand_our
daily couzidousneas. @ Nobudy -wiimake the negro bebeve,” 13 the-re:

" 13 tlie-res
mark -of anc-who has known thum lung, « that the dead are not-always
walking-the earth. I a-dog-basks in the nrzht, the ready réason_ns-
£ med Tor it ds that the dead people are walhing-ail about, and- 2t18.a2
them the dogbarks.”  Biuce has noticed, m the case of the Abyssiniaus,
this-strong propensity of (he -blachs -tobilieve sa- s, *“They-are
afrail he-remarhs, “ of traselling, Lut cepecially of fighting, m_the dark.
They Jmazine that fhie-woild is enturly _given op to spoits, who are _put.
out- ofhusunr by the moions of hea‘or auy other terrestrial-creatures,
n 1 vater-ont of &
bazi, liotat ohould fall u me i, and provohe -n-to--vengeance,””
Acturdl - to-the-utions that-provail-liere, theré-are two_sorts of spinte,
good zud-bad—the goodxdead-and nd dead. From-the one, help-is-as-
confl lendy. felind 00, as they-may appichend evil from the other, )
Help 1n aluack the Good Dead sémder~~In regard to- the help-they
receive from the dead,-1t-is-10- be Baderstood -of- their-own family dead,.
wLo, ol-course, are supposed-to be thore-sinmedintely. interested in- their
Wwellire, “In sickfiess, the members of-the-fanuly -1hat aré -dead are sup=
po<ed-1o be as-much abont-them -as those-who are nirsing -th
sick in-therr-revenes=will be heard “holding -dsscourse witi
chuld-liearsag, 1t i= by the help of 2 ‘geod decessed mother or. arandmotlier.
that they are brought-through.  Mather- orgrandniother,” {one will-be
“Heard saying to the corpse at-the jast-farewell);* you arelenving me with.
--all these children 5-mind you mast-help e 1o tnke care of tiem™  Were
from a hatse, and.to have narrowly ereaped-
~ being kilied, it would appear nothing_strange for him to be told, ¢ Child,.
“had 1t'not been for your=dead -mamima, -that-was taking eare-of you, you
1

- would Eave beeakilled” “Or, i they acknowledgé a Providence hey

-n_young person-to be thrown




