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LENT.

Wtlcoiiie. dear fcast of Lent ! liîo loves
not thice

He loves not teiiiper.tnce. ixor tuthîoritv.
But is eonîpased of passion.
The Seriptures bld us fast ; the churcli

says naW ;
* Give ta thy mother %vhant thati wouldst

allow
To cvery corporation.
'Tis true--we cannot rcachi Chirist's *tQtlî

*day ;
Yet ta go part of that religlous way
Is bcttcr than ta rcst.
W'e cannot reacli our Saviour*s pilrity

Ytwc arc bid bc haly, even as H1e,
ln bothi let!s do aur bcst.
Wlha goethi in the way that Christ lias gone
Is much mort sure to mect Hlmi, ilian one
Thiat travcllcth byways.
Perhaps my God, tho' He bc far bciore,
May turu, and takc nie hy t'it liaîd. aîîd

mort,
Mday strcngthicn illy decays.

In another day or twa. Lent will have
coic ; and, il is surelY riglit and îîatilrai
that evtry good Cîxurcliniali should bc
con-sidcring how lie is gaing ta olhscrv
ibis important scasob. Thcre is a coin-
mon impression ahroad that the abserv-

-ar.e of Lent shlould lie unainly %vitli the
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clergy anxd Neilli tios.. %lio have leistire ta
gtive tai mlore freilient serviccs Far 1ao
maîuy of our laity pay litie or sic, aîteti-

lion to il. Thiis ouglit flot to lie. The ob-
Servanice of thîls lîoly scasoni is obligatory
upoii every baptltizeti Christiani.

1 Reason anîd coînniioni sense (leiau( il.
God lias giveil to uIiali a body as well as 1
sotil, andi il is riglit tirat tie hody shîould
eîijoy inunocent recsrcatiou, ta kep it active
anid licaltliy ; stili. il is possible ta over-
rate tlîcse liarrnilcss joys, ta the deprecia-
lion of spirituial tlîings. Ili fact. wve k<îuowv
froin our expel)riecet ai ic, tlîat sucli is
very aitei thie case. Surroutided by
iriencds aîîd associates. amiuig social pleas.
lire% and( cîijovinîiîts. ta.ken til wvitli cartît-
ly tliings. wc are al)t ta lose siglit af ili-
er joys . we need, likie aur J3lesscd Master.
tti go aside, i timtes. froin thxe noise and
bustlc, for quiet and rest. Thte lisy city
icrcliat. Who has to live throlughi th e

grenter part of the year ainid thec bustle
,sud excitenient of a l>usy ceuîivec of coin-
unecrce. fecis thai lie really requires a short
hioliday cvcry year ; lie Wnuîts ta get away
iraxîx evcrytlling that rentinds Iîluîx of husi-
ilces atvay ta "green fields and paSîlîres
licw,'* or to sofine scqlucstered spot by thc
lake-sidc. vhxere the liarniony ai nature is
. l.prcv.iilxg. F.vcu so, on econoini

principles, if oit no Iiglier groîîîxds, tlxc
quiect Leniteni scasoux is a real necccssity Io
every Chîristianx satul. The strugglc for

ex5eieis uxowadays sa lkers, thlat men
aire verv api ta give il tlic flrst plac in
ilheir iliauiglits : the iîîterests af comuuîuit*-
lies anîd Inationîs dcmnud uxxuich attentionux
anxd Illc aininitics ai social 111e are :ill-

asorbing. As a1 IxcedIil break ini ibis 111e
af buîsinuess andi< warldly pîcastire caontes the

quiet Lenteui seaisau. as a breathiing lie
in whiicli sauls iuav be built and streîxgth-
ciîîed for txc bittlc agaiulst evil.

-'. Thec exauxî"le ai aur Blessed Lard <e
xîxauxd(s ht. Ile Ilinîlsehi fasied .10 days -Ind

uiiglxîs. ii for a rciinedy. (lie -%vas sixxless,
anxd necdcd sieste). bt for ai% exaile. aw
a mitaster ieacliug Ilis pixpils the need thatt
dIereT is for a coxupiec Stbjectioln ai îLe-.

1:li Io %lit spirit. Il is a notcwartliv faci
îiaîn.aitcr cvery p)criod of cxlinutsivc work

txc Master rctircd ta solitude fer prayer
anxd nieditaiox. We kilow tuai lic ofir
betook Ilinîccli ta a lotie uuxonai.i-s;dc

wlicre lie coîîl< be alone wuitl Nature ini
.111 its stiuliiiîy. alune vvitl Na-%irc*s God.
Tlierc lie could puour fortli ail Il is sotil
Io Il is Faîlier inI lecaveri, and plea<l for
Ili-; j))o e:ring peoffle ; tliere liec oîild

sîekof I lis loved disciples, ieir %vauît of
f.ui.hî. tueuir weakuuv'ss, tuieur difficultues
there Ile cauld lay bare I lis ovuî trialsý
anid sorrou~s. and gel stsrienlx for theen
aill , there lite could. for a uie, ecp
iro iui conita:ct wi hi Si n i îud iun Ncry. anud
h;usk lit te ligit' of cieruxal love. 110wv Ile
iet tite nec<l ai tliese short îîeriods of rest

aîîd reircsliincnt ! I lowv lie valuti tliiii !
I Iow carefuil lie %vas iliai tlicv siluoul lie

uîurolen-iuilîsîurcd! If Ile felt thie
ui'ced af Stîcli seasonis. hiowv niticx muore

issi tve?

:1. l'le cliîurclî dellîauils il. 'l'le wle
Icuior ou iliç clitircli*. teaclinig iuidicatcs
the iicied titai ticre is for a sîxecial seasout
oi seli-desiial anîd sefeaiia i n u cvcry
Clîristiauî year. hlile siiecial services ap>-
pwiliîcd for ,\slî %\Vediesdayi>, the first day

(Di Lent. express clearly anxd dcefiuiîcly lier
%WislieS. ii tluis respect. The porioan of
1 loly Scrijîîîure aî lîoinitd for thec cpistle is
cluosesi ironi the Book ai txe I>roplict
Joel, and gives amxple authority fronti the

01<1 Testauxeutit for sucli a seasan , the
GospelI gives the Saviou?'s autlîarity, andi

-ilouug witlîil a ý;cttiig fordi ai tlie Divine

"îriiciles iî-unî t~:cl ristiauis are Io
ha:se tiuir oh)scr%.ance oi Lent. Thley are ta
keep Lent vohuniarily, cliecriîhly, tUnas-
Iuihiiigly.-for God's glory, the goad af
Ille vhxureil as a body, and thie a1dv3sîcC-
ixeuit oi oîîr owni spiritilhife.

Ilow arc wc ta kecep Lent ?

I. By keeintg as irc as possible frot
w<>rl<hly exciteiuieuut. and sa enabling aur-

seesto give mare fluxie 10 Ille ctultiva-
thon af tlle spiritual 111e. The -t'0 days af

uîiteswili. if tvCIIl' Cpt. have ili thcmu
uîxaiiyv li-tijîy lioturs : will hring lus a ricli
ilied of rcireshiuîg strenigtli.

'2. By tryiîîg. %vitlx God's lxelp. 10 look
huao otîr iniuio.t licarts. and ta sec alur-
SCC -. 1,e asWC rea-lly nre, as Ww auld be if

*arraigtiedl lbcio)rc tuec greai Judgc. Only
* dns eaux -ive le filhly aware of aur -inful-
* ues:. ;îuu<l le tulv lt>nlet: i is ofily wlueui
I tC arc îrîîly Ipeuilîcat that WC can Ilope ifbr
*iorgivencss.
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